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Title: Facebook is threatening to shut down the sharing of Australian news on its platform 

First Broadcast: September, 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 8:15 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/facebook-is-threatening-to-shut-down-the-
sharing/12647534 

Summary: 
Australia is the first country to attempt to make Facebook and Google pay Australian 
media companies fairly for the use of their news content.  

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
distribute or spread to many people  
basically, effectively  
end, failure of an enterprise or institution  
extremely important, vital  
gather, collect for future use  
having a frightening or threatening effect  
idea  
persistent, continuing, constant  
prevent  
unmatched, incomparable, without equal  
varied, made up of things that are 
different from each other 

 

very strong, forceful  
weaken, make less effective  

 

essentially (adv) 
disseminate disinformation (v) 
intense competition (adj) 
relentless growth (adj) 
unparalleled dominance (adj) 
concept (n) 
undermine public health (v) 
crucial role (adj) 
harvest personal data (v) 
intimidating behaviour (adj) 
counteract (v) 
demise (adj) 
diverse media sector (adj) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Roger McNamee, author of 'Zucked’ and a former adviser to Mark Zuckerberg at Facebook, says 

Mark Zuckerberg’s attitude is; "I'm not actually an American company. I'm Facebook and America 
serves me, not the other way around." What does he mean? What do you think about Facebook? 
Does the company have too much power? 

Ø What was the Cambridge Analytica scandal that involved Facebook? 
Ø Mark Zuckerberg responded to the scandal by saying that he is “really sorry that this happened. We 

have a basic responsibility to protect people's data and if we can't do that, then we don't deserve to 
have the opportunity to serve people.” Do you think he was being sincere? Does he care? 

Ø Why is Australia attempting to make Facebook and Google pay Australian media companies for the 
use of their news content? Do you think this is a good policy? 

Ø In response, Facebook has threatened to stop allowing Australian news on their sites. What impact 
would this have? 

  
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How much is Mark Zuckerberg worth?  
 
• How long has Facebook been operating for?  
 
• How many people actively use Facebook?  
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Roger McNamee argues that political disinformation campaigns on Facebook played a crucial role in 

the election of who?  
 
2. Roger McNamee says Facebook is not interested in doing the right thing, they are much more 

interested in ____________________________ . 
 
3. The Guardian journalist Carole Cadwalladr believes disinformation on Facebook helped win 

____________________________ . 
 
4. Along with Facebook, which other company has threatened to stop allowing Australian news on their 

sites?  
 
5. Who does Hal Crawford, a former head of a major New Zealand news organisation as well as one of 

Australia's top news sites, say is responsible for the destruction of the business models of 
commercial media?  
a. Facebook and Google              b. The internet            c. The public 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

essentially                 disseminate                 intense                 relentless 
unparalleled                 concept                 undermine                 crucial                 harvest 

intimidating                 counteract                 demise                 diverse 

 
 
 
1. Corruption is a serious crime that ____________________________social and economic development and 

increases poverty. 
2. For a lot of people, public speaking is an ____________________________ experience. 
3. It is important for all countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 

____________________________global warming. 
4. Many people predicted the ____________________________of cinemas because people would just watch 

films on DVD or the internet. But cinemas are as popular as ever.    
5. Surgeons were able to successfully ____________________________a number of organs from the deceased 

patient’s body. 
6. The company released a new product model which looked slightly different from the previous one. 

But in terms of performance, they were ____________________________the same. 
7. The ____________________________of humans one day living on Mars seems crazy but most scientists say 

it will most likely happen in the not too distant future. 
8. The cyclone which hit the town was one of largest and most ____________________________ever recorded, 

reaching wind speeds of more than 300 km/h and causing massive damage. 
9. The ____________________________of fake news through social media sites has become much more 

common these days, especially during election campaigns. 
10. The farm mostly hired backpackers on working holiday visas so there was always a 

____________________________range of languages being spoken at any particular time. 
11. The Internet has given people ____________________________access to information. 
12. The ____________________________travel and pressure to work long hours finally led the manager to quit 

her job to spend more time with family. 
13. To learn to speak another language successfully, practice and the ability to self-correct is 

____________________________. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• over $US100 billion 
• 16 years 
• 2.7 billion people (almost half the 

world) 
 

1. Donald Trump 
2. power 
3. the Brexit referendum 
4. Google 
5. the internet 
 

  
 
distribute or spread to many people disseminate 
basically, effectively essentially 
end, failure of an enterprise or institution demise 
extremely important, vital crucial 
gather, collect for future use harvest 
having a frightening or threatening effect intimidating 
idea concept 
persistent, continuing, constant relentless 
prevent counteract 
unmatched, incomparable, without equal unparalleled 
varied, made up of things that are different from each other diverse 
very strong, forceful intense 
weaken, make less effective undermine 
 
 
1. Corruption is a serious crime that undermines social and economic development and increases 

poverty. 
2. For a lot of people, public speaking is an intimidating experience. 
3. It is important for all countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to counteract global warming. 
4. Many people predicted the demise of cinemas because people would just watch films on DVD or the 

internet. But cinemas are as popular as ever.    
5. Surgeons were able to successfully harvest a number of organs from the deceased patient’s body. 
6. The company released a new product model which looked slightly different from the previous one. 

But in terms of performance, they were essentially the same. 
7. The concept of humans one day living on Mars seems crazy but most scientists say it will most likely 

happen in the not too distant future. 
8. The cyclone which hit the town was one of largest and most intense ever recorded, reaching wind 

speeds of more than 300 km/h and causing massive damage. 
9. The dissemination of fake news through social media sites has become much more common these 

days, especially during election campaigns. 
10. The farm mostly hired backpackers on working holiday visas so there was always a diverse range of 

languages being spoken at any particular time. 
11. The Internet has given people unparalleled access to information. 
12. The relentless travel and pressure to work long hours finally led the manager to quit her job to 

spend more time with family. 
13. To learn to speak another language successfully, practice and the ability to self-correct is crucial. 
 


