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Title: The race to save Australia’s bee industry 

First Broadcast: July 2022 

Source: ABC 7.30 REPORT 

Length: 7:00 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-race-to-save-australia%E2%80%99s-bee-
industry/13981824 

Summary: 
Hundreds of beehives have been destroyed after the detection of the varroa destructor 
parasite which weakens and kills honeybee colonies. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
best achievable  
control, keep from spreading  
crucial, key, significant  
discover or identify  
elimination, removal  
fear, anxiety  
having a pleasant or sweet smell  
increase, intensify  
obey, meet terms, do what is asked or 
ordered 

 

risk, dangers, something that can be 
gained or lost 

 

stop, obstruct something  
system of rules, procedures or conduct  
watchful, carefully noticing problems or 
signs of danger 

 
 

the ultimate (n) 
fragrant (adj) 
detect (v) 
intercept (v) 
step up (v) 
contain the mite (v) 
eradication zone (n) 
at stake (n) 
critical (adj) 
watch with trepidation (n) 
comply (v) 
a set of protocols (n) 
stay vigilant (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Hundreds of beehives have been destroyed after the detection of the varroa destructor parasite which 
weakens and kills honeybee colonies. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What is a parasite? 
Ø Why are bees so important? What would happen if the mite destroyed Australia’s honeybee 

populations? 
Ø How did the mite get into Australia? 
Ø What can be done to stop the parasite from spreading further? 
 
 

 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Cormac Farrell, Head Beekeeper at Parliament House, says the Varroa mite doesn't just feed off the 

bees as a parasite, it also … 
2. How many hives around NSW have been destroyed by authorities? 
3. How far away from where the mite was first detected late last month has it since been found at 40 

properties? 
4. Has Australia had an outbreak of varroa destructor before? 
5. How does Anna Scobie, who runs a farm and teaching school within the eradication zone, describe 

having had 30 hives destroyed?  
6. What does farmer Darren Minter say he needs the bees for? 
7. If the mite does spread, he says it’ll destroy what proportion of hives in Australia? 
8. It is thought that the mite definitely entered Australia by ship.  T  /  F 
9. The mite hasn’t yet spread to other states.  T  /  F 
10. Dugald Saunders, the NSW Agriculture Minister, thinks that the mite can be eradicated.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

ultimate                  fragrant                  detect                  intercept 
step up                  contain                  eradication                  stake                  critical 

trepidation                  comply                  protocol                  vigilant 
 
 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is ___________________________to the health and wellbeing of a 

community. 
2. After the warning of a possible terrorist attack was issued, the country’s leader said people shouldn’t 

be fearful but they needed to maintain ___________________________and report any suspicious behaviour 
to authorities.   

3. Before the airline was allowed to start operating flights into and out of the country, it had to 
___________________________with a number of strict regulatory requirements. 

4. Border police said they had ___________________________a drug shipment worth more than $10 billion. 
5. Firefighters had managed to ___________________________the fire before it could spread to neighbouring 

buildings. 
6. In the eyes of many people, a Rolls Royce is the ___________________________in automobile luxury. 
7. In the football competition, coaches have to follow specific ___________________________in the case of a 

footballer sustaining a head injury, the most important being a thorough doctor’s examination before 
a player can go back on the field. 

8. Mercedes Benz was the first car manufacturer to develop a system that can 
___________________________pedestrians on the road in front and, if necessary, bring the car to a stop to 
prevent a collision. 

9. The charity’s main goal was to ___________________________life-threatening diseases such as malaria 
was. 

10. The forest was very ___________________________after the rain shower. 
11. The scientist told the audience that the ___________________________have never been higher and all 

countries had to act quickly to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. 
12. The singer said he was shaking with ___________________________before his first live TV performance. 
13. The World Health Organization said governments in the region needed to 

___________________________efforts to reduce the number of preventable deaths from disease. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
1. spreads disease 
2. nearly 2,000 
3. 400 kilometres 
4. no 
5. devastating (they are like a family member) 
6. to pollinate his almonds 
7. 80 to 90 per cent 
8. F 
9. T 
10. T 
 
best achievable ultimate 
control, keep from spreading contain 
crucial, key, significant critical 
discover or identify detect 
elimination, removal eradication 
fear, anxiety trepidation 
having a pleasant or sweet smell fragrant 
increase, intensify step up 
obey, meet terms, do what is asked or ordered comply 
risk, dangers, something that can be gained or lost stake 
stop, obstruct something intercept 
system of rules, procedures or conduct protocol 
watchful, carefully noticing problems or signs of danger vigilant 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is critical to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. After the warning of a possible terrorist attack was issued, the country’s leader said people shouldn’t 

be fearful but they needed to maintain vigilance and report any suspicious behaviour to authorities.   
3. Before the airline was allowed to start operating flights into and out of the country, it had to comply 

with a number of strict regulatory requirements. 
4. Border police said they had intercepted a drug shipment worth more than $10 billion. 
5. Firefighters had managed to contain the fire before it could spread to neighbouring buildings. 
6. In the eyes of many people, a Rolls Royce is the ultimate in automobile luxury. 
7. In the football competition, coaches have to follow specific protocols in the case of a footballer 

sustaining a head injury, the most important being a thorough doctor’s examination before a player 
can go back on the field. 

8. Mercedes Benz was the first car manufacturer to develop a system that can detect pedestrians on 
the road in front and, if necessary, bring the car to a stop to prevent a collision. 

9. The charity’s main goal was to eradicate life-threatening diseases such as malaria was. 
10. The forest was very fragrant after the rain shower. 
11. The scientist told the audience that the stakes have never been higher and all countries had to act 

quickly to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. 
12. The singer said he was shaking with trepidation before his first live TV performance. 
13. The World Health Organization said governments in the region needed to step up efforts to reduce 

the number of preventable deaths from disease. 
 
 


