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Title: Meet Shyla Heal– the second generation of basketballers heading to the US 

First Broadcast: Apr 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:39 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/meet-shyla-heal%E2%80%93-our-latest-basketball-
sensation/13312552 

Summary: 
Shyla Heal, the daughter of Australian basketball great Shane Heal, is the latest 
Australian to be drafted into the WNBA in the United States at pick number 8. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
alter, change completely and normally in 
a positive way 

 

exceed, to be bigger or greater than 
someone or something else 

 

imagine, form a mental image of  
in addition to  
lasting effect  
official permission for something to 
proceed or take place 

 

period, time  
person regarded as likely to succeed or 
as a potential customer, client, player etc. 

 

select a player for a sports team or 
competition 

 

succeed  
 

surpass (v) 
over and above 
draft (v) 
prospect (n) 
pay off (v) 
imprint (n) 
transform (v) 
clearance 
fun era (n) 
visualise (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Shyla Heal, the daughter of Australian basketball great Shane Heal, is the latest Australian to be drafted 
into the WNBA in the United States at pick number 8. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø Do you like basketball? What’s your favourite sport? 
Ø What do you think it would be like for a young Australian player to be drafted into the WBA or 

WNBA? How would Shyla feel? What would it have taken for her to get there?  
Ø Would you like to be a professional athlete? In which sport? 
Ø How do you think Shyla Heal’s dad, Shane, has influenced her? 
  
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Shyla has been training with her father since she was how old? 

• Shane Heal played in how many Olympics? 

• Isobel Anstey, daughter of another Australian who played in the NBA, is waiting to take up a 
university scholarship in which American state?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What does Shyla say about the influence of her father?  

That she “definitely wouldn't be here without him” and she’s “so ___________________to have 
him.” 

 

2. Most prospective WNBA players go through the American college system first – why did Shyla 
choose not to? She wanted to … 

 

3. The Heal name is still well known in the US almost 25 years after Shane played for the Australian 
Boomers against America’s Dream Team. What did Shane do in that game that was widely reported?  

 

4. What does he say the act imprinted in a lot of people's minds?  

5. “That Aussies don't take a backward step and are ready for _______________________________.” 

 

6. Shyla Heal being picked inside the top 10 was completely unexpected.  T  /  F 

 

7. What does Shyla say about the experience?  

“I have visualised and pictured this moment since I was a little girl so many times and, now that it's 
actually happening, it feels like a ________________________.” 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

surpass                   over and above                  draft                  prospect                  pay off 
imprint                  transform                  clearance                  era                  visualise 

 
 

1. After winning an Olympic gold medal, the swimmer said all the years of 4am starts and hard 
training had finally ________________________________. 

2. Athletes are often trained to spend some moments ________________________________success shortly 
before they compete. 

3. In an ________________________________of driverless cars, it is expected that fewer and fewer people will 
choose to own their own vehicle or even get a driver’s license. 

4. Normally anyone ________________________________in the top 10 can expect a starting salary in excess of 
$1 million per year. 

5. The company said it was considering ________________________________inside and outside the company 
to replace the outgoing CEO.  

6. The experience of growing up poor was ________________________________on the woman’s mind. Even 
though she was now a millionaire, she didn’t waste money on unnecessary things. 

7. The pilots finally received ________________________________to take off after waiting almost an hour on 
the tarmac. 

8. The restaurant always provided exceptional service ________________________________what normally 
might be expected. 

9. The tennis player had a great 2015 by winning 4 tournaments and finishing number 4 in the 
world. But she had already ________________________________that performance this year with 6 
tournament wins and a career high ranking of number 2. 

10. The workplace environment and the way people work have undergone a massive 
________________________________over the last few decades as a result of technological development. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

• six or seven 
• 4 
• California 

 
 

1. lucky 
2. wanted to get there quicker 
3. dared shape up to superstar Charles Barkley 
4. the challenge 
5. F 
6. a dream 
 

  
 
alter, change completely and normally in a positive way transform 
exceed, to be bigger or greater than someone or something else surpass 
imagine, form a mental image of visualise 
in addition to over and above 
lasting effect imprint 
official permission for something to proceed or take place clearance 
period, time era 
person regarded as likely to succeed or as a potential customer, client, 
player etc. 

prospect 

select a player for a sports team or competition draft 
succeed pay off 
 
 

1. After winning an Olympic gold medal, the swimmer said all the years of 4am starts and hard 
training had finally paid off. 

2. Athletes are often trained to spend some moments visualising success shortly before they 
compete. 

3. In an era of driverless cars, it is expected that fewer and fewer people will choose to own their 
own vehicle or even get a driver’s license. 

4. Normally anyone drafted in the top 10 can expect a starting salary in excess of $1 million per 
year. 

5. The company said it was considering prospects inside and outside the company to replace the 
outgoing CEO.  

6. The experience of growing up poor was imprinted on the woman’s mind. Even though she was 
now a millionaire, she didn’t waste money on unnecessary things. 

7. The pilots finally received clearance to take off after waiting almost an hour on the tarmac. 
8. The restaurant always provided exceptional service over and above what normally might be 

expected. 
9. The tennis player had a great 2015 by winning 4 tournaments and finishing number 4 in the 

world. But she had already surpassed that performance this year with 6 tournament wins and a 
career high ranking of number 2. 

10. The workplace environment and the way people work have undergone a massive 
transformation over the last few decades as a result of technological development. 

 


