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Summary: 
There are growing concerns about the number of permits being granted by the 
Tasmanian state government to farmers to cull native animals including wombats, black 
swans, cockatoos, kangaroos, possums and wallabies. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
a recorded count  
begin or attempt  
cracked or broken  
do or use something because no other 
choices are possible 

 

elementary, simple  
examination, close observation, inspection  
formerly make known or give out  
in a way that can be maintained at a 
certain rate or level, ecologically balanced 

 

resist the effect of  
resources and facilities needed for an 
activity 

 

restore to health, restore to normality  
 

fractured (adj) 
rehabilitate wildlife (v) 
infrastructure (n) 
remarkable tally (n) 
last resort (n) 
issue a permit (v) 
independent scrutiny (n) 
withstand (v) 
undertake analysis (v) 
sustainably managed (adv) 
fairly basic (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
There are growing concerns about the number of permits being granted by the Tasmanian state 
government to farmers to cull native animals including wombats, black swans, cockatoos, kangaroos, 
possums and wallabies. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What is a ‘cull’? Why are native animals in Tasmania being culled by farmers? How are they culled? 
Ø Bonorong, Tasmania’s largest wildlife rescue service, spends about $1.5 million a year rehabilitating 

native wildlife. Greg Irons, the owner of the Bonorong sanctuary, says it seems a bit ridiculous that … 
“permits (are) being given to rehabilitate these species and thousands of dollars (are being) spent 
and then that same area is giving out permits to shoot the same species.” Do you agree with him? 
Should culling of native animals be allowed? Are there any alternatives? 

Ø Critics point out the department responsible for the protection of local wildlife in Tasmania is the 
same one that issues permits for thousands of native animals to be killed. What do you think about 
that? 

Ø Ian Sauer, from the Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association, says if “we're not growing it, and 
it comes from overseas, you'll be paying more.” Is this a good reason for why culling should be 
allowed? 

 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. According to Greg Irons, the owner of the Bonorong sanctuary, what happened to Winnie the 

wombat’s mother? 
 

2. He says a wombat like Winnie has to be how old before it can be released back into the wild? 
 

3. What do property protection permits allow farm owners to do?  
Poison, trap or shoot wildlife to prevent them destroying crops and … 
 

4. According to Ian Sauer, from the Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association, farmers are losing 
up to how much of their grazing land because of wild animals? 
 

5. Instead of getting 10 tonnes of a grain crop, for example wheat, per hectare, he says he has had 
farmers who have only been getting how many tonnes per hectare? 
 

6. Tasmania’s Environment Department approves 100% of all applications for permits to kill ative 
animals.  T  /  F 
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7. Does Paul Williams, who owns a winery near Hobart, support the culling of problematic native 
animals? 

 
 
CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

fractured           rehabilitate           infrastructure           tally             resort                 issue 
scrutiny               withstand               undertake               sustainably               basic 

 
 
 
1. Although the woman was very wealthy, she lived in small house, caught public transport and only 

wore _________________________clothes. 
2. At the 2012 Olympic Games, the US topped the medal _________________________with 46 gold, 29 silver 

and 29 bronze. China was second. 
3. During the famine, farmers had to _________________________to eating the seed for next year’s crop. 
4. Health authorities _________________________a warning to residents to avoid swimming in the town’s lake 

due to the high rates of pollution detected. 
5. In her 20-year career as a politician, the woman said she had to _________________________a lot of 

personal criticism. 
6. The government announced a new $20 billion _________________________project which would see a new 

freeway built linking the city’s north to the south. 
7. The judge said she didn’t think there was any hope of _________________________for the man and 

sentenced him to life in prison. 
8. The mining company’s practices were being _________________________by the government’s environment 

protection authority after claims it had illegally dumped thousands of tonnes of waste into the local 
river system. 

9. The prime minister said construction of the new freeway would be _________________________in 
partnership with private enterprise. 

10. The Save Our Oceans group called on governments to introduce stricter labelling rules for seafood 
so consumers could easily know which products had been caught using 
_________________________fishing practices. 

11. X-rays revealed the football player had _________________________ her leg after falling awkwardly in a 
tackle. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
 
1. hit by a car 

2. two to two and a half years 

3. equipment or infrastructure 

4. 20 per cent 

5. five to six 

6. F 

7. no 

 
a recorded count tally 
begin or attempt undertake 
cracked or broken fractured 
do or use something because no other choices are possible resort 
elementary, simple basic 
examination, close observation, inspection scrutiny 
formerly make known or give out issue 
in a way that can be maintained at a certain rate or level, ecologically balanced sustainably 
resist the effect of withstand 
resources and facilities needed for an activity infrastructure 
restore to health, restore to normality rehabilitate 
 
1. Although the woman was very wealthy, she lived in small house, caught public transport and only 

wore basic clothes. 
2. At the 2012 Olympic Games, the US topped the medal tally with 46 gold, 29 silver and 29 bronze. 

China was second. 
3. During the famine, farmers had to resort to eating the seed for next year’s crop. 
4. Health authorities issued a warning to residents to avoid swimming in the town’s lake due to the high 

rates of pollution detected. 
5. In her 20-year career as a politician, the woman said she had to withstand a lot of personal criticism. 
6. The government announced a new $20 billion infrastructure project which would see a new freeway 

built linking the city’s north to the south. 
7. The judge said she didn’t think there was any hope of rehabilitation for the man and sentenced him 

to life in prison. 
8. The mining company’s practices were being scrutinized by the government’s environment protection 

authority after claims it had illegally dumped thousands of tonnes of waste into the local river system. 
9. The prime minister said construction of the new freeway would be undertaken in partnership with 

private enterprise. 
10. The Save Our Oceans group called on governments to introduce stricter labelling rules for seafood 

so consumers could easily know which products had been caught using sustainable fishing 
practices. 
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11. X-rays revealed the football player had fractured her leg after falling awkwardly in a tackle. 
 


