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Title: Crocodile numbers exploding in the Northern Territory 

First Broadcast: May 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:49 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/crocodile-numbers-exploding-in-the-northern/13330982 

Summary: 
With the number of crocodiles in Australia’s Top End, there are some calls for hunting to 
be renewed. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
average number of things per unit of 
space, concentration 

 

becoming more and more rapid  
cautious  
food placed on a hook or in a net, or trap 
to attract fish or other animals  

 

huge, very great in size, immense  
make illegal  
protection of animals, plants, and natural 
resources 

 

regard something as being caused by  
size, extent, or importance of something  
something interesting or enjoyable that 
people want to visit or see 

 

something that encourages someone act 
in a particular way or do something 

 

to be involved directly with something, 
act together 

 

very old, ancient  
 

major attraction (n) 
prehistoric beasts (adj) 
interact with animals (v) 
exponential rise (adj) 
magnitude (n) 
smell the bait (n) 
widely attributed (v) 
outlaw (v) 
incentive (n) 
conservation (n) 
vast landscape (adj) 
density (n) 
wary (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Where is Australia’s Top End? 
Ø Why are crocodile numbers in Australia’s Top End increasing so quickly? What are the 

consequences of this? 
Ø Some people believe that to manage the exploding crocodile numbers, limited hunting should be re-

introduced. Do you think this is a good solution?  
Ø Why might some Indigenous clan groups not support this? 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Since when have crocodiles in the Top End been protected?  
• Does Professor Grahame Webb think hunting should be made legal again? 
• All of the 19 different Aboriginal clan groups across the Top End are opposed to the hunting of 

crocodiles.  T  /  F 
 

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. In the early 1970s, it's estimated that around 3,000 crocodiles were in NT waterways – what is the 

estimate now?  
2. What are crocodile cages in NT waterways used for?  

To prevent crocodiles ____________________________ 
3. How effective are the traps?  a. They always work          b. They don’t always work 
4. What does the ranger say that people in the Top End need to be aware of when it comes to 

crocodiles?  
5. According to Professor Grahame Webb, one of the world’s leading authorities on crocodilian 

research and management, why was hunting considered a win-win situation in the past?  
You could get economic development and ________________________________________________________. 

6. Traditional Aboriginal owners can earn over $2 million a year from what?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

attraction                prehistoric                interact               exponential 
magnitude                bait                  attribute               outlaw               incentive 

conservation                 vast                 density                  wary 

 
 
 
 
1. Aid organizations said governments didn’t realize the ____________________________of the disaster and 

how millions of lives were at risk. 
2. As urban populations continue to grow and available land becomes scarcer, higher 

____________________________housing is inevitable. 
3. During the COVID pandemic, government debt in many countries has risen at an 

____________________________rate. 
4. Greenpeace is one of the world’s biggest and best-known ____________________________organizations. 
5. In her press conference after winning the tournament, the tennis player ____________________________her 

win to her fantastic coach.  
6. People should be ____________________________of emails promising big returns on online investment 

schemes. Most often they are fraudulent. 
7. Some people think that cigarette smoking shouldn’t just be banned inside buildings, it should be 

____________________________in all public spaces. 
8. The Amazon is a ____________________________region that spans across eight countries. 
9. The best way to ____________________________people to use public transport is to improve services and 

decrease ticket prices. 
10. The fisherman normally used shellfish as ____________________________. 
11. The flight attendant said his favourite part of the job was ____________________________with passengers. 
12. The Great Barrier Reef is one of Australia’s most popular tourist ____________________________. 
13. The mining company was accused of destroying a number of ____________________________cave 

paintings when they expanded their main mine. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• since 1971 
• yes 
• F 
 

1. as many as 200,000 
2. creeping on to Darwin beaches  
3. They don’t always work  
4. crocodiles can be in any waterway 
5. get rid of a pest 
6. harvesting croc eggs 
 

  
average number of things per unit of space, concentration density 
becoming more and more rapid exponential 
cautious wary 
food placed on a hook or in a net, or trap to attract fish or other 
animals  

bait 

huge, very great in size, immense vast 
make illegal outlaw 
protection of animals, plants, and natural resources conservation 
regard something as being caused by attribute 
size, extent, or importance of something magnitude 
something interesting or enjoyable that people want to visit or see attraction 
something that encourages someone act in a particular way or do 
something 

incentive 

to be involved directly with something, act together interact 
very old, ancient prehistoric 
 
1. Aid organizations said governments didn’t realize the magnitude of the disaster and how millions of 

lives were at risk. 
2. As urban populations continue to grow and available land becomes scarcer, higher density housing 

is inevitable. 
3. During the COVID pandemic, government debt in many countries has risen at an exponential rate. 
4. Greenpeace is one of the world’s biggest and best-known conservation organizations. 
5. In her press conference after winning the tournament, the tennis player attributed her win to her 

fantastic coach.  
6. People should be wary of emails promising big returns on online investment schemes. Most often 

they are fraudulent. 
7. Some people think that cigarette smoking shouldn’t just be banned inside buildings, it should be 

outlawed in all public spaces. 
8. The Amazon is a vast region that spans across eight countries. 
9. The best way to incentivise people to use public transport is to improve services and decrease ticket 

prices. 
10. The fisherman normally used shellfish as bait. 
11. The flight attendant said his favourite part of the job was interacting with passengers. 
12. The Great Barrier Reef is one of Australia’s most popular tourist attractions. 
13. The mining company was accused of destroying a number of prehistoric cave paintings when they 

expanded their main mine. 
 


