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Title: Scientists say India's heatwave offers disturbing glimpse into future 

First Broadcast: May 2021 

Source: 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:24 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/scientists-say-indias-heatwave-offers-disturbing/13887800 

Summary: A gigantic landfill in Delhi has been burning for days during a record-breaking heatwave. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 

bad smell, foul  
catch fire or cause to catch fire.  
death arising from an accident or disaster  
disaster, catastrophe, tragedy  
fringe, edge  
horrific, disturbing  
huge, very great in size  
income, means of support  
incur  
poisonous, deadly  
possible future effect or result  
put into effect, put into operation  
strength, power, force  
very hot  

 

nightmarish (adj) 
outskirts (n) 
intensity (n) 
scorching heat (adj) 
ignite (v) 
toxic (adj) 
stench (n) 
cop (v) 
vast majority (adj) 
livelihood (n) 
fatality (n) 
health implications (n) 
natural calamity (n) 
implement policies (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
A gigantic landfill in Delhi has been burning for days during a record-breaking heatwave. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What do you think it would be like for the thousands of residents in Delhi who are living around the 

burning rubbish piles in a heatwave? 
Ø Why is hiding from the extreme temperatures not an option for many Indians? 
Ø What needs to be done to reduce the occurrence of severe heatwaves? 
Ø What happens if not enough action is taken to address climate change? 

 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 

• Daily maximum temperatures over the past two months reached ________________ 

 
• What proportion of Indians work outdoors? 

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 

1. How big is the landfill site on the edge of Delhi? The equivalent of ________________ 

2. Since record keeping began, have there been worse heatwaves in March and April? 

3. Fifty thousand residents who live around burning rubbish piles have had to deal with the toxic stench 

of burning plastic and ________________ 

4. What does Geeta sell from landfill to make a little money? 

5. According to studies, severe heatwaves in parts of India are how much more likely because of 

human activity? 

6. In Delhi, the heatwave has also caused ________________ to dry out.  

7. The situation in India has also led to a shortage of ________________ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

nightmarish               outskirts            intensity          scorching         ignite 
toxic              stench              cop              vast              livelihood 

                implication              calamity                 implement 
 
 
 
1. A dozen people were injured when the building collapsed after an explosion. Incredibly, there were 

no ________________________ .   
2. Alcohol is a ________________________ that kills cells such as microorganisms. 
3. As a result of declining revenue, the company was looking at ________________________ a 

number of cost saving measures, including laying off staff and removing the least profitable products 
from its sales catalogue. 

4. Because of the ________________________ of the fire, firefighters were not able to gain immediate 
access to the building to search for victims. 

5. Industry representatives said the proposed carbon tax would have a negative impact on the economy 
and would threaten the ________________________ of tens of thousands of people. 

6. People living on the ________________________ of the city often complained about the lack of 
public transport and other amenities. 

7. ________________________ temperatures had been forecast for rest of the week with local 
beaches expected to be crowded with people trying to escape the heat. 

8. The Amazon is a ________________________ region that spans across eight countries. 
9. The bushfire was thought to have been ________________________ by a lightning strike. 
10. The football team had made a ________________________ start to the season, losing their first 5 

games by an average of 100 points. 
11. The ________________________ of rotting fish in the bin behind the seafood shop was 

overwhelming. 
12. The woman ________________________ a $300 fine for speeding at 20km/h over the limit. 
13. Whatever the causes and projected temperature rises, the ________________________ of global 

warming are very serious, especially for people living in coastal areas. 
14. When COVID first appeared, many economists were predicting an economic __________________. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

• 47 degrees 
• 49 per cent 

 
1. 50 football fields 
2. no 
3. left hungry 
4. iron 
5. twice 
6. river beds 
7. coal 
 
 
bad smell, foul stench 
catch fire or cause to catch fire. ignite 
death arising from an accident or disaster fatality 
disaster, catastrophe, tragedy calamity 
fringe, edge outskirts 
horrific, disturbing nightmarish 
huge, very great in size vast 
income, means of support livelihood 
incur cop 
poisonous, deadly toxic 
possible future effect or result implication 
put into effect, put into operation implement 
strength, power, force intensity 
very hot scorching 

 
 
1. A dozen people were injured when the building collapsed after an explosion. Incredibly, there were 

no fatalities.   
2. Alcohol is a toxin that kills cells such as microorganisms. 
3. As a result of declining revenue, the company was looking at implementing a number of cost saving 

measures, including laying off staff and removing the least profitable products from its sales 
catalogue. 

4. Because of the intensity of the fire, firefighters were not able to gain immediate access to the 
building to search for victims. 

5. Industry representatives said the proposed carbon tax would have a negative impact on the economy 
and would threaten the livelihood of tens of thousands of people. 

6. People living on the outskirts of the city often complained about the lack of public transport and 
other amenities. 

7. Scorching temperatures had been forecast for rest of the week with local beaches expected to be 
crowded with people trying to escape the heat. 

8. The Amazon is a vast region that spans across eight countries. 
9. The bushfire was thought to have been ignited by a lightning strike. 
10. The football team had made a nightmarish start to the season, losing their first 5 games by an 

average of 100 points. 
11. The stench of rotting fish in the bin behind the seafood shop was overwhelming. 
12. The woman copped a $300 fine for speeding at 20km/h over the limit. 
13. Whatever the causes and projected temperature rises, the implications of global warming are very 

serious, especially for people living in coastal areas. 
14. When COVID first appeared, many economists were predicting an economic calamity. 
 


