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Title: Concussion in sport – are football clubs doing enough? 
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Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/concussion-in-sport-%E2%80%93-are-football-clubs-
doing/13906402 

Summary: 
As it’s become clear that repeated concussions can cause serious brain injury and 
illness, some experts are questioning whether the AFL is relying on flawed scientific 
data to support its current concussion policy. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
body, organization  
cautious, careful, at the lower end  
challenge, forced to face up to and deal 
with something 

 

compulsory, required  
inconsistent, defective, faulty  
intimidating, daunting, frightening  
meet, come across  
specify, set down, set out  
thoroughness, carefulness, attention to 
detail 

 

undergo, go through, live through, 
experience 

 

very important, of the highest importance  
 

formidable (adj) 
public entity(n) 
encounter (v) 
confront (v) 
flawed study (adj) 
academic rigour (n) 
paramount (adj) 
stipulate (v) 
conservative approach (adj) 
mandatory (adj) 
endure head knocks (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
As it’s become clear that repeated concussions can cause serious brain injury and illness, some experts 
are questioning whether the AFL is relying on flawed scientific data to support its current concussion 
policy. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What does AFL stand for? In which parts of Australia is AFL most popular? 
Ø What is concussion? What are some symptoms? 
Ø Have you heard of Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE)? 
Ø Former player Kim Clump says: “When I was playing footie, concussion was like a cramp. You get rid 

of the cramp, and you go on, get rid of the concussion, you go on.” What does he mean? 
Ø If a player is concussed, how long do you think they should spend away from the game recovering?  
Ø What else can be done about the problem? 
Ø Do you think parents shouldn’t allow their children to play a contact sport like AFL because of the risk 

of head knocks and long-term health damage? 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How many Australians are paid up AFL members? 
• From which country did alarming research into concussion injuries first emerge in the mid-2000s? 
• Under current guidelines, how long do AFL players have to spend away from the sport while 

recovering from a concussion? 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What kind of symptoms does former AFL player Chad Rintoul say he suffered as a result of 

concussions? 
2. Did he miss any football games as a result of his concussions?  Yes  /  No 
3. Why wasn’t Chad Rintoul included in a study, conducted by the then AFL’s team doctor, of all 

concussed players from the years 2000 to 2003?  
The study did not include players who … 

4. What proportion of players who suffered a concussion in this period were excluded from the study 
for similar reasons?  

5. According to Rowena Mobbs, a neurologist, how long should players spend away from the game if 
they are concussed? 

6. According to Michael Warnere, a sports journalist, how much money might the AFL have to pay out 
in future to former players who have endured head knocks? 

7. What does Kim Clump say he did at times as a result of concussion and the vagueness that went 
with it? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

formidable                entity                encounter                confront                flawed          rigour                
paramount                stipulate                conservative                mandatory            endure 

 
 
1. A charitable organization is a kind of business ___________________________which is sometimes referred 

to as a charity or foundation and can be run publicly or privately. 
2. A good education and respect for the elderly are both ___________________________in Asian cultures. 
3. According to initial, ___________________________estimates, more than 200 people were thought to have 

died in the catastrophic bushfires. 
4. After starting work at the school, the teacher was ___________________________with a number of problems 

including students with serious behavioural issues and a lack of education resources. 
5. Although he was now 37 years old and had passed his peak, Roger Federer was still a 

___________________________opponent for any player he came up against. 
6. Customs officers said they had ___________________________more people arriving in the country in 

possession of banned plant and animal products. 
7. Fast food companies were critical of a proposed tax on junk food. They said the proposal was 

___________________________because many supermarket products with a much higher fat and sugar 
content would not be subject to the tax. 

8. In most Australian states, wearing helmets is ___________________________for cyclists. 
9. Quality teaching and intellectual ___________________________were essential to the success of the school. 
10. The contract ___________________________that the employee couldn’t work for a competitor for 12 months 

after he left the company. 
11. The patient told her doctor she could not ___________________________the pain any longer and asked for 

stronger pain relief. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
 
• over a million 
• the United States 
• a minimum 12 days 
 

1. migraines (four days in a row), spewing up, couldn't get to bed 
2. no 
3. left the game after their injury  
4. almost 40 percent  
5. four weeks 
6. almost 40 percent 
7. tens of millions (if not more) 
8. went through a red light and I didn't know 
 

 
body, organization entity 
cautious, careful, at the lower end conservative 
challenge, forced to face up to and deal with something confront 
compulsory, required mandatory 
inconsistent, defective, faulty flawed 
intimidating, daunting, frightening formidable 
meet, come across encounter 
specify, set down, set out stipulate 
thoroughness, carefulness, attention to detail rigour 
undergo, go through, live through, experience endure 
very important, of the highest importance paramount 
 
 
1. A charitable organization is a kind of business entity which is sometimes referred to as a charity or 

foundation and can be run publicly or privately. 
2. A good education and respect for the elderly are both paramount in Asian cultures. 
3. According to initial, conservative estimates, more than 200 people were thought to have died in the 

catastrophic bushfires. 
4. After starting work at the school, the teacher was confronted with a number of problems including 

students with serious behavioural issues and a lack of education resources. 
5. Although he was now 37 years old and had passed his peak, Roger Federer was still a formidable 

opponent for any player he came up against. 
6. Customs officers said they had encountered more people arriving in the country in possession of 

banned plant and animal products. 
7. Fast food companies were critical of a proposed tax on junk food. They said the proposal was flawed 

because many supermarket products with a much higher fat and sugar content would not be subject 
to the tax. 

8. In most Australian states, wearing helmets is mandatory for cyclists. 
9. Quality teaching and intellectual rigour were essential to the success of the school. 
10. The contract stipulated that the employee couldn’t work for a competitor for 12 months after he left 

the company. 
11. The patient told her doctor she could not endure the pain any longer and asked for stronger pain 

relief. 
 


