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Title: Mouse plague still hitting regional New South Wales 

First Broadcast: August, 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:48 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/mouse-plague-still-hitting-regional-new-south-
wales/13484210 

Summary: 
In regional New South Wales, many farming families have been dealing with the horror 
of a mouse plague. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
ability to have children  
accurately, used to show what you are 
saying is really true 

 

alter, edit  
become more intense or serious  
catch  
desire, urge  
flow, move continuously round  
get rid of  
having a sharply strong taste or smell  
never done or known before, extraordinary  
postponement of something undesirable  
reject  
very difficult or unpleasant experience, 
distressing 

 

 

reprieve (n) 
contract (v) 
unprecedented event (adj) 
literally (adv) 
traumatic (adj) 
knock back (v) 
temptation (n) 
eradicate (v) 
circulating within the population 

(v) 
manipulate (v) 
fertility (n) 
pungent (adj) 
escalate (v) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.30 REPORT LEARNING ACTIVITIES        Published by Grabaword.com        August 2021           Page 2 / 4  

 
Text Ó 2021 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In regional New South Wales, many farming 
families have been dealing with the horror of a 
mouse plague. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What is a mouse plague? Why do they 

occur?  
 
Ø What impact would a mouse plague have on farming families? What damage do they do? 
Ø What can be done to eradicate mice?  
Ø There was a plan to use a chemical that's been described as napalm for mice. But this was not 

permitted by the responsible authorities. Why? 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Compared to a few months ago, the mouse plague on Darrell Jordison's farm is …  

a. better.              b. worse. 
 
• Lucinda Flynn says the mice are very noisy and would wake her baby daughter up and there were 

thousands in … 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What nearly killed Darrell Jordison? He caught a … 

 
2. His doctors told him that to come out of it alive and with very little side effects, he’s extremely … 

 
3. What impact has the mouse plague had across western New South Wales?  

It has destroyed countless ________________ and threatened ________________ . 
 

4. According to Dr Kevin Oh, from Macquarie University, historical records and data show it is an 
unprecedented event in the recent … 
 

5. Why was a New South Wales Government plan to reintroduce the chemical bromadiolone rejected 
last month? Because of ________________ and ________________ concerns. 
 

6. Researchers are looking for new solutions to reduce mouse numbers. When might they be 
available?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

reprieve             contract            unprecedented            literally            traumatic 
knock back            temptation            eradicate            circulate 

manipulate            fertility            pungent            escalate 

 
 
 
1. After being denied a pay rise, the woman was ________________ to quit her job. 
2. All staff at the factory were sent home after an employee was found to have ________________ the 

Covid virus. 
3. Although most people like the ________________ taste of garlic, they don’t find it so pleasant when 

they smell it on somebody’s breath. 
4. Australia’s 20 plus years of uninterrupted economic growth before Covid was ________________ in 

the country’s history. 
5. Authorities were very concerned that wastewater samples showed the disease was 

________________ widely throughout the community. 
6. Covid lockdowns were costing the economy ________________ billions of dollars a week. 
7. Many of the humanitarian migrants living in the refugee camp and awaiting resettlement had been 

________________ by years of war and violence in their home countries. 
8. The app was used to ________________ images and sound files on a mobile phone. 
9. The car company had planned to close down and lay off hundreds of workers. But they won a 

________________ after the government announced it would provide a grant of $100 million to keep 
the factory open. 

10. The ________________ of life-threatening diseases such as malaria was the charity’s main goal. 
11. The experiment using mice found that high levels of stress can have a big effect on fertility levels. 
12. The woman’s boss ________________ her request for a pay rise, saying the company couldn’t 

afford it. 
13. What started as an argument between 2 people quickly ________________ into a wild brawl 

involving more than 20 people. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• not as bad 
• the roof 
 
1. mouse-borne virus 
2. lucky 
3. crops, businesses 
4. decades 
5. safety, environmental 
6. could be years away 
 
ability to have children fertility 
accurately, used to show what you are 
saying is really true 

literally 

alter, edit manipulate 
become more intense or serious escalate 
catch contract 
desire, urge temptation 
flow, move continuously round circulate 
get rid of eradicate 
having a sharply strong taste or smell pungent 
never done or known before, 
extraordinary 

unprecedented 

postponement of something undesirable reprieve 
reject knock back 
very difficult or unpleasant experience, 
distressing 

traumatic 

 
1. After being denied a pay rise, the woman was tempted to quit her job. 

2. All staff at the factory were sent home after an employee was found to have contracted the Covid 
virus. 

3. Although most people like the pungent taste of garlic, they don’t find it so pleasant when they smell it 
on somebody’s breath. 

4. Australia’s 20 plus years of uninterrupted economic growth before Covid was unprecedented in the 
country’s history. 

5. Authorities were very concerned that wastewater samples showed the disease was circulating 
widely throughout the community. 

6. Covid lockdowns were costing the economy literally billions of dollars a week. 
7. Many of the humanitarian migrants living in the refugee camp and awaiting resettlement had been 

traumatised by years of war and violence in their home countries. 
8. The app was used to manipulate images and sound files on a mobile phone. 
9. The car company had planned to close down and lay off hundreds of workers. But they won a 

reprieve after the government announced it would provide a grant of $100 million to keep the factory 
open. 

10. The eradication of life-threatening diseases such as malaria was the charity’s main goal. 
11. The experiment using mice found that high levels of stress can have a big effect on fertility levels. 
12. The woman’s boss knocked back her request for a pay rise, saying the company couldn’t afford it. 
13. What started as an argument between 2 people quickly escalated into a wild brawl involving more 

than 20 people. 
 


