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Summary: 
While other countries accelerate their uptake of electric cars, there are concerns that a 
fragmented government policy approach is limiting their number in Australia.   

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
accept, support. welcome  
bad, poor, awful  
combine, merge, unite, join  
disregard, ignore, set aside, forgo  
huge, very great in size  
making use of something that is available  
process of change or movement, shift  
recognize the existence or truth of 
something 

 

Slow to respond or make progress  
something that encourages someone act 
in a particular way or do something 

 

steady, fixed, resolute, firm, decided  
throw forcefully  

 

transition away from (v) 
uptake of EVs (n) 
sluggish (adj) 
fling blame (v) 
vast country (adj) 
propel (v) 
embrace electric vehicles (v) 
dismal uptake (adj) 
incentive (n) 
waive registration fees (v) 
integrate (v) 
acknowledge the potential (v) 
unwavering (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
While other countries accelerate their uptake of electric cars, there are concerns that a fragmented 
government policy approach is limiting their number in Australia.   
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
• Which countries have a large number of electric cars? 
• Why is the uptake of electric cars in Australia very slow compared to those countries? 
• What can be done to encourage more people to buy electric cars?  
• Some governments provide subsidies to electric car buyers. Should all governments do this? 
• In some countries, the sale of petrol and diesel cars will be completely banned by a certain year. Is 

this a good idea? Should all countries be switching to EVs as soon as possible? Why?  
  
 
LISTENING 
 
Before watching the report, what do you think the figure below refers to?  
 

• 0.75 per cent -  
 
Watch the report and check your answer 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What does New South Wales plan to fully electrify within nine years?  

 
2. In which country will 645,000 government vehicles be going electric?  

 
3. In which country has the adoption of electric vehicles reached almost 20 per cent?  
 
4. According to Saul Griffith, a renewable energy expert, if the average Australian household was 

running their petrol and diesel cars electrically, they would be saving how much a year on petrol and 
diesel?  
 

5. How is the ACT incentivizing private take-up of new EVs?  
Two years free registration, a stamp duty waiver and …  
 

6. Which Australian state currently provides a subsidy for new EVs?   
a. New South Wales             b. Victoria           c. Queensland 
 

7. Manufacturers like Nissan want the Federal Government to provide subsidies of how much for a 
purchase of a new EV?  
 

8. Angus Taylor, Australia’s Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction, says the government is 
planning to subsidize EVs.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

transition             uptake             sluggish             fling 
vast             embrace             dismal             incentive 

waive             integrate             acknowledge             unwavering 

 
 
 
1. After announcing that the government would electrify its entire bus fleet, the minister said it was 

important that transport planning should be ____________________ with energy policy. 
2. After losing the football match 8-0, the coach and players were criticized by fans for such a 

____________________ performance. 
3. After working an 18-hour shift, the woman arrived home and ____________________ herself on the couch 

completely exhausted.  
4. Even though his side had just lost the match 8-0, the coach said he was ____________________ in his 

belief that they could still challenge for the title. 
5. The Amazon is a ____________________ region that spans across eight countries. 
6. The best way to ____________________ more people to use public transport is to improve services and 

decrease ticket prices. 
7. The coach of the struggling football club told the players that in order to improve, they would need to 

be willing to ____________________ a change of culture. 
8. The government ____________________ that lower income earners would be worse off as a result of its 

proposed tax changes. 
9. The government has been criticized for the ____________________ roll-out of COVID vaccinations with 

less than 10% of the country’s population vaccinated. 
10. The health minister said the huge ____________________ of a free flu vaccine had led to shortages but 

the government would be arranging for new supplies to be available soon. 
11. The ____________________ from high school to university can be difficult for many students, which 

explains why the first-year dropout rate at university is generally quite high. 
12. The visa card fee would be ____________________ if you spent more than $20 thousand a year. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
0.75 per cent - What proportion of vehicles on the road in Australia are electric? 0.75 per cent 
 
1. the state bus fleet 
2. the US 
3. China 
4. $2,000-$4,000 
5. interest-free loans on new EVs 
6. Victoria      
7. $4,000-$5,000 
8. F 
 
accept, support. welcome embrace 
bad, poor, awful dismal 
combine, merge, unite, join integrate 
disregard, ignore, set aside, forgo waive 
huge, very great in size vast 
making use of something that is available uptake 
process of change or movement, shift transition 
recognize the existence or truth of something acknowledge 
Slow to respond or make progress sluggish 
something that encourages someone act in a particular way or 
do something 

incentive 

steady, fixed, resolute, firm, decided unwavering 
throw forcefully fling 
 
1. After announcing that the government would electrify its entire bus fleet, the minister said it was 

important that transport planning should be integrated with energy policy. 
2. After losing the football match 8-0, the coach and players were criticized by fans for such a dismal 

performance. 
3. After working an 18-hour shift, the woman arrived home and flung herself on the couch completely 

exhausted.  
4. Even though his side had just lost the match 8-0, the coach said he was unwavering in his belief 

that they could still challenge for the title. 
5. The Amazon is a vast region that spans across eight countries. 
6. The best way to incentivise more people to use public transport is to improve services and decrease 

ticket prices. 
7. The coach of the struggling football club told the players that in order to improve, they would need to 

be willing to embrace a change of culture. 
8. The government acknowledged that lower income earners would be worse off as a result of its 

proposed tax changes. 
9. The government has been criticized for the sluggish roll-out of COVID vaccinations with less than 

10% of the country’s population vaccinated. 
10. The health minister said the huge uptake of a free flu vaccine had led to shortages but the 

government would be arranging for new supplies to be available soon. 
11. The transition from high school to university can be difficult for many students, which explains why 

the first-year dropout rate at university is generally quite high. 
12. The visa card fee would be waived if you spent more than $20 thousand a year. 
 


