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Title: 
Some of Australia's biggest coal buyers are pledging to achieve net zero carbon 
emissions by 2050 

First Broadcast: November 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:47 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/some-of-australias-biggest-coal-buyers-are/12829154 

Summary: 
Some of Australia's biggest coal buyers have set a goal of net zero carbon emissions by 
2050. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
accurately, used to show what you are 
saying is really true 

 

campaign, drive, push  
central, main, underlying  
forceful, bold, decisive  
imaginary, fantasy  
plan or goal, program, scheme  
possible future effect or result  
process of change or movement, shift  
promise, vow, guarantee  
put into effect, put into operation  

 

mythical idea (adj) 
literally (adv) 
pledge (v) 
assertive measures (adj) 
implication (n) 
core agenda (adj) 
economic agenda (n) 
crusade (n) 
implement (v) 
orderly transition (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Some of Australia's biggest coal buyers have set a goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2050. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS  
  
• What is thermal coal? Which countries are the biggest buyers of Australian thermal coal? 
• What are the alternatives to coal? 
• If more countries set a goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2050, what impact will this have on 

Australia? Should the Australian government be concerned about this? What can the government do 
in response? 

• Should all countries be aiming for net zero carbon emissions by 2050? 
• How can the big banks influence climate change action? 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• According to BHP, one of the world’s biggest miners, what proportion of the world’s coal mines are 

now losing money with every tonne of coal they're mining?  
• Which country recently pledged net zero emissions by the year 2060?  
• Which other 2 countries also announced they would reduce their carbon emissions to reach net zero 

by the year 2050?  
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. According to industry analyst Tim Buckley, how much does it cost to operate an existing coal-fired 

power plant compared to a solar project? 
 

2. What do the following figures from the report refer to? 
 
• $17 billion worth last year –   

 
• $40 billion worth last year –  

 
3. Is Prime Minister Scott Morrison worried about the future of Australian exports?  Yes  /  No 

 
4. According to Emma Herd, who advises investors on climate change, what proportion of Australia’s 

trade now goes to countries which have in place deep decarbonisation plans to reach net zero by 
2050?  

 
5. When does the Australian government say it will reach net zero emissions?  

Between … 
 

6. What policy have Australia’s big four banks announced in regard to new coal-fired power plants and 
thermal coal mines?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

literally                mythical                pledge                assertive                implication 
core                agenda                crusade                implement                transition 

 
 
1. A new poll showed that more than 80 per cent of people believed there was enough scientific 

evidence to indicate humans are responsible for global warming and that governments need to 

……………………………………… measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

2. As interest rates have decreased over recent years, more people were making the 

……………………………………… from renting to owning their own home. 

3. Bigfoot is a ………………………………………, ape-like creature that is said to inhabit the forests of North 

America. 

4. How to tackle climate change has become a ……………………………………… issue for many governments 

around the world. 

5. Most of the employees at the company were unwilling to raise issues with management because 

they were worried about their keeping their jobs. But one worker, who had only been at the company 

for a few months, was quite ………………………………………. If they thought something wasn’t right, they 

didn’t hesitate to tell their manager.    

6. The country’s prime minister ……………………………………… to cut greenhouse gas emissions by investing 

more in renewable energy projects. 

7. The decision of Britain to leave the EU would have major political and economic 

……………………………………… for the country and the rest of Europe as well. 

8. The man’s family were shocked by his cancer diagnosis and the fact doctors said he 

……………………………………… only had a few weeks to live. 

9. The new head of the university said reducing tutorial sizes and investing in new buildings was high 

up on her ……………………………………… to make the university a world class learning institution.  

10. Thousands of teachers across the country joined the ……………………………………… for higher pay and 

better recognition of the important role they play in society. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• more than half 
• China 
• South Korea and Japan 
 

1. half the price 
2. $17 billion worth last year – How much Australian thermal 

coal was purchased by Japan, China and South Korea   
$40 billion worth last year - How much Australian gas was 
purchased by Japan, China and South Korea 

3. more than 60 per cent 
4. no 
5. 2100 
6. They will stop financing them by 2030 
 

  
accurately, used to show what you are saying is really true literally 
campaign, drive, push crusade 
central, main, underlying core 
forceful, bold, decisive assertive 
imaginary, fantasy mythical 
plan or goal, program, scheme agenda 
possible future effect or result implication 
process of change or movement, shift transition 
promise, vow, guarantee pledge 
put into effect, put into operation implement 
 
 
1. A new poll showed that more than 80 per cent of people believed there was enough scientific 

evidence to indicate humans are responsible for global warming and that governments need to 
implement measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

2. As interest rates have decreased over recent years, more people were making the transition from 
renting to owning their own home. 

3. Bigfoot is a mythical, ape-like creature that is said to inhabit the forests of North America. 
4. How to tackle climate change has become a core issue for many governments around the world. 
5. Most of the employees at the company were unwilling to raise issues with management because 

they were worried about their keeping their jobs. But one worker, who had only been at the company 
for a few months, was quite assertive. If they thought something wasn’t right, they didn’t hesitate to 
tell their manager.    

6. The country’s prime minister pledged to cut greenhouse gas emissions by investing more in 
renewable energy projects. 

7. The decision of Britain to leave the EU would have major political and economic implications for the 
country and the rest of Europe as well. 

8. The man’s family were shocked by his cancer diagnosis and the fact doctors said he literally only 
had a few weeks to live. 

9. The new head of the university said reducing tutorial sizes and investing in new buildings was high 
up on her agenda to make the university a world class learning institution.  

10. Thousands of teachers across the country joined the crusade for higher pay and better recognition 
of the important role they play in society. 


