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Title: Calls for much stronger penalties for serious biosecurity breaches by importers 

First Broadcast: February 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 8:24 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/outrage-over-the-potential-lasting-impact-of/13185232 

Summary: 
A seafood company was recently fined for swapping prawns infected with white spot 
disease with clean ones to pass inspections. Meanwhile, prawn farmers in Queensland 
have been devastated by white spot disease outbreaks. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
a point at which something is about to happen  
attack on, invasion of  
become subject to, suffer  
done or acting according to a fixed plan  
fail to comply with, fail to respect  
obey, follow, comply with  
obstruct, impede, prevent action  
openly disregard  
put into effect, put into operation  
responsibility for a wrong, blame  
showing a lack of experience, wisdom, or 
judgement 

 

system of rules, procedures or conduct  
to claim something is the case or has taken 
place 

 

 

brink (n) 
biosecurity incursion (n) 
culpability (n) 
systematic (adj) 
naive (adj) 
implement recommendations (v) 
violate the reason (v) 
allege (v) 
hinder an inspection (v) 
incur a cost (v) 
flout rules (v) 
protocol (n) 
law abiding 
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SUMMARY 
 
A seafood company was recently fined for swapping prawns infected with white spot disease with clean 
ones to pass inspections. Meanwhile, prawn farmers in Queensland have been devastated by white spot 
disease outbreaks. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What does biosecurity mean? Why is biosecurity important for Australia?  
Ø In regard to the recent white spot disease outbreak, Helen Scott-Orr, the former Inspector-General of 

Biosecurity in Australia, says: “It's a battle. It's a battle with a financial goal for one group and a 
biosecurity goal for the other.” What does she mean exactly? 

Ø Some prawn farmers in Queensland were forced to destroy all their prawns because of the white 
spot disease outbreak. How do you think they felt about that? 

Ø Should penalties for food importers that are responsible for serious breaches of a country’s 
biosecurity regulations be tougher? 

 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Under biosecurity measures, what must be done to prawns to kill the white spot virus?  

They must be … 

 

2. According to Mathew Poile, how much has the white spot virus cost his prawn farm for the first year-
and-a-half after the outbreak? Upwards of $500,000 or $600,000 

 

3. What is thought to be the likely source of the outbreak?  

Frozen imported prawns infected with the virus being used as … 

 

4. A seafood importer called EB Ocean, which was found to have swapped prawns infected with white 
spot disease with clean ones, was fined for failing to store prawns according to biosecurity 
arrangements and hindering an inspection. The prawns were imported from which country?  

 

5. How much was EB Ocean was fined?  

 

6. What did Mathew Poile say about the penalty given to EB Ocean? 

 

7. What have increased testing and inspection measures now in place resulted in?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

brink                   incursion                  culpability                  systematic 
naive                  implement                  violate                  allege               hinder 

incur                 flout                 protocol                 abide 

 
 
1. A lot of expense was …………………..…………….. in setting up the restaurant, with more than $200 

thousand going on the kitchen alone. 
2. A snowstorm …………………..…………….. the progress of the mountain climbers, so they were forced to 

spend the night on the mountain. 
3. After 3 years of drought, the farmer said he was on the …………………..…………….. of financial ruin and 

would soon be forced to sell his farm which had been in his family for more than 4 generations. 
4. After the earthquake, police and emergency services conducted a …………………..…………….. search of 

damaged buildings. 
5. Even though the players said it was unfair that they were banned from leaving their hotel after 8pm 

during the competition, they agreed to …………………..…………….. by their coach’s decision.   
6. Health authorities were accused of being …………………..…………….. for thinking that the country wasn’t in 

danger of a major COVID-19 outbreak like the one that had occurred in neighbouring countries. 
7. In the football competition, coaches have to follow specific …………………..…………….. in the case of a 

footballer sustaining a head injury. 
8. Police …………………..…………….. the two men were responsible for the death of another man during a 

fight outside a hotel last night. 
9. The company …………………..…………….. a smoke-free workplace which included all indoor spaces and 

outdoor areas surrounding the building. 
10. The country was accused of openly …………………..…………….. international law by imprisoning the 

protestors. 
11. The parents of the soldier killed said the country’s president was …………………..…………….. for their son’s 

death because the US should never have invaded Iraq in the first place. 
12. The teenager accused her parents of …………………..…………….. her privacy and human rights by 

searching through her room. 
13. Throughout history, the US has launched military …………………..…………….. into foreign states, such as 

Iraq, which have cost tens of thousands of lives. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
1. cooked or treated with radiation  

2. $500,000 or $600,000 

3. bait by people fishing 

4. China 

5. $80,000 

6. laughable 

7. 26 shipments of infected prawns being detected in the last three years 

 
a point at which something is about to happen brink 
attack on, invasion of incursion 
responsibility for a wrong, blame culpability 
done or acting according to a fixed plan systematic 
showing a lack of experience, wisdom, or judgement naive 
put into effect, put into operation implement 
fail to comply with, fail to respect violate 
to claim something is the case or has taken place allege 
obstruct, impede, prevent action hinder 
become subject to, suffer incur 
openly disregard flout 
system of rules, procedures or conduct protocol 
obey, follow, comply with abide 
 
 
1. A lot of expense was incurred in setting up the restaurant, with more than $200 thousand going on 

the kitchen alone. 
2. A snowstorm hindered the progress of the mountain climbers, so they were forced to spend the 

night on the mountain. 
3. After 3 years of drought, the farmer said he was on the brink of financial ruin and would soon be 

forced to sell his farm which had been in his family for more than 4 generations. 
4. After the earthquake, police and emergency services conducted a systematic search of damaged 

buildings. 
5. Even though the players said it was unfair that they were banned from leaving their hotel after 8pm 

during the competition, they agreed to abide by their coach’s decision.   
6. Health authorities were accused of being naïve for thinking that the country wasn’t in danger of a 

major COVID-19 outbreak like the one that had occurred in neighbouring countries. 
7. In the football competition, coaches have to follow specific protocols in the case of a footballer 

sustaining a head injury. 
8. Police alleged the two men were responsible for the death of another man during a fight outside a 

hotel last night. 
9. The company implemented a smoke-free workplace which included all indoor spaces and outdoor 

areas surrounding the building. 
10. The country was accused of openly flouting international law by imprisoning the protestors. 
11. The parents of the soldier killed said the country’s president was culpable for their son’s death 

because the US should never have invaded Iraq in the first place. 
12. The teenager accused her parents of violating her privacy and human rights by searching through 

her room. 
13. Throughout history, the US has launched military incursions into foreign states, such as Iraq, which 

have cost tens of thousands of lives. 
 


