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Summary: 
Australia has agreed to a deal to collaborate with the US and the UK on developing 
hypersonic missiles. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
conflict, strain, situation in which parties 
disagree with and feel anger toward each 
other 

 

crucial, key, significant  
discover or identify  
disincentive, discouragement  
expert, someone with specialist 
knowledge 

 

fail to keep up with another or others in 
movement or development. 

 

fighting  
imaginable, possible  
increase  
little, barely sufficient or adequate  
power or ability to do something  
stop, cut off  
theory, a statement that expresses a 
judgement or opinion 

 

 

rising tensions (n) 
ramp up (v) 
military capability (n) 
combat (n) 
critical part (adj) 
intercept (v) 
analyst (n) 
lag behind (v) 
detect a missile (v) 
deterrent (n) 
attractive proposition (n) 
conceivable (adj) 
scant (adj)  
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø Which countries in Australia’s region have been boosting their military capability over recent years? 
Ø What is a hypersonic missile? How are they different to current missiles? 
Ø Why are missiles in modern warfare important? 
Ø Some analysts argue that if Australia acquires hypersonic weapons, it could expose the nation to 

some risks. What would those risks be? 
Ø Should Australia be spending more money on its military? 
 
 

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
Before watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What is an example of one country in Australia’s region that has been boosting their military 

capability over recent years? 
 

2. In what way are hypersonic missiles superior to current missiles?  
They travel faster and promise to be very ______________________ . 

 
3. A hypersonic missile travels at around 5 to 25 times the speed of ___________________. 

 
4. Hypersonic missiles can also be fired from the air, _______________ or ___________________. 

 
5. Which 2 countries have already tested or used hypersonic weapons? 

 
6. The US has been recently conducting its own tests – what is a big focus of these tests?  

Working out how to _____________________________________. 
 
7. What do some people argue hypersonic missiles raise the risk of? 

 
8. When does Marcus Hellyer, from the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, think it is conceivable that 

Australia could acquire some kind of hypersonic missiles? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

tension                 ramp up                 capability                 combat 
critical                  intercept                 analyst                 lag behind                 detect 

deterrent                 proposition                 conceivable                 scant 
 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is ___________________________to the health and wellbeing of a 

community. 
2. Energy market ___________________________say billions of dollars in investment in wind and solar power 

will be lost as a result of the government’s revised renewable energy target. 
3. In handing down an 8-year prison sentence, the judge said the man had shown 

___________________________regard for the lives of others when he had decided to get in his car and drive 
after drinking more than 3 bottles of wine. 

4. In her speech, the politician ___________________________lower income tax rates, arguing that this would 
help boost the economy. 

5. Mercedes Benz was the first car manufacturer to develop a system that can 
___________________________pedestrians on the road in front and, if necessary, bring the car to a stop to 
prevent a collision. 

6. Police said they had ___________________________a drug shipment in the mail that was worth more than 
$10 million. 

7. The cold and rain did little to ___________________________people from attending the game. It was a sell-
out. 

8. The ___________________________scene at the start of the World War 2 movie was very realistic. It was 
voted the "best battle scene of all time" by an influential film magazine. 

9. The company had to quickly ___________________________production after receiving a huge order from its 
Chinese agent. 

10. The government's decision to start developing nuclear weapon's technology was causing a lot of 
___________________________with neighboring countries. 

11. The submarine was ___________________________of travelling for 2 weeks underwater without the need to 
refuel or restock supplies. 

12. With more weapons and support from countries like the US, the Ukrainian President said it was still 
___________________________that his country could win the war against Russia. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
1. China 
2. accurate 
3. sound 
4. sea, land 
5. China and Russia 
6. defend against them 
7. a nuclear exchange 
8. this decade 
 
conflict, strain, situation in which parties disagree with and feel anger toward each other tension 
crucial, key, significant critical  
discover or identify detect  
disincentive, discouragement deterrent 
expert, someone with specialist knowledge analyst 
fail to keep up with another or others in movement or development. lag behind 
fighting combat 
imaginable, possible conceivable 
increase ramp up 
little, barely sufficient or adequate scant  
power or ability to do something capability 
stop, cut off intercept 
theory, a statement that expresses a judgement or opinion proposition 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is critical to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. Energy market analysts say billions of dollars in investment in wind and solar power will be lost as a 

result of the government’s revised renewable energy target. 
3. In handing down an 8-year prison sentence, the judge said the man had shown scant regard for the 

lives of others when he had decided to get in his car and drive after drinking more than 3 bottles of 
wine. 

4. In her speech, the politician proposed lower income tax rates, arguing that this would help boost the 
economy. 

5. Mercedes Benz was the first car manufacturer to develop a system that can detect pedestrians on 
the road in front and, if necessary, bring the car to a stop to prevent a collision. 

6. Police said they had intercepted a drug shipment in the mail that was worth more than $10 million. 
7. The cold and rain did little to deter people from attending the game. It was a sell-out. 
8. The combat scene at the start of the World War 2 movie was very realistic. It was voted the "best 

battle scene of all time" by an influential film magazine. 
9. The company had to quickly ramp up production after receiving a huge order from its Chinese agent. 
10. The government's decision to start developing nuclear weapon's technology was causing a lot of 

tension with neighboring countries. 
11. The submarine was capable of travelling for 2 weeks underwater without the need to refuel or 

restock supplies. 
12. With more weapons and support from countries like the US, the Ukrainian President said it was still 

conceivable that his country could win the war against Russia. 
 
 
 
 
 


