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Title: Fatherless Sri Lankan family facing deportation 

First Broadcast: Nov 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 7:06 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/fatherless-sri-lankan-family-facing-deportation/12878740 

Summary: 
A Sri Lankan family living in regional New South Wales is facing deportation because 
the father, who was the primary visa holder for the family, died recently. 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
abuse, victimise, mistreat  
brother or sister  
child, person who relies on another for 
financial support 

 

evaluate, summarize  
force a non-citizen to leave a country  
get involved in something in order to 
have an influence on what happens, step 
in 

 

inform, tell, advise  
intense sorrow or sadness  
obey, meet terms, do what is asked or 
ordered 

 

optional, non-compulsory  
reject  
stop working, fail  
sympathy, feeling, kindness  

 

sum up (v) 
dependant (n) 
break down (v) 
sibling (n) 
comply with conditions (v) 
deportation (n) 
notify (v) 
knock back (v) 
grief (n) 
persecute (v) 
intervene (v) 
compassion (n) 
discretionary powers (adj) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.30 REPORT LEARNING ACTIVITIES        Published by Grabaword.com        November, 2020           Page 2 / 4  

 
Text Ó 2020 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
 
A Sri Lankan family living in regional New South Wales is facing deportation because the father, who 
was the primary visa holder for the family, died recently. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
§ After Florence Udawatta’s husband Raj died, the family applied for a protection visa but it was 

rejected. On what grounds do you think the application was rejected? 
§ Do you think the family should be allowed to stay in Australia? 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• When did Florence Udawatta’s husband Raj arrive in Australia on a 457 working visa?  
• How did Raj die?  
• How old was he?  
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Why does Ruvish say that starting school was really different for him?  

 
2. What one word does Moira use to sum up the Udawatta family?  
 
3. What does Ruvish want to study after he finishes school?  
 
4. Why does Ruvish say teachers liked him when he first arrived at his school?  

He was the only one that … 
 

5. What does Florence Udawatta spend a lot of her time doing?  
 

6. Why was Raj unable to comply with the conditions of his temporary work visa in the months before 
he died?  

 
7. Why is she concerned about returning to Sri Lanka?  

It would mean she won’t be able to … 
 

8. On what grounds was the family's application for a protection visa rejected?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

sum up                  dependant                  break down                   sibling 
comply                 deportation                  notify                   knock back                 grief 

persecute                   intervene                  compassion                  discretionary 

 
 
1. After being released from prison where he had served a 20-year jail term for murder, the French 

national was immediately …………………….…………………. by Australian immigration authorities. 
2. Before the airline was allowed to start operating flights into and out of the country, it had to 

…………………….………………….  with a number of strict regulatory requirements. 
3. Most workplaces allow employees to take …………………….…………………. leave, for example, if a family 

member is very ill or has passed away. 
4. One word often used to …………………….…………………. Donald Trump is narcissistic. 
5. The boy had one younger sister and 3 older …………………….…………………. 
6. The car …………………….…………………. on a remote road and the driver had to wait almost 3 hours for 

someone to drive past and take her to the nearest town. 
7. The family had a strict budget for essential items like rent and food. Anything left over, they would 

spend on …………………….…………………. items like holidays and restaurants. 
8. The government said it would …………………….…………………. to make sure a McDonald’s restaurant would 

not be located on the site of the new hospital as originally planned. 
9. The man received an email …………………….…………………. from the immigration department that his 

application for a student visa had been approved. 
10. The woman told immigration authorities that in her home country she had been 

…………………….…………………. because of her religious beliefs and therefore wanted to claim asylum. 
11. The woman’s boss …………………….…………………. her request for a pay rise, saying the company couldn’t 

afford it. 
12. When told of her son’s death, the woman was overcome with …………………….…………………. and 

collapsed. 
13. With 6 …………………….…………………., Peter had to work 2 jobs and more than 60 hours a week in order 

to support his family. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• in 2014 
• bowel cancer 
• 50 
 

1. because he could hardly understand anyone 
2. love 
3. medicine 
4. he was the only one that said "thank you" at the end of the lesson. 
5. volunteering 
6. too sick to work 
7. support her children 
8. there is a house in Colombo they could live in and Florence is unlikely to 

be persecuted if she returns to Sri Lanka 
 

  
abuse, victimise, mistreat persecute 
brother or sister sibling 
child, person who relies on another for financial support dependant 
evaluate, summarize sum up 
force a non-citizen to leave a country deportation 
get involved in something in order to have an influence on what happens, step in intervene 
inform, tell, advise notify 
intense sorrow or sadness grief 
obey, meet terms, do what is asked or ordered comply 
optional, non-compulsory discretionary 
reject knock back 
stop working, fail break down 
sympathy, feeling, kindness compassion 
 
1. After being released from prison where he had served a 20-year jail term for murder, the French 

national was immediately deported by Australian immigration authorities. 
2. Before the airline was allowed to start operating flights into and out of the country, it had to comply 

with a number of strict regulatory requirements. 
3. Most workplaces allow employees to take compassionate leave, for example, if a family member is 

very ill or has passed away. 
4. One word often used to sum up Donald Trump is narcissistic. 
5. The boy had one younger sister and 3 older siblings. 
6. The car broke down on a remote road and the driver had to wait almost 3 hours for someone to 

drive past and take her to the nearest town. 
7. The family had a strict budget for essential items like rent and food. Anything left over, they would 

spend on discretionary items like holidays and restaurants. 
8. The government said it would intervene to make sure a McDonald’s restaurant would not be located 

on the site of the new hospital as originally planned. 
9. The man received an email notification from the immigration department that his application for a 

student visa had been approved. 
10. The woman told immigration authorities that in her home country she had been persecuted because 

of her religious beliefs and therefore wanted to claim asylum. 
11. The woman’s boss knocked back her request for a pay rise, saying the company couldn’t afford it. 
12. When told of her son’s death, the woman was overcome with grief and collapsed. 
13. With 6 dependents, Peter had to work 2 jobs and more than 60 hours a week in order to support his 

family. 
 


