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Title: Our growing resistance to antibiotics may be an ongoing health threat 

First Broadcast: January 2021 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 7.23  

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/our-growing-resistance-to-antibiotics-may-be-an/13059088 

Summary: 
With antibiotic resistance predicted to cause millions of deaths per year, Australian 
researchers have been treating patients in a clinical trial using phage therapy which 
uses viruses to treat bacterial infections. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
a liquid with healing or magical properties   
about to happen soon and causing worry  
an extreme to which a course of action is 
taken 

 

crack or break  
engage in an activity or course of action  
extremely important or necessary, crucial  
fail to resist  
nearly, almost  
putting something into effect or action  
standard, regular  
the quality of being relevant or 
appropriate 

 

treatment  
 

looming crisis (adj) 
vital (adj) 
therapy (n) 
routine surgeries (adj) 
multiple fractures (n) 
virtually untreatable (adv) 
implement (v) 
go to extraordinary lengths 
potion (n) 
worth pursuing (v) 
applicability (n) 
succumb to infections (v) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
What is a phage? 
 
A phage is a powerful virus which binds to bacteria. It is selective and infects and kills a particular 
bacteria species by injecting its DNA. The viral genome effectively replaces the bacterial genome, halting 
the bacterial infection. 
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SUMMARY 
With antibiotic resistance predicted to cause millions of deaths per year, Australian researchers have 
been treating patients in a clinical trial using phage therapy which uses viruses to treat bacterial 
infections. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
• What are antibiotics? Why is antibiotic resistance increasing around the world? Why is this such a big 

problem? 
• Where can phages be found? 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• What are some places where phages live naturally everywhere?  

• Phage therapy is a new form of treatment.  T  /  F 

• Can patients access phage therapy in Australia?  

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. The trial being conducted by Jon Iredell and his team involves 13 patients, including eight-year-old 

girl Dhanvi. How were her legs badly injured?  

2. What was the problem for her? She had multiple fractures and _______________________ 

3. What outcome was she facing as a result of her antibiotic-resistant infection?  

4. How effective was her phage therapy?  

5. Where is phage therapy routinely used?  

6. What kind of infection did fitness instructor Frances Caratozzolo develop and which didn't respond to 
antibiotics?  

7. She managed to access phage treatment in which country?  

8. How effective has her treatment been?  

9. Phages could be key in helping patients who are seriously ill with which disease?  

10. What does Peter Collignon think about the potential of phage therapy?  

A. He is confident it is an effective alternative to antibiotics. 

B. It has potential but there are limitations. 

C. It is too early to say. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

looming                 vital                 therapy                 routine 
fracture                 virtually                    implement                   length 

potion                 pursue                      applicability                 succumb 

 
 
 
1. After 10 years battling cancer, the woman eventually ………………………….……………. to the disease. 
2. Given the number of people who could be observed not wearing masks, it seemed that many 

believed the tough new COVID-19 restrictions were not ………………………….……………. to them. 
3. If someone suffers a major heart attack, immediate medical attention is ………………………….……………. to 

their chances of survival. 
4. Observers said there was ………………………….……………. no chance the unpopular government could win 

the next election. 
5. The Australian government has gone to great ………………………….……………. to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 in the community. 
6. The cancer patient underwent 12 weeks of radiation ………………………….……………. after surgery. 
7. The man said the drink he made each morning from herbs and spices was a kind of magical potion 

that prevented all kinds of illnesses. 
8. The police performed a ………………………….……………. alcohol breath test of the driver after she was 

involved in a traffic accident. 
9. The restaurant chain estimated that the ………………………….……………. of a new online booking system 

had saved the company more than a million dollars in the first year. 
10. The talented teenager moved to Europe with his parents to ………………………….……………. his dream of 

becoming a professional racing car driver. 
11. With dry conditions, strong winds, and temperatures expected to be above 40 degrees, the Bureau of 

Meteorology warned firefighting authorities that a disaster was ………………………….…………….. 
12. X-rays revealed the football player had ………………………….……………. her leg after falling awkwardly in a 

tackle. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• soil and sewage 
• F – been used for 100 years 
• no 

1. in a car accident (on a family holiday in India) 

2. wounds that wouldn't heal  
3. losing her leg 
4. better than ever imagined 
5. Eastern Europe 
6. hip 
7. Georgia 
8. she has seen slight change (but it’s only still early stages) 
9. COVID-19 
10. It has potential but there are limitations 

 
  
a liquid with healing or magical properties  potion 
about to happen soon and causing worry looming 
an extreme to which a course of action is taken length 
crack or break fracture 
engage in an activity or course of action pursue 
extremely important or necessary, crucial vital 
fail to resist succumb 
nearly, almost virtually 
putting something into effect or action implement 
standard, regular routine 
the quality of being relevant or appropriate applicability 
treatment therapy 
 
1. After 10 years battling cancer, the woman eventually succumbed to the disease. 
2. Given the number of people who could be observed not wearing masks, it seemed that many 

believed the tough new COVID-19 restrictions were not applicable to them. 
3. If someone suffers a major heart attack, immediate medical attention is vital to their chances of 

survival. 
4. Observers said there was virtually no chance the unpopular government could win the next election. 
5. The Australian government has gone to great lengths to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the 

community. 
6. The cancer patient underwent 12 weeks of radiation therapy after surgery. 
7. The man said the drink he made each morning from herbs and spices was a kind of magical potion 

that prevented all kinds of illnesses. 
8. The police performed a routine alcohol breath test of the driver after she was involved in a traffic 

accident. 
9. The restaurant chain estimated that the implementation of a new online booking system had saved 

the company more than a million dollars in the first year. 
10. The talented teenager moved to Europe with his parents to pursue his dream of becoming a 

professional racing car driver. 
11. With dry conditions, strong winds, and temperatures expected to be above 40 degrees, the Bureau of 

Meteorology warned firefighting authorities that a disaster was looming. 
12. X-rays revealed the football player had fractured her leg after falling awkwardly in a tackle. 


