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Title: Great Barrier Reef could be listed as 'in danger' 

First Broadcast: June 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:46 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/great-barrier-reef-could-be-listed-as-endangered/13407806 

Summary: 
UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee recently recommended that Australia’s 
Great Barrier Reef be listed as 'in danger'. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
achieve a victory, succeed  
approve  
basically, effectively  
be a warning or indication of, signal   
becoming worse, decline  
crucial, key, significant  
deny, reject  
disastrous, terrible  
motivate, inspire, encourage  
never done or known before, 
extraordinary 

 

seek to influence, try to persuade  
 

unprecedented approach (adj) 
foreshadow the decision (v) 
deteriorating water quality (adj) 
sign off on 
catastrophic events (adj) 
essentially (adv) 
critical to survival (adj) 
lobbying campaign (n) 
refute a decision (v) 
spur into action (v) 
triumph (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee recently recommended that Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 
be listed as 'in danger'. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What do you know about the Great Barrier Reef? What is special about it? Have you ever visited the 

reef? 
Ø Why has UNESCO been considering putting the Great Barrier Reef on its `in danger’ list? What are 

the main threats to the health of the reef? What is coral bleaching? 
Ø What is the purpose of having such a list? 
Ø What can be done to protect the Great Barrier Reef? 
Ø Why has the Australian Federal Government's made a big diplomatic effort to persuade the World 

Heritage Committee to not put the Great Barrier Reef on its 'in danger' list? 
   

LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• The World Heritage Committee had never before expressed concern about the state of the Great 

Barrier Reef.  T  /  F 
 

• How many mass coral bleaching events have impacted the Great Barrier Reef since 2015? 3 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. The Great Barrier Reef is about the same size of which country? 

 
2. Australia’s Environment Minister Sussan Ley says she was surprised to learn the news that the reef 

could be put on the World Heritage Committee's in danger list.  T  /  F 
 

3. The Australian Federal Government's most recent report, in 2019, on the state of the reef had 
upgraded  /  downgraded the reef's long-term outlook.  
 

4. How does scientist Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg describe a coral bleaching event?  
Underwater _________________________ that kill corals in great numbers.  
 

5. According to Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, if the world did meet the Paris summit targets of 
keeping global warming well below an increase of 2 degrees and as close as possible to 1.5 
degrees, what proportion of today's corals would still be lost?  
 

6. What does the World Heritage Committee now say is biggest threat to the future of the reef?  
 

7. In regard to the reef, does Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg think we will succeed in preventing an 
environmental catastrophe from occurring?  Yes  /  No 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

unprecedented            deteriorating            sign off on             catastrophic                essentially                
critical                lobby                refute                spur                triumph 

 
 
 
1. After being diagnosed with cancer, the woman’s health _________________________ very quickly and 

within 2 months she was dead. 
2. At the Tokyo Olympics, the high jumper finally _________________________ over her biggest rival who had 

beaten her at the previous 2 Olympic games. 
3. Business leaders often _________________________ the government for policies which favour their 

particular industry. 
4. In her press conference, the prime minister said her government would be _________________________ the 

Paris goal of keeping global warming well below an increase of 2 degrees and as close as possible 
to 1.5 degrees. 

5. In order to tackle the problem of global warming, greater investment in the renewable energy sector 
and less dependence on fossil fuels is _________________________. 

6. Many people say the election of someone as divisive and controversial as Donald Trump to the 
Presidency was _________________________ in American history. 

7. The company released a new product model which looked slightly different from the previous one. 
But in terms of performance, they were _________________________ the same. 

8. The environment minister _________________________ the accusation her government wasn’t doing 
enough to tackle global warming. 

9. The Olympic gold medallist said he had considered quitting the sport 2 years ago, but his mum had 
_________________________ him on. 

10. The small community was in a state of shock after a _________________________ bushfire destroyed many 
houses and took the lives of 23 people. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• F 
• 3 
 

1. France 
2. T 
3. downgraded 
4. heatwaves 
5. between 70-90 per cent 
6. climate change 
7. yes 
 

  
achieve a victory, succeed triumph 
approve sign off on 
basically, effectively essentially 
be a warning or indication of, signal  foreshadow 
becoming worse, decline deteriorating 
crucial, key, significant critical 
deny, reject refute 
disastrous, terrible catastrophic 
motivate, inspire, encourage spur 
never done or known before, extraordinary unprecedented 
seek to influence, try to persuade lobby 
 
 
1. After being diagnosed with cancer, the woman’s health deteriorated very quickly and within 2 

months she was dead. 
2. At the Tokyo Olympics, the high jumper finally triumphed over her biggest rival who had beaten her 

at the previous 2 Olympic games. 
3. Business leaders often lobby the government for policies which favour their particular industry. 
4. In her press conference, the prime minister said her government would be signing off on the Paris 

goal of keeping global warming well below an increase of 2 degrees and as close as possible to 1.5 
degrees. 

5. In order to tackle the problem of global warming, greater investment in the renewable energy sector 
and less dependence on fossil fuels is critical. 

6. Many people say the election of someone as divisive and controversial as Donald Trump to the 
Presidency was unprecedented in American history. 

7. The company released a new product model which looked slightly different from the previous one. 
But in terms of performance, they were essentially the same. 

8. The environment minister refuted the accusation her government wasn’t doing enough to tackle 
global warming. 

9. The Olympic gold medallist said he had considered quitting the sport 2 years ago, but his mum had 
spurred him on. 

10. The small community was in a state of shock after a catastrophic bushfire destroyed many houses 
and took the lives of 23 people. 


