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Title: The debate continues over transgender athletes 

First Broadcast: June 2022 

Source: ABC 7.30 REPORT 

Minutes: 7:01 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-debate-continues-over-transgender-athletes/13972014 

Summary: 
The decision of the international swimming governing body FINA to effectively bar 
transgender athletes from competing in women's competition has sparked a lot of 
debate. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
best, leading, top  
disfigure, cut up, butcher  
foundation, basis  
having the right to do or obtain something   
head, leading position  
involvement in something in order to have 
an influence on what happens 

 

prohibit, forbid  
put up with, endure  
rank or place things in order of importance 
or urgency 

 

recognize the existence or truth of 
something 

 

refer to, mention as an example  
shift, move or change from one state or 
condition to another 

 

varied, differing from one another  
 

brave the cold (v) 
forefront (n) 
diverse (adj) 
bar from competition (v) 
transition times (n) 
elite sport (adj) 
often cited (v) 
acknowledge (v) 
prioritise (v) 
cornerstone of fairness (n) 
eligibility (n) 
medical intervention (n) 
mutilate our bodies (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What does transgender mean? What does transphobic mean? 
Ø FINA voted to bar transgender women from elite women's competition if they’d experienced any part 

of male puberty. In contrast, the Melbourne University Football Club welcomes anyone who identifies 
as a woman or would feel most comfortable playing on a women’s team. Which policy do you think is 
better?  

 

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. According to Terri O'Reilly, from Melbourne Uni’s Women’s Football Club, what percentage of 

players in the club are trans or gender diverse? Between … 
 

2. The governing bodies of which other international sports followed the example of FINA and set 
stricter rules around testosterone levels and transition times for transgender athletes?  
 

3. What is Ada Cheung, an endocrinologist and researcher, preparing to study the impacts of?  
The impacts of transitioning on fitness, strength and … 

 
4. One public study available found the only real performance gap after two years of feminising 

hormones was that trans women ran 12 per cent faster – what was one of the limitations of this 
study? It looked at … 
 

5. Does Ada Cheung think there is a biological advantage for trans women athletes?  
a. Yes         b. No        c. Maybe 
 

6. Before handing down its decision, FINA heard evidence from scientists, lawyers and elite female 
athletes. What does Danni Miatke, a former swimmer, say about asking current athletes, coaches 
and officials to vote on this issue?  
“(It) is the equivalent of asking politicians to … 
 

7. Why is she frustrated with FINA’s policy and worried about its impact?  
It sends the message that ...  
 

8. Mianne Bagger was the first openly trans woman to play a professional golf tournament. What does 
she think about FINA’s policy? a. She agrees with it.            b. She disagrees with it.             
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

brave                    forefront                 diverse                 bar 
transition                 elite                 cite                 acknowledge                 prioritise 

cornerstone                 eligibility                intervention                 mutilate 
 
 
 
1. A higher salary after graduation is often ___________________________by students as one of the main 

reasons why they choose to study a particular degree. 
2. After being convicted of fraud, the businessman was ___________________________from running a 

company for 10 years. 
3. After the court case, the businessman ___________________________that what he had done was wrong. 
4. As interest rates have decreased over recent years, more people were making the 

___________________________from renting to owning their own home. 
5. Health experts say government ___________________________is required to help reduce the rate of 

childhood obesity. 
6. In an emergency hospital, nurses have to ___________________________which patients are in the most 

urgent need of medical treatment. 
7. Students can pay more than $50 thousand a year to attend America’s most 

___________________________colleges. 
8. The chef said that top quality ingredients were the ___________________________of good cooking. 
9. The crew aboard the fishing boat had to ___________________________huge seas and strong winds on 

their way back to the shore. 
10. The ___________________________of plant and animal species in the Amazon rainforest is incredible. 
11. The scientist was at the ___________________________of research into the causes of childhood obesity and 

regularly travelled overseas to deliver talks on the subject. 
12. To be ___________________________to vote in Australia, you have to be over 18 and a citizen of the 

country. 
13. War crime investigators said that many of the bodies were so ___________________________that 

identification was difficult. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
1. 5 to 10 per cent 
2. rugby league and cycling 
3. athletic performance 
4. US military personnel, not athletes 
5. maybe 
6. vote on their own pay rise 
7. it's okay to be transphobic 
8. she agrees with it 
 
best, leading, top elite 
disfigure, cut up, butcher mutilate 
foundation, basis cornerstone 
having the right to do or obtain something  eligibility 
head, leading position forefront 
involvement in something in order to have an influence on what happens intervention 
prohibit, forbid bar 
put up with, endure brave 
rank or place things in order of importance or urgency prioritise 
recognize the existence or truth of something acknowledge 
refer to, mention as an example cite 
shift, move or change from one state or condition to another transition 
varied, differing from one another diverse 
 
1. A higher salary after graduation is often cited by students as one of the main reasons why they 

choose to study a particular degree. 
2. After being convicted of fraud, the businessman was barred from running a company for 10 years. 
3. After the court case, the businessman acknowledged that what he had done was wrong. 
4. As interest rates have decreased over recent years, more people were making the transition from 

renting to owning their own home. 
5. Health experts say government intervention is required to help reduce the rate of childhood obesity. 
6. In an emergency hospital, nurses have to prioritise which patients are in the most urgent need of 

medical treatment. 
7. Students can pay more than $50 thousand a year to attend America’s most elite colleges. 
8. The chef said that top quality ingredients were the cornerstone of good cooking. 
9. The crew aboard the fishing boat had to brave huge seas and strong winds on their way back to the 

shore. 
10. The diversity of plant and animal species in the Amazon rainforest is incredible. 
11. The scientist was at the forefront of research into the causes of childhood obesity and regularly 

travelled overseas to deliver talks on the subject. 
12. To be eligible to vote in Australia, you have to be over 18 and a citizen of the country. 
13. War crime investigators said that many of the bodies were so mutilated that identification was 

difficult. 


