
7.30 REPORT LEARNING ACTIVITIES        Published by Grabaword.com        March 2021           Page 1 / 4  

 
Text Ó 2021 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 

Title: Could magic mushrooms and ecstasy help with mental health issues? 

First Broadcast: Mar 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:15 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/could-magic-mushrooms-and-ecstasy-help-with-
mental/13240250 

Summary: 

Psychedelic therapy is illegal in Australia but a group of prominent Australians are 
calling for the clinical use of drugs such as ecstasy and magic mushrooms to be 
allowed, arguing it could change the lives of people struggling with conditions such as 
PTSD. 

Interviewee: 
• Andrew Robb - A former government trade minister who now belongs to a charity 

called Mind Medicine. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
ability to produce a desired or intended result, 
success 

 

based on reports or observations  
earlier than usual  
eat  
ex-member of the armed forces  
face, forced to face up to and deal with something  
go against, escape, defeat  
manner or way of doing something  
mention, comment on  
reach a crisis  
very difficult or unpleasant experience, distressing  

 

defy logic (v) 
negative fashion (n) 
make reference to (n) 
confront a problem (v) 
come to a head 
traumatic (adj) 
ingest (v) 
efficacy (n) 
premature (adj) 
anecdotally (adv) 
veteran (n) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What is a psychedelic drug? 
Ø What is PTSD? How are conditions like this normally treated?  
Ø Should Australia’s Therapeutic Goods Administration (the medicine and therapeutic regulatory agency of 

the Australian Government) allow psychedelic therapy in Australia? What might be some arguments 
for and against this? 

  
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• What kind of depression does Andrew Robb have?  

A. One that makes him deeply depressed at night.          B. When he wakes up. 

• Psychedelic therapy is currently only offered at clinics in the US.  T  /  F 

• Does Australia's top psychiatry organisation, the College of Psychiatrists, agree that changes should 
be made to the TGA's rules to allow the use of psychedelic therapy?  Yes  /  No 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What happened with the antidepressant medicine Andrew Robb had been taking?  

 

2. What does psychedelic therapy involve?  

Patients ingesting small amounts of magic mushrooms or ecstasy before being provided 
________________________________________ 

 

3. Andrew Robb says that it is quite well agreed that psychedelic therapy increases ___________________ 

 

4. According to Andrew Robb, in over 150 clinical trials that have taken place in the last 20 years, up to 
60 to 80 per cent remission was achieved. 

 

5. In contrast, he says at best 30 per cent of people in Australia will respond to antidepressants. 

 

6. What is Australia's top psychiatry organisation, the College of Psychiatrists, concerned about?  

 

7. Which drug in Australia is approved for controlled medical use but is illegal for recreational 
purposes? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

defy                fashion               reference               confront               come to a head 
traumatic           ingest            efficacy            premature            anecdotally               veteran 

 
 
1. After the concert, the large crowd was asked to leave the venue in an ____________________ fashion. 
2. After the final clinical trial, there were still some concerns about the ____________________ of the drug 

and whether it could be successfully brought to market. 
3. Although the latest statistics showed very little change to the unemployment rate, there was 

____________________ evidence that firms were more confident about future business conditions and 
were considering hiring more workers. 

4. In the interview, the politician ____________________ a number of times to the country’s economic 
problems under the current government. 

5. Many of the humanitarian migrants living in the refugee camp and awaiting resettlement had been 
____________________ by years of war and violence in their home countries. 

6. Most babies who are born ____________________ grow up to be healthy children. 
7. Most traditional newspaper publishers are ____________________ with the challenge of trying to attract 

more readers at a time when a lot of news content can be consumed online for free.   
8. The band’s music was so original it ____________________ adequate description. You just had to hear it 

for yourself. 
9. The political crisis involving the Prime Minister ____________________ when he announced he would quit 

office and retire. 
10. The security company mostly hired army ____________________. 
11. The young child was taken to hospital with bad stomach pains. Doctors took an x-ray of his stomach 

to see if he might have ____________________ an object. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• when he wakes up 
• F 
• no 
 
 

1. no longer worked 
2. being provided psychotherapy 
3. the activity in the brain 

4. 60 to 80 
5. 30 
6. The message it would send the community that currently illegal drugs were 

allowed for medicinal purposes 
7. cannabis 
 

  
ability to produce a desired or intended result, success efficacy 
based on reports or observations anecdotally 
earlier than usual premature 
eat ingest 
ex-member of the armed forces veteran 
face, forced to face up to and deal with something confront 
go against, escape, defeat defy 
manner or way of doing something fashion 
mention, comment on reference 
reach a crisis come to a head 
very difficult or unpleasant experience, distressing traumatic 
 
1. After the concert, the large crowd was asked to leave the venue in an orderly fashion. 
2. After the final clinical trial, there were still some concerns about the efficacy of the drug and whether 

it could be successfully brought to market. 
3. Although the latest statistics showed very little change to the unemployment rate, there was 

anecdotal evidence that firms were more confident about future business conditions and were 
considering hiring more workers. 

4. In the interview, the politician referred a number of times to the country’s economic problems under 
the current government. 

5. Many of the humanitarian migrants living in the refugee camp and awaiting resettlement had been 
traumatised by years of war and violence in their home countries. 

6. Most babies who are born premature grow up to be healthy children. 
7. Most traditional newspaper publishers are confronted with the challenge of trying to attract more 

readers at a time when a lot of news content can be consumed online for free.   
8. The band’s music was so original it defied adequate description. You just had to hear it for yourself. 
9. The political crisis involving the Prime Minister came to a head when he announced he would quit 

office and retire. 
10. The security company mostly hired army veterans. 
11. The young child was taken to hospital with bad stomach pains. Doctors took an x-ray of his stomach 

to see if he might have ingested an object. 
 


