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Title: Major breakthrough in the early detection of Alzheimer’s 

First Broadcast: Aug 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:26 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/major-breakthrough-in-the-early-detection-of/12524386 

Summary: 
Scientists have published research on a new blood test which can detect Alzheimer's 
disease. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
advance, important discovery, sudden 
increase in knowledge 

 

becoming worse  
crucial, key, significant  
great destruction or damage  
higher or greater than normal  
hit, strike, blow  
identification of a medical problem 
through examination 

 

noticeably, markedly, significantly  
participation, involvement  
relating to mental activities  
to think of something, create  

 

dramatically wrong (adv) 
deteriorating rapidly (adj) 
diagnosis (n) 
whack (n) 
devastation (n) 
cognitive abilities (adj) 
elevated (adj) 
great breakthrough (n) 
come up with (v) 
physical engagement (n) 
critical lifestyle choices (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Scientists have published research on a new blood test which can detect Alzheimer's disease. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What is Alzheimer's disease? What are some symptoms? How are people normally tested for the 

disease? What impact does the disease have on people? 
Ø The new blood test could help doctors diagnose the disease long before patients are symptomatic 

and encourage potential sufferers to make critical lifestyle choices. What kind of lifestyle choices 
could help a potential sufferer? 

 
  
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• What was Bill Yeates’ former job?  

• When did Bill Yeates start to lose his memory? six years ago 

• How old is Bill Yeates?  

• What kind of work does Bill Yeates do now?  

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Bill Yeates had to see four different specialists over how many years before he received a diagnosis? 

 

2. What methods are used at the moment to diagnose Alzheimer's?  

A combination of ____________________________________________________ 

 

3. The new blood test looks for tiny amounts of a protein which is elevated in people with the illness. 
According to scientists, being able to measure this protein could predict Alzheimer's with how much 
accuracy? 

 

4. This could help doctors diagnose the disease how long before patients are symptomatic?  

 

5. What kind of lifestyle choices are critical for the outcomes of patients who have dementia?  

 

6. When Bill Yeates forgets things and tells customers he is suffering from Alzheimer's disease, he says 
it is amazing how __________________________ 

 

7. What does he say about his condition? You have to remain __________________________ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

dramatically                     deteriorating                      diagnosis                     whack 
devastation                     cognitive                      elevated 

breakthrough                     come up with                      engagement                     critical 

 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is __________________to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. After being __________________with Coronavirus, the patient was immediately placed in isolation and 

had to spend 2 weeks in hospital. 
3. As we age our __________________functions, like short-term memory, tend to slow. 
4. Mark Zuckerberg said he __________________the idea for Facebook while he was at university and 

realized students wanted an easier way to keep in touch. 
5. The boy was taken to the doctor by his mum after having an __________________temperature for 2 

days. 
6. The discovery of penicillin in 1928 by Alexander Fleming is regarded as one of the biggest medical 

__________________in history. 
7. The man and his family were __________________when they received the news of his cancer 

diagnosis. 
8. The man’s health quickly __________________after being diagnosed with cancer and within 2 months 

he was dead. 
9. The school had set up a program for students to __________________with the local community and 

do voluntary work, for example in nursing homes. 
10. The teacher was sacked after she admitted to __________________a student in the head after he had 

sworn at her. 
11. There has been a __________________ fall in the number of international tourists visiting the country 

because of border restrictions related to COVID-19. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
• deputy school principal 

• six years ago 

• 60 

• working in a restaurant (he part owns) 

 

1. five 

2. memory tests and expensive brain scans  

3. 96 per cent 

4. decades 

5. mental and physical engagement 

6. nice people are 

7. positive 

 
  
advance, important discovery, sudden increase in 
knowledge 

breakthrough 

becoming worse deteriorating  
crucial, key, significant critical  
great destruction or damage devastation 
higher or greater than normal elevated 
hit, strike, blow whack 
identification of a medical problem through examination diagnosis 
noticeably, markedly, significantly dramatically  
participation, involvement engagement 
relating to mental activities cognitive  
to think of something, create come up with  
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is critical to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. After being diagnosed with Coronavirus, the patient was immediately placed in isolation and had to 

spend 2 weeks in hospital. 
3. As we age our cognitive functions, like short-term memory, tend to slow. 
4. Mark Zuckerberg said he came up with the idea for Facebook while he was at university and 

realized students wanted an easier way to keep in touch. 
5. The boy was taken to the doctor by his mum after having an elevated temperature for 2 days. 
6. The discovery of penicillin in 1928 by Alexander Fleming is regarded as one of the biggest medical 

breakthroughs in history. 
7. The man and his family were devastated when they received the news of his cancer diagnosis. 
8. The man’s health quickly deteriorated after being diagnosed with cancer and within 2 months he 

was dead. 
9. The school had set up a program for students to engage with the local community and do voluntary 

work, for example in nursing homes. 
10. The teacher was sacked after she admitted to whacking a student in the head after he had sworn at 

her. 
11. There has been a dramatic fall in the number of international tourists visiting the country because of 

border restrictions related to COVID-19. 
 


