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Title: Bouncing back from crippling drought 

First Broadcast: Oct 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:05 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/bouncing-back-from-crippling-drought/12759348 

Summary: 
In many parts of New South Wales, farmers are celebrating what now looks to be the 
end of years of drought. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
adequate, sufficient, good enough but not 
the best 

 

affirm, state officially, announce  
be concerned with, focus on  
complete or major change  
extremely small, tiny  
get ready, prepare  
in the end, at the end of the day  
known or talked about by many people, 
famous 

 

lengthy, continuing for a longer time  
rapid growth or increase  
reduce in quality  

 

ultimately (adv) 
revolve around rain (v) 
transformation (n) 
bust to boom (n) 
gear up (v) 
minuscule (adj) 
decent rain fall (adj) 
declare a La Nina event (v) 
prolonged drought period (adj) 
degrade (v) 
renowned (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
In many parts of New South Wales, farmers are celebrating what now looks to be the end of years of 
drought. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What is a drought? What do you think it would be like for farmers who have to endure a long period 

of drought? How do they deal with it? How does it affect local communities? 
Ø Now that the drought looks to have broken, how do you think farmers feel?  
Ø The Australian Bureau of Meteorology has just declared a La Nina event – what does that mean? 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How long had Brendan Cullen’s farm Kars Station been in drought?  

• Compared to this time last year, how much of New South Wales was drought affected or in drought?  

• How much of New South Wales is drought affected or in drought now?  

• Across New South Wales, winter crop production was only three million tonnes – how much is it 

expected to be this year?  

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. What kind of crops does Martin Honner have planted?  

 
2. How long has Martin Honner been actively farming for?  

 
3. Farmer Rick Bennett is about to harvest his first crops in how many years? 

  
4. What does a La Nina event typically mean for Australia?  

a. Average to above average spring rainfall           b. Average to below average spring rainfall               
 

5. What does the Bureau of Meteorology say is the longer-term likelihood for southern Australia?  
a. It will spend less time in drought            b. It will spend more time in drought 
 

6. Does Karl Braganza believe climate change is influencing the frequency and severity of drought?  
a. Yes              b. No 

 
7. How does Brendan Cullen see the future?  

a. He thinks it will be good        a. He thinks it will be bad              
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

ultimately         revolve          transformation            boom            gear up            minuscule 
decent               declare               prolonged              degrade              renowned 

 
 
 
1. After major flooding, government authorities ………………….…………………the region a disaster zone and 

urged residents to evacuate as soon as possible. 
2. David had never married or had kids and his whole life seemed to ………………….…………………around the 

business he had set up after graduating from university and where he would normally work 80 hours 
a week. 

3. During the COVID-19 pandemic, internet shopping has ………………….…………………. 
4. In an interview before the game, the coach said the opposition team had a number of 

………………….…………………players in their team but she was confident her side would win. 
5. Melbourne is ………………….…………………for its interesting cafes and great coffee.   
6. Much of the country’s agricultural land had become ………………….…………………due to over planting and 

soil erosion. 
7. The airline, which had only been operating at 10% capacity during the COVID-19 pandemic, was 

………………….…………………for a big increase in ticket sales as soon as international borders reopened. 
8. The Internet has completely ………………….…………………society and the way people interact. 
9. The liver can develop new cells but ………………….…………………alcohol misuse over many years can 

reduce the liver’s ability to regenerate. 
10. The talented guitarist dreamed of one day becoming a famous rock star but knew the chances of that 

happening were ………………….…………………. 
11. While he was obviously very talented, the tennis player’s success ………………….…………………came down 

to a lot of hard work and training. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• 4 
• 99 per cent 
• just over 20 per cent 
• 14 million tonnes 
 

1. canola, wheat, barley and oats 
2. 38 years 
3. 4 
4. At least average to above average spring rainfall 
5. it will spend more time in drought 
6. yes 
7. He thinks it will be good 
 

  
 
adequate, sufficient, good enough but not 
the best 

decent 

affirm, state officially, announce declare 
be concerned with, focus on revolve 
complete or major change transformation 
extremely small, tiny minuscule 
get ready, prepare gear up 
in the end, at the end of the day ultimately 
known or talked about by many people, 
famous 

renowned 

lengthy, continuing for a longer time prolonged 
rapid growth or increase boom 
reduce in quality degrade 
 
 
1. After major flooding, government authorities declared the region a disaster zone and urged residents 

to evacuate as soon as possible. 
2. David had never married or had kids and his whole life seemed to revolve around the business he 

had set up after graduating from university and where he would normally work 80 hours a week. 
3. During the COVID-19 pandemic, internet shopping has boomed. 
4. In an interview before the game, the coach said the opposition team had a number of decent players 

in their team but she was confident her side would win. 
5. Melbourne is renowned for its interesting cafes and great coffee.   
6. Much of the country’s agricultural land had become degraded due to over planting and soil erosion. 
7. The airline, which had only been operating at 10% capacity during the COVID-19 pandemic, was 

gearing up for a big increase in ticket sales as soon as international borders reopened. 
8. The Internet has completely transformed society and the way people interact. 
9. The liver can develop new cells but prolonged alcohol misuse over many years can reduce the 

liver’s ability to regenerate. 
10. The talented guitarist dreamed of one day becoming a famous rock star but knew the chances of that 

happening were minuscule. 
11. While he was obviously very talented, the tennis player’s success ultimately came down to a lot of 

hard work and training. 
 


