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Title: NASA launches landmark rocket from Australian outback 

First Broadcast: June 2022 

Source: ABC 7.30 REPORT 

Minutes: 5:22 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/nasa-launches-landmark-rocket-from-australian/13960442   

Summary: NASA recently launched its first rocket from a commercial spaceport outside the US. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
wide-ranging, extensive  
beginning, potential, showing promise in  
working jointly with others or together in order 
to achieve or do something, cooperation 

 

crucial, key, significant  
what happens in the future  
body, organization  
pause, break  
observe, watch, check  
a point of view, way of regarding something  
increase, expand  
shift, move or change from one state or 
condition to another 

 

full of energy, lively  
 

budding space industry (adj) 
collaboration (n) 
broad history (adj) 
critical role (adj) 
lull (n) 
transition (n) 
commercial entity (n) 
monitor the climate (v) 
destiny of humans (n) 
perspective (n) 
vibrant (adj) 
stimulate growth (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
NASA recently launched its first rocket from a commercial spaceport outside the US. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø Why is space exploration now dominated by private companies and start-ups? Who are some of the 

major players? 
Ø Why is space exploration important? For example, what do we depend on satellite data for? 
Ø Adam Gilmour is the founding CEO of an Australian space company which builds rockets. He says 

he thinks … “the destiny of humans is to live and work in space and one day we’ll go to space the 
same as we just get on a jet plane to go to another continent.” Do you agree? 

 

 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• In a collaboration between NASA and a local company, how many rockets in total will be launched 

from a remote town in the Northern Territory? 
• How old is Australia’s national space agency? 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. In the 1960s, Australia played a critical role in space exploration with the launch of a rocket in the 

South Australian outback and then the transmission from the Parkes telescope of what space 
mission? 

2. What potential opportunities does Enrico Palermo, who is the head of Australia’s four-year-old 
national space agency? Managing disaster response and also … 

3. Adam Gilmour is the founding CEO of an Australian space company which builds rockets – what was 
his previous occupation? 

4. How long does Max King, from NASA, say they have been pushing to come to Australia to do the 
kind of research they are doing now? 

5. When does he expect there is a high chance they'll be back? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

budding                 collaboration                broad                critical 
lull                transition                entity                monitor                destiny 

perspective                vibrant                stimulate 
 
 
1. A charitable organization is a kind of business ___________________________which is sometimes referred 

to as a charity or foundation and can be run publicly or privately. 
2. Former colleagues of the woman said they always felt she was ___________________________to be a 

political leader and so they were not surprised at all that she was now the country’s first female 
president. 

3. New York is regarded as one of the most ___________________________cities on Earth. 
4. No matter how motivated they are, it can be very difficult for the long term unemployed to 

___________________________back into full time employment. 
5. Scientists said it was important to continue ___________________________animal species in the forest 

before logging was allowed to go ahead. 
6. The ___________________________writer had emailed her favourite author with a few questions about how 

to get a book published. she was very excited to receive a lengthy reply. 
7. The first landing of a man on the moon was a ___________________________moment in the history of 

space exploration. 
8. The government said the proposed income tax cut would help ___________________________the economy. 
9. The man’s taste in music was very ___________________________. He liked listening to everything from 

classical to hip hop, from folk to heavy metal rock. 
10. The new jet fighter was a result of ___________________________between 4 different countries. 
11. There had been a 2-day ___________________________in fighting but soon both sides began attacking 

each other again with rocket fire. 
12. While efficient public transport systems cost governments a lot of money to build and maintain, from 

an environmental ___________________________they provide a lot of value to society. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
 
• 3 
• 4 years old 
 

1. man’s first step on the moon 
2. monitoring the climate 
3. banker 
4. 15, 20 years 
5. 3-5 years 
 

 
 
wide-ranging, extensive broad 
beginning, potential, showing promise in budding 
working jointly with others or together in order to achieve or do 
something, cooperation 

collaboration 

crucial, key, significant critical 
what happens in the future destiny 
body, organization entity 
pause, break lull 
observe, watch, check monitor 
a point of view, way of regarding something perspective 
increase, expand stimulate 
shift, move or change from one state or condition to another transition 
full of energy, lively vibrant 
 
1. A charitable organization is a kind of business entity which is sometimes referred to as a charity or 

foundation and can be run publicly or privately. 
2. Former colleagues of the woman said they always felt she was destined to be a political leader and 

so they were not surprised at all that she was now the country’s first female president. 
3. New York is regarded as one of the most vibrant cities on Earth. 
4. No matter how motivated they are, it can be very difficult for the long term unemployed to transition 

back into full time employment. 
5. Scientists said it was important to continue monitoring animal species in the forest before logging 

was allowed to go ahead. 
6. The budding writer had emailed her favourite author with a few questions about how to get a book 

published. she was very excited to receive a lengthy reply. 
7. The first landing of a man on the moon was a critical moment in the history of space exploration. 
8. The government said the proposed income tax cut would help stimulate the economy. 
9. The man’s taste in music was very broad . He liked listening to everything from classical to hip hop, 

from folk to heavy metal rock. 
10. The new jet fighter was a result of collaboration between 4 different countries. 
11. There had been a 2-day lull in fighting but soon both sides began attacking each other again with 

rocket fire. 
12. While efficient public transport systems cost governments a lot of money to build and maintain, from 

an environmental perspective they provide a lot of value to society. 
 


