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Title: One family hopes the loss of their son will reignite euthanasia debate 

First Broadcast: April 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:27 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/one-family-hopes-the-loss-of-their-son-will/13323288 

Summary: 
Based on their own painful personal experience, a family has been pushing for South 
Australia to join other states in adopting voluntary assisted dying legislation. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
 
causing death eventually, incurable  
come to a judgement or opinion  
deterioration, reduction, lessening  
lose control of one's emotions  
not able to be endured or tolerated  
organized actions to achieve a goal, fight  
persuade to do something by using 
pressure or force 

 

putting something into effect or action  
refusing to be persuaded or to change 
one's mind 

 

showing a composed or serious manner 
that is worthy of respect 

 

state of uncertainty  
system of law courts  

 

decline (n) 
terminal diagnosis (adj) 
unbearable pain (adj) 
break down (v) 
limbo (n) 
conclude an investigation (v) 
campaign (n) 
coerce (v) 
implementation (n) 
dignified (adj) 
jurisdiction (n) 
adamant (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Based on their own painful personal experience, a family has been pushing for South Australia to join 
other states in adopting voluntary assisted dying legislation. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What would it be like to be given a terminal diagnosis? 

Ø What is voluntary euthanasia? How does it work? Do you think voluntary euthanasia should be 
legalized? 

Ø Some opponents of voluntary euthanasia say it would be better to boost funding to palliative care. 
What do you think? 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What was Liz and Brett Habermann's 17-year-old son diagnosed with?  

 

2. When Rhys said he wanted to continue with his Year 12, what was his doctor’s response?  

"Forget Year 12 mate, you need to concentrate on _______________________________________ ." 

 

3. Who was with Rhys when he died by suicide at home?  

 

4. After police took away Rhys’s laptop and phone, how long did it take for his parents to get them 
back?  

 

5. What did the police investigation mean for Rhys's other siblings?  

 

6. After the police investigation had been concluded, was Rhys's family charged?  

 

7. Terminally ill patients in Victoria with six months to live (or 12 months if they have a 
neurodegenerative disease) have been able to apply to legally end their lives for how long now?  

 

8. The SA bill is very similar to the Victorian one.  T  /  F 

 

9. In Holland and Belgium, it is legal to euthanize children.  T  /  F  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

decline                 terminal                 unbearable                 break down 
limbo                 conclude                 campaign                 coerce 

implementation                 dignified                 jurisdiction                 adamant 

 
 
 
 
1. After a long economic downturn, there had been a noticeable ______________________________in living 

standards for many people. 
2. After listening to the boy’s friends’ accounts of what happened, the teacher __________________________ 

that he was telling the truth about his bag being stolen. 
3. Construction of the massive wind farm was in ______________________________due to legal challenges 

from nearby residents and delays in receiving final approval by the government. 
4. In some US ______________________________, people convicted of murder can be executed. 
5. Initially, the teacher didn’t believe the student’s story about why he hadn’t completed his homework. 

But the boy was ______________________________he was telling the truth. 
6. The doctor told the patient her lung cancer was ______________________________and couldn't be operated 

on. 
7. The employee said she was ______________________________by her boss into giving false evidence at the 

enquiry. Apparently he had told her that if she didn’t, she would lose her job. 
8. The girl’s mother was a kind and ______________________________woman who was respected by everyone 

in the community. 
9. The government ______________________________new education reforms which aimed to improve literacy 

rates and encourage more children to finish school. 
10. The government launched a new anti-smoking ______________________________which included graphic TV 

commercials which showed diseased lungs. 
11. The heat in the country’s south can be ______________________________, especially in the middle of 

summer. 
12. When the woman heard her mother had died, she ______________________________in tears. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
1. advanced bone cancer 

2. just staying alive 

3. his parents and younger brother 

4. 18 months 

5. they were unable to farewell their brother 

6. no 

7. nearly two years 

8. T 

9. T 

  
 
causing death eventually, incurable terminal 
come to a judgement or opinion conclude 
deterioration, reduction, lessening decline 
lose control of one's emotions break down 
not able to be endured or tolerated unbearable 
organized actions to achieve a goal, fight campaign 
persuade to do something by using pressure or force coerce 
putting something into effect or action implementation 
refusing to be persuaded or to change one's mind adamant 
showing a composed or serious manner that is worthy of 
respect 

dignified 

state of uncertainty limbo 
system of law courts jurisdiction 
 
 
 
1. After a long economic downturn, there had been a noticeable decline in living standards for many 

people. 
2. After listening to the boy’s friends’ accounts of what happened, the teacher concluded that he was 

telling the truth about his bag being stolen. 
3. Construction of the massive wind farm was in limbo due to legal challenges from nearby residents 

and delays in receiving final approval by the government. 
4. In some US jurisdictions, people convicted of murder can be executed. 
5. Initially, the teacher didn’t believe the student’s story about why he hadn’t completed his homework. 

But the boy was adamant he was telling the truth. 
6. The doctor told the patient her lung cancer was terminal and couldn't be operated on. 
7. The employee said she was coerced by her boss into giving false evidence at the enquiry. 

Apparently he had told her that if she didn’t, she would lose her job. 
8. The girl’s mother was a kind and dignified woman who was respected by everyone in the 

community. 
9. The government implemented new education reforms which aimed to improve literacy rates and 

encourage more children to finish school. 
10. The government launched a new anti-smoking campaign which included graphic TV commercials 

which showed diseased lungs. 
11. The heat in the country’s south can be unbearable, especially in the middle of summer. 
12. When the woman heard her mother had died, she broke down in tears. 
 


