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to-global-warming/14083928 

Summary: 
In recent years, there's been a surge in the release of methane into the atmosphere. 
But evidence suggests the rapid increase isn’t primarily from fossil fuels, but instead 
microbes in natural tropical wetlands. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
essential or urgent thing, necessity  
establish, create, enforce  
hasten, speed up, cause something to 
happen sooner or more quickly 

 

higher or greater than normal  
lessen, make less severe, reduce  
observe, watch, check  
of central importance, essential, basic  
possibility, chance that something will 
happen in the future 

 

promise, vow, guarantee  
to hunt or kill as a means of population 
control 

 

unbreakable, obligatory  
very serious or worrying, depressing  

 

monitor changes (v) 
fundamental (adj) 
accelerated growth (adj) 
grim (adj)  
prospect (n) 
elevated (adj)  
imperative (n) 
global pledge (n) 
cull (v) 
binding target (adj) 
impose a tax (v) 
mitigate (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
In recent years, there's been a surge in the release of methane into the atmosphere. But evidence 
suggests the rapid increase isn’t primarily from fossil fuels, but instead microbes in natural tropical 
wetlands. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø Where does methane come from naturally and as a result of humans (anthropogenic)? 
Ø Climate scientists say the real concern is that when wetlands get warmer and wetter, they break 

down organic material faster and release more methane emissions, meaning that the Earth might be 
warming itself - what they call a positive feedback loop. Why is this such a concern? 

Ø How can methane emissions be reduced? 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Methane, the main ingredient in natural gas, is the ____________________________ biggest contributor to 

human-caused global warming. 
• At last year’s COP26, more than 100 countries signed up to a global pledge to collectively cut 

methane emissions - did Australia sign up to the pledge?  Yes  /  No 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. According to Dr Xin Lan, do scientists know why the release of methane into the atmosphere has 

accelerated over the last couple of years?  Yes  /  No 
 

2. How are humans responsible for much of the methane in the atmosphere?  
Through fossil fuels, …  
 

3. How long does it take for methane to break down? 
 

4. At last year’s COP26, more than 100 countries signed up to a global pledge to collectively cut 
methane emissions by how much? ___________________________ by the end of the decade. 
 

5. Almost half of Australia’s annual methane emissions come from where? 
 
6. What is Australia developing to help reduce these emissions? 

 
7. Cities cover only about 3 per cent of the land surface on Earth but are responsible for what 

proportion of the anthropogenic methane emissions? 



7.30 REPORT ACTIVITIES             Published by Grabaword.com          November, 2022           Page 3 / 4  

 
Text Ó 2022 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 
 
CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

imperative                 impose                 accelerate                 elevated 
mitigate                 monitor                    fundamental                 prospect 

pledge                   cull                    binding                 grim 
 
 
1. Because of a severe drought and water shortage, the government ___________________________new 

restrictions on water usage. 
2. Eating at least a few serves of a variety of vegetables each day is ___________________________to good 

health. 
3. Medical experts said health care reform, including reducing the cost of medicines and increasing the 

number of doctors working in rural areas, needed to be ___________________________. 
4. Scientists said it was important to continue ___________________________animal species in the forest 

before logging was allowed to go ahead. 
5. The boy was taken to the doctor by his mum after having an ___________________________temperature for 

2 days. 
6. The country’s president signed a ___________________________agreement to cease the production and 

testing of nuclear missiles. 
7. The country’s prime minister ___________________________to cut greenhouse gas emissions by investing 

in renewable energy projects. 
8. The environment minister said she was considering a koala ___________________________program in the 

area due to overpopulation and a lack of vegetation. 
9. The government announced it would spend $100 million building sea walls to 

___________________________the damage done to coastal areas from flooding. 
10. The search was called off as the ___________________________of finding any survivors in the freezing 

waters became virtually zero. 
11. There was more grim news for the US with another thousand deaths from COVID-19 recorded 

overnight. 
12. While climate change effects may already be irreversible, it is still ___________________________for nations 

to agree to dramatic cuts in CO2 emissions to try and slow global warming. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• second 
• no 
 

1. no 
2. agriculture and landfills 
3. about a decade 
4. 30 per cent 
5. the agriculture sector 
6. low-emission feed alternatives for farm animals 
7. about 20 per cent 

 

essential or urgent thing, necessity imperative 
establish, create, enforce impose 
hasten, speed up, cause something to happen sooner or more quickly accelerate 
higher or greater than normal elevated 
lessen, make less severe, reduce mitigate 
observe, watch, check monitor 
of central importance, essential, basic fundamental 
possibility, chance that something will happen in the future prospect 
promise, vow, guarantee pledge 
to hunt or kill as a means of population control cull 
unbreakable, obligatory binding 
very serious or worrying, depressing grim  
 
 
1. Because of a severe drought and water shortage, the government imposed new restrictions on 

water usage. 
2. Eating at least a few serves of a variety of vegetables each day is fundamental to good health. 
3. Medical experts said health care reform, including reducing the cost of medicines and increasing the 

number of doctors working in rural areas, needed to be accelerated . 
4. Scientists said it was important to continue monitoring animal species in the forest before logging 

was allowed to go ahead. 
5. The boy was taken to the doctor by his mum after having an elevated temperature for 2 days. 
6. The country’s president signed a binding agreement to cease the production and testing of nuclear 

missiles. 
7. The country’s prime minister pledged to cut greenhouse gas emissions by investing in renewable 

energy projects. 
8. The environment minister said she was considering a koala culling program in the area due to 

overpopulation and a lack of vegetation. 
9. The government announced it would spend $100 million building sea walls to mitigate the damage 

done to coastal areas from flooding. 
10. The search was called off as the prospect of finding any survivors in the freezing waters became 

virtually zero. 
11. There was more grim news for the US with another thousand deaths from COVID-19 recorded 

overnight. 
12. While climate change effects may already be irreversible, it is still imperative for nations to agree to 

dramatic cuts in CO2 emissions to try and slow global warming. 
 


