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Summary: 
A new treatment for Alzheimer’s disease has been approved by US authorities and is 
currently being trialled in Australia. But experts are divided about the drug’s 
effectiveness. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
bring to a stop  
inactive, slow-moving  
length of time that something lasts, 
period 

 

possibly, capable of becoming reality  
prove to be the case, become apparent  
relating to thought processes and mental 
activities 

 

shame, humiliation, loss of pride  
split, in disagreement  
supporter, advocate  
to be against, oppose  
worsening  

 

deterioration (n) 
indignity (n) 
object to the ruling (v) 
experts are divided (adj) 
halt (v) 
cognitive decline (adj) 
potentially years away (adv) 
turn out (v) 
duration (n) 
proponent (n) 
stagnant (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
A new treatment for Alzheimer’s disease has been approved by US authorities and is currently being 
trialled in Australia. But experts are divided about the drug’s effectiveness. 
 

Some scientists think a build-up of proteins in the brain called amyloid plaques is 
the main cause of Alzheimer's. The new drug Aducanumab is an anti-body which 
attaches to the amyloid and essentially neutralises it and removes it from the brain. 

  
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What is Alzheimer’s disease? What are some typical symptoms? 
Ø At least 40 per cent of dementia is preventable. What can be done to stop or slow cognitive decline? 
Ø Some new drugs can cost tens of thousands of dollars a year. Should governments subsidize all 

drugs that have been approved for patients? 
Ø What is an MRI? 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How long ago was Sylvia Johnson diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease? 
• How much is the drug expected to cost per year?  
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What does, Sylvia Johnson, who is part of a clinical trial of the new Alzheimer drug Aducanumab, say 

is the biggest thing you lose when you have Alzheimer’s disease? Your … 
2. According to neurologist Professor Amy Brodtmann, who has patients in the Australian trials, why 

were global trials halted during a routine review in 2019?  
3. Does she believe there is any evidence that the drug causes a reduction in cognitive decline?   

Yes  /  No 
4. What do experts expect the problem for regulators in Australia will be?  

Not whether to approve it but rather will the Government be willing to … 
5. What do patients on the drug also need?  
6. What has John Rodgers, an Alzheimer’s patient, started doing every day to keep the disease at bay?  
7. What does Amy Brodtmann say are the 2 biggest things that have been shown to be of benefit in 

preventing Alzheimer’s?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

deterioration             indignity             object              divided              halt                cognitive                
potentially                turn out                duration                proponent                stagnant 

 
 
1. As we age our ___________________ functions, like short-term memory, tend to slow. 
2. Doctors have been warning the public of the ___________________ fatal consequences of 

overusing antibiotics due to increasing drug resistance. 
3. For the ___________________ of her employment at the company, the woman had not missed a 

single day of work. 
4. Germany is one of the chief ___________________ of tougher measures to reduce global warming. 
5. In many large cities, air quality has ___________________ as a result of pollution from industry and 

motor vehicles.   
6. Japan’s economy had been mostly ___________________ over the last 2 decades with very little 

growth. 
7. Production in the factory had to be ___________________ due to a malfunctioning machine. 
8. The former head of the city’s police department had to suffer the ___________________ of being 

arrested on national TV over possible corruption. 
9. The government was ___________________ on the issue of whether to close all schools to help 

stop the spread of coronavirus. 
10. The new teacher seemed a bit strict and unfriendly at first. But she ___________________ to be one 

of the nicest and teachers many of the students in the class had ever had. 
11. While most people in the village supported the tourism development, some raised 

___________________  to its size and the impact it was likely to have on the environment. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

• 3 years ago 
• about $72,000 

 
 
 

1. pride 
2. there was no evidence that the people on the drug were doing 

any better than the people off the drug 
3. no 
4. pay for it 
5. regular MRIs 
6. walking (and he goes swimming and surfing) 
7. physical exercise and diet 
 

  
 
bring to a stop halt 
inactive, slow-moving stagnant 
length of time that something lasts, period duration 
possibly, capable of becoming reality potentially 
prove to be the case, become apparent turn out 
relating to thought processes and mental activities cognitive 
shame, humiliation, loss of pride indignity 
split, in disagreement divided 
supporter, advocate proponent 
to be against, oppose object 
worsening deterioration 
 
1. As we age our cognitive functions, like short-term memory, tend to slow. 
2. Doctors have been warning the public of the potentially fatal consequences of overusing antibiotics 

due to increasing drug resistance. 
3. For the duration of her employment at the company, the woman had not missed a single day of 

work. 
4. Germany is one of the chief proponents of tougher measures to reduce global warming. 
5. In many large cities, air quality has deteriorated as a result of pollution from industry and motor 

vehicles.   
6. Japan’s economy had been mostly stagnant over the last 2 decades with very little growth. 
7. Production in the factory had to be halted due to a malfunctioning machine. 
8. The former head of the city’s police department had to suffer the indignity of being arrested on 

national TV over possible corruption. 
9. The government was divided on the issue of whether to close all schools to help stop the spread of 

coronavirus. 
10. The new teacher seemed a bit strict and unfriendly at first. But she turned out to be one of the nicest 

and teachers many of the students in the class had ever had. 
11. While most people in the village supported the tourism development, some raised objections to its 

size and the impact it was likely to have on the environment. 
 


