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Summary: There has been a lot of debate about when Australia will reopen its borders again.  

 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
essential or urgent thing, necessity  
general, common, comprehensive  
group of similar things that are close 
together or occur together 

 

increasing in size or number, expand  
lack of certainty, inexactness  
make worse  
regret, disappointment 
complaint 

 

require something to be done  
restrict, reduce  
satisfaction with a situation that prevents 
you from trying harder 

 

success, ability to produce a desired 
result 

 

think about  
unsure, or slow in acting  

 

great lament (n) 
dangerous complacency (n) 
vaccine hesitancy (n) 
universal (adj) 
exacerbate (v) 
contemplate (v) 
cluster (n) 
stem the rapid spread (v) 
imperative (n) 
vagueness (n) 
efficacy (n) 
mandate (v) 
scale up (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
There has been a lot of debate about when Australia will reopen its borders again.  
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
• In Australia, there is an issue of vaccine hesitancy? What does this mean? Why is this an issue in 

Australia? What can be done about this? 
• Many Australians want the government to maintain a COVID zero policy while others say we should 

open the borders and accept that there will be some COVID cases and perhaps a number of deaths. 
Who do you think would most like the borders re-opened as soon as possible? What do you think the 
government should do? 

  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• According to a Newspoll opinion poll, what proportion of Australians want to keep the borders 

closed? 

• Which country is Australia contemplating a travel bubble with? 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Which 2 countries were until recently only experiencing small numbers of COVID cases but are now 

experiencing significant waves of infection? 

2. Which 2 countries does Jane Halton, a government health advisor, mention when talking about 
places that have seen a significant reduction in infection numbers as a result of an extensive 
vaccination roll out? The US and … 

3. According to Professor Dale Fisher, from the National University Hospital in Singapore, what has 
helped limit the rapid spread of COVID through Singapore’s migrant worker dorms?  

Rapid testing and … 

4. What proportion of people in Singapore has been vaccinated? 

5. In New Jersey in the US, what are people being offered to encourage them to get vaccinated? 

6. In Australia, what does Jane Halton say also needs to change as the risk factors of the virus 
change? 

7. What proportion of Australia’s population does Jane Halton hope is vaccinated by mid-2022? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

lament                    complacency                    hesitancy                    universal 
exacerbate                contemplate                    cluster                    stem                    imperative 

vagueness                    efficacy                    mandate                    scale up 

 
 
1. After the shares in the company had tripled in value in less than 6 months, the woman 

____________________________ that she had panicked and sold all her holdings when the COVID 
pandemic started. 

2. Although the company had made a record profit for the most recent financial year, managers were 
warned not to become ____________________________ because business conditions could change very 
quickly. 

3. During the lockdown, the government ____________________________ the wearing of masks in all public 
places. 

4. Economists said the government’s first homeowner’s grant would only ____________________________ the 
problem of housing affordability by pushing up prices. 

5. Health authorities were investigating a ____________________________ of cancer cases among residents 
who lived near the heavily polluted river. 

6. Many investors were ____________________________ in buying shares when the COVID pandemic started. 
But if they had, they could have made a lot of money. 

7. New drug treatments normally have to go through years of clinical trials to ensure their safety and 
____________________________. 

8. The company said it would be ____________________________ its operations in Asia as demand for its 
products continued to increase. 

9. The government was criticized by scientists for the ____________________________ of its plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and how it would meet its Paris agreement targets. 

10. These days, global warming is a ____________________________ concern. 
11. Tina was ____________________________ buying a new car. But she was concerned whether she could 

afford it. 
12. To ____________________________ the influx of unaccompanied child migrants into the US, experts said 

more needed to be done to address the root causes of ongoing violence and poverty in Central 
America. 

13. While climate change effects may already be irreversible, it is still ____________________________ for 
nations to agree to dramatic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions to try and slow global warming. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• 73 per cent 

• Singapore 

 

1. Thailand and Taiwan 

2. Britain 

3. social distancing 

4. about 32 per cent 

5. free beer 

6. the quarantine system 

7. 70 or 80 per cent 

 
  
 
essential or urgent thing, necessity imperative 
general, common, comprehensive universal 
group of similar things that are close together or occur together cluster 
increasing in size or number, expand scale up 
lack of certainty, inexactness vagueness 
make worse exacerbate 
regret, disappointment 
complaint 

lament 

require something to be done mandate 
restrict, reduce stem 
satisfaction with a situation that prevents you from trying harder complacency 
success, ability to produce a desired result efficacy 
think about contemplate 
unsure, or slow in acting hesitancy 
 
 
1. After the shares in the company had tripled in value in less than 6 months, the woman lamented that 

she had panicked and sold all her holdings when the COVID pandemic started. 
2. Although the company had made a record profit for the most recent financial year, managers were 

warned not to become complacent because business conditions could change very quickly. 
3. During the lockdown, the government mandated the wearing of masks in all public places. 
4. Economists said the government’s first homeowner’s grant would only exacerbate the problem of 

housing affordability by pushing up prices. 
5. Health authorities were investigating a cluster of cancer cases among residents who lived near the 

heavily polluted river. 
6. Many investors were hesitant in buying shares when the COVID pandemic started. But if they had, 

they could have made a lot of money. 
7. New drug treatments normally have to go through years of clinical trials to ensure their safety and 

efficacy. 
8. The company said it would be scaling up its operations in Asia as demand for its products continued 

to increase. 
9. The government was criticized by scientists for the vagueness of its plans to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and how it would meet its Paris agreement targets. 
10. These days, global warming is a universal concern. 
11. Tina was contemplating buying a new car. But she was concerned whether she could afford it. 
12. To stem the influx of unaccompanied child migrants into the US, experts said more needed to be 

done to address the root causes of ongoing violence and poverty in Central America. 
13. While climate change effects may already be irreversible, it is still imperative for nations to agree to 

dramatic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions to try and slow global warming. 
 


