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Title: Kangaroo Island's surviving koalas may help protect the species in the long-term 

First Broadcast: Sep 2020 
 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:47 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/kangaroo-islands-surviving-koalas-may-help-
protect/12619060 

Summary: 
Last summer's bushfires decimated koala populations on Kangaroo Island. But the fires 
have also provided a rare opportunity to help protect the species in the long term. 

 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
call, give an unofficial name to  
cause continual trouble or distress  
devastate, ruin, destroy  
important, major, main  
in danger, susceptible, at risk  
large quantity of something  
place where an animal normally lives  
safe place, a place where vulnerable 
animals are cared for 

 

to become disconnected or apart  
to have both parents die  
uncontrolled, spreading unchecked  

 

dub (v) 
orphan (v) 
ravage (v) 
abundance of koalas (n) 
vulnerable to natural disasters 
(adj) 
sanctuary (n) 
plague (v) 
rampant disease (adj) 
loss of habitat (n) 
fragment (v) 
key differences (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Last summer's bushfires decimated koala populations on Kangaroo Island. But the fires have also 
provided a rare opportunity to help protect the species in the long term. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø According to some studies, koalas in NSW could one day become extinct. Why are koala populations 

in some parts of Australia threatened? Should people be concerned about this? 
Ø How might a group of orphaned koalas taken from Kangaroo Island to a sanctuary on the mainland 

help researchers protect endangered koala populations in other parts of Australia? 
  
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• The 30 koalas orphaned by the fires that swept through Kangaroo Island, and which are now 

protected in a sanctuary on the mainland, have been dubbed the “……………………………………………………”.  
• Koalas are endemic  /  were introduced to Kangaroo Island. 
• What is unique about the koalas on Kangaroo Island?  

Their island isolation has helped ……………………………………………………………… 
• It was estimated that the population of koalas on Kangaroo Island was somewhere between 40 and 

50 thousand before the fires – what is the size of the population estimated to be now? 
……………………………………………………………… 

 

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. The diseases which often affect koalas are rampant in the populations of which 2 states?  

New South Wales and ……………………………… 
2. What do researchers hope the golden children can help ecologists better understand?  

The koala's diet and migration patterns and aid in the development of ……………………………… 
3. According to a parliamentary inquiry, koalas could go extinct in NSW by when? ……………………………… 
4. Why might introducing southern koala bloodlines to help save koala populations in NSW be difficult? 

Because of ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

dub             orphan             ravage             abundance             vulnerable 
sanctuary             plague             rampant             habitat             fragment             key 

 
 
1. 300 million years ago, Earth was one massive supercontinent before eventually ……………………………… 

into 7 different continents. 
2. A lot of children in Africa have been made ……………………………… as result of HIV / AIDS. 
3. After the zoo closed down, its animals were transferred to ………………………………or other zoos. 
4. Australia is an ideal country for solar power because of the ………………………………of sunshine. 
5. Many animals, such as orangutans, are endangered due to ………………………………destruction. 
6. Small island nations are the most ……………………………… to the impacts of rising sea levels. 
7. The man had been ……………………………… by ill health since childhood and was in and out of hospital. 
8. The media ……………………………… José Mourinho The Special One because of the outstanding success 

he had achieved as a football coach. 
9. The town was ……………………………… by a very powerful cyclone with wind speeds of more than 

250km/h. 
10. These day on social media, fake news has become ………………………………. 
11. Without many trains, buses were a ……………………………… part of the city’s public transport system. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• “golden children” 
• were introduced 
• protect them from diseases 
• 5 and 10 thousand 
 
1. Queensland 
2. vaccines or treatments for diseases 
3. 2050 
4. key genetic differences between northern and southern koalas (like size, breeding cycles and diet) 
  
 
call, give an unofficial name to dub 
cause continual trouble or distress plague 
devastate, ruin, destroy ravage 
important, major, main key differences 
in danger, susceptible, at risk vulnerable 
large quantity of something abundance 
place where an animal normally lives habitat 
safe place, a place where vulnerable animals are cared for sanctuary 
to become disconnected or apart fragment 
to have both parents die orphan 
uncontrolled, spreading unchecked rampant 
 
1. 300 million years ago, Earth was one massive supercontinent before eventually fragmenting into 7 

different continents. 
2. A lot of children in Africa have been made orphans as result of HIV / AIDS. 
3. After the zoo closed down, its animals were transferred to sanctuaries or other zoos. 
4. Australia is an ideal country for solar power because of the abundance of sunshine. 
5. Many animals, such as orangutans, are endangered due to habitat destruction. 
6. Small island nations are the most vulnerable to the impacts of rising sea levels. 
7. The man had been plagued by ill health since childhood and was in and out of hospital. 
8. The media dubbed José Mourinho The Special One because of the outstanding success he had 

achieved as a football coach. 
9. The town was ravaged by a very powerful cyclone with wind speeds of more than 250km/h. 
10. These day on social media, fake news has become rampant. 
11. Without many trains, buses were a key part of the city’s public transport system. 
 


