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Title: The Nadesalingam family welcomed with open arms back to their Biloela home 

First Broadcast: June 2022 

Source: ABC 7.30 REPORT 

Minutes: 6:26 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-nadesalingam-family-welcomed-with-warmth-
back/13927298 

Summary: 

A family of Tamil asylum seekers has finally found their way back to central Queensland 
after they were removed from their home by immigration authorities and placed in 
immigration detention. For the community that waged a long campaign to have them 
returned, the news was very welcome.  

 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
agony, pain, suffering, distress  
attempt or effort  
complete, thorough, including most or all things  
fury, anger, strong disapproval  
get together, gather together  
hindrance, obstruction, barrier  
justify, call for  
painful, unpleasant experience  
persistent, continuing, constant  
promise, vow, guarantee  
support, defend  
uncompromising, strict, tough  

 

assemble (v) 
anguish (n) 
relentless campaign (adj) 
ordeal (n) 
rejected bid (n) 
spark outrage (n) 
comprehensively review (adv) 
hard-line policy (adj) 
election pledge (n) 
warrant (v) 
impediment (n) 
stick up for (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
A family of Tamil asylum seekers has finally found their way back to central Queensland after they were 
removed from their home by immigration authorities and placed in immigration detention. For the 
community that waged a long campaign to have them returned, the news was very welcome. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What does it mean to be a Tamil asylum seeker? 
Ø Why did the then Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton have the family removed from their home in 

Biloela and taken into immigration detention?  
Ø Was this fair? If an asylum seeker arrives in Australia by boat, should they be allowed to stay? 
Ø Why was the original decision regarding the Nadesalingam family overturned? 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How long did the Nadesalingam family spend in immigration detention? 

• The parents, Priya and Nades, had first arrived in Australia together by boat the 2010s.  T  /  F 

• What did immigration authorities try to do in 2019 and which resulted in widespread outrage? 

• Why was Tharnicaa’s birthday particularly special? 

 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. When they were removed from their home in Biloela and taken into immigration detention, had they 

been warned beforehand? 

2. What did Priya and Nades do after settling in Biloela?  

Nades worked at the local abattoir and Priya did … 

3. Why didn’t the attempt to deport the family to Sri Lanka go ahead?  

4. After this, the family was taken to Christmas Island where they stayed for long? 

5. Why was youngest daughter Tharnicaa later flown to Perth?  

6. What does family friend Angela Fredericks, who launched the campaign to publicise the family's 

story, say the family needed to know above all?  

That they were loved and they were never going to be …  

7. The Labor Party made an election pledge to allow the family to return to Biloela based on what 

reasoning? Because the daughters were …  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

assemble                  anguish                  relentless                  ordeal 
bid                      outrage                      comprehensively                     hard-line 

pledge                  warrant                  impediment                  stick up for 
 
 
1. A divorce often causes a lot of ___________________________and bitterness for separating couples which 

can also impact negatively on their children. 
2. A large number of workers ___________________________outside the company’s headquarters to protest 

the cut to their wages. 
3. Most people in developed countries don’t think that the crime of drug dealing 

___________________________the death penalty. 
4. The boy’s older brother would always ___________________________him if he was bullied at school. 
5. The country’s president was well-known to have a ___________________________stance toward drugs, 

once saying that all drug dealers should be shot dead. 
6. The customer had to write more than 20 emails and make half a dozen calls before he finally 

received a refund for a concert ticket he bought online but never received. He said no one should 
ever have to go through such an ___________________________. 

7. The English literature professor’s new book, which was almost 2000 pages long, was said to be the 
most ___________________________study of Shakespeare’s plays ever written. 

8. The fast-food company ___________________________to introduce a range of healthier snacks in its menu 
and reduce the amount of sugar and fat in regular items. 

9. The government said it would increase the migrant intake in a ___________________________to reverse the 
country's declining population. 

10. The politician said she was ___________________________by newspaper claims that she had received a 
corrupt payment from a crime boss. 

11. The ___________________________travel and pressure to work long hours finally led the manager to quit 
her job to spend more time with family. 

12. The risk of collapsing buildings ___________________________the efforts of rescue works to locate 
survivors of the earthquake. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• more than four years 
• F 
• deport the family to Sri Lanka 
• her first birthday not in detention 
 
 
 

1. no 
2. volunteer 
3. the youngest daughter's refugee claim had yet to be assessed 
4. two years 
5. had a blood infection and required hospital treatment 
6. forgotten 
7. born in Australia 

 
get together, gather together assemble 
agony, pain, suffering, distress anguish 
persistent, continuing, constant relentless 
painful, unpleasant experience ordeal 
attempt or effort bid 
fury, anger, strong disapproval outrage 
complete, thorough, including most or all things comprehensively 
uncompromising, strict, tough hard-line 
promise, vow, guarantee pledge 
justify, call for warrant 
hindrance, obstruction, barrier impediment 
support, defend stick up for 
 
1. A divorce often causes a lot of anguish and bitterness for separating couples which can also impact 

negatively on their children. 
2. A large number of workers assembled outside the company’s headquarters to protest the cut to their 

wages. 
3. Most people in developed countries don’t think that the crime of drug dealing warrants the death 

penalty. 
4. The boy’s older brother would always stick up for him if he was bullied at school. 
5. The country’s president was well-known to have a hard-line stance toward drugs, once saying that 

all drug dealers should be shot dead. 
6. The customer had to write more than 20 emails and make half a dozen calls before he finally 

received a refund for a concert ticket he bought online but never received. He said no one should 
ever have to go through such an ordeal. 

7. The English literature professor’s new book, which was almost 2000 pages long, was said to be the 
most comprehensive study of Shakespeare’s plays ever written. 

8. The fast-food company pledged to introduce a range of healthier snacks in its menu and reduce the 
amount of sugar and fat in regular items. 

9. The government said it would increase the migrant intake in a bid to reverse the country's declining 
population. 

10. The politician said she was outraged by newspaper claims that she had received a corrupt payment 
from a crime boss. 

11. The relentless travel and pressure to work long hours finally led the manager to quit her job to 
spend more time with family. 

12. The risk of collapsing buildings impeded the efforts of rescue works to locate survivors of the 
earthquake. 

 


