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Title: Concern over the increasing use of facial recognition in CCTV cameras 

First Broadcast: June 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:44 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/concern-over-the-increasing-use-of-facial/12366756 

Summary: 
Privacy experts have been voicing concerns about the increasing use of facial 

recognition in CCTV cameras. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
abandon, get rid of, cancel  
allowed according to rules or laws, valid, 
lawful 

 

appeal or request which is normally signed 
by many people 

 

confirm, establish the truth or accuracy of 
something 

 

consequence, result, effect  
criminal deception intended to result in 
financial or personal gain 

 

examination, close observation, inspection  
make use of, utilize  
not occurring naturally, machine-made  
observation, monitoring  
take action in order to prevent something 
happening 

 

taking advantage, use unfairly  
to claim something is the case or has taken 
place, although there is no proof, reportedly 

 

 

write a petition (n) 
scrap (v) 
artificial intelligence (adj) 
verify identity (v) 
surveillance (n) 
repercussion (n) 
deploy technology (v) 
allegedly (adv) 
identity fraud (n) 
legitimate use (adj) 
exploit (v) 
scrutiny (n) 
pre-empt an event (v) 
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SUMMARY  
 
Privacy experts have been voicing concerns about the increasing use of facial recognition in CCTV 
cameras. 
 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
• How does facial recognition technology work and what is it used for? How is it already part of our 

everyday lives? 

• In Australia, real-time facial recognition technology in public CCTV cameras is being trialled by Perth 

City Council. For what purpose do you think this technology is being trialled? Why do you think a lot 

of people are concerned about this technology?  

• In which country is real-time facial recognition technology in public already widely used? Why? 

• What is your opinion? Is real-time facial recognition technology in public a good thing? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• What are some examples of how facial recognition technology is already being used in our everyday 

lives? 
 
• All Australian states have used facial recognition on live CCTV camera feeds.  T  /  F 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. When Lauren Dry heard that Perth City Council was trialling facial recognition cameras, what action 

did she take?  

 

2. What does Perth City Council say the trial will assist with?  

 

3. What is Dr Katina Michael, a global expert on privacy and facial recognition, concerned about when it 

comes to real-time facial recognition technology in public?  

 

4. Last year, a parliamentary committee rejected attempts by the Australian federal government to 

create a facial recognition database – why? 

 

5. Cyber security expert Fergus Hanson says the technology has some legitimate uses for law 

enforcement. But what are his concerns?  

 

6. IBM, Microsoft and Amazon recently announced they wouldn’t allow police in the US to use their 

facial recognition unless there was ____________________________ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

petition               scrap               artificial               verify 
surveillance               repercussion               deploy               allegedly               fraud 

legitimate               exploit               scrutiny               pre-empt 

 
 
1. Coke Zero contains no natural sugar, only ______________________sweeteners. 
2. Germany is a world leader in the development and ______________________of solar power. 
3. Many gun ownership supporters in America believe they have a ______________________right to 

bear arms under the constitution and to use them to protect themselves if they feel threatened. 
4. More than 20,000 people signed a ______________________calling on the government to increase 

its renewable energy targets. 
5. Police ______________________the two men were responsible for the death of another man during 

a fight outside a hotel last night.  
6. The economist said the Covid-19 pandemic would have serious ______________________for the 

global economy for many years to come. 
7. The government decided to ______________________plans to build a new sports stadium because 

of the high cost and lack of public support for the project. 
8. The human rights activist demanded the government introduce stronger legislation to protect 

immigrant workers from ______________________. 
9. The mining company’s practices were being ______________________by the government’s 

environment protection authority after claims it had illegally dumped thousands of tonnes of waste 
into the local river system. 

10. The payment couldn’t be processed until credit card ___________________had been completed. 
11. The politician argued that facial recognition cameras are very effective in 

______________________crime. 
12. The suspected drug traffickers were put under 24-hour police ______________________. 
13. The woman was arrested by police after her employer accused her of _______________ activities, 

including issuing false invoices and depositing the money into her own bank account. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.30 REPORT LEARNING ACTIVITIES        Published by Grabaword.com        July, 2020           Page 5 / 5  

 
Text Ó 2020 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
ANSWER KEY 
 
• tagging photos on Facebook, 

verifying our identities at airport 
immigration 

• F 
 

1. wrote a petition for the technology to be scrapped 
2. police activities and city planning 
3. how rapidly the technology is being deployed, often 

without notifying the public 
4. because of concerns about privacy and human rights 
5. the extent that it can be exploited and really minor 

offences getting picked up (which could start chipping 
away at the democratic freedoms that we take for 
granted) 

6. greater regulation 
 

  
abandon, get rid of, cancel scrap 
allowed according to rules or laws, valid, lawful legitimate 
appeal or request which is normally signed by many people petition 
confirm, establish the truth or accuracy of something verify 
consequence, result, effect repercussion 
criminal deception intended to result in financial or personal gain fraud 
examination, close observation, inspection scrutiny 
make use of, utilize deploy 
not occurring naturally, machine-made artificial 
observation, monitoring surveillance 
take action in order to prevent something happening pre-empt 
taking advantage, use unfairly exploit 
to claim something is the case or has taken place, although there is 
no proof, reportedly 

allegedly 

 
1. Coke Zero contains no natural sugar, only artificial sweeteners. 
2. Germany is a world leader in the development and deployment of solar power. 
3. Many gun ownership supporters in America believe they have a legitimate right to bear arms under 

the constitution and to use them to protect themselves if they feel threatened. 
4. More than 20,000 people signed a petition calling on the government to increase its renewable 

energy targets. 
5. Police alleged the two men were responsible for the death of another man during a fight outside a 

hotel last night.  
6. The economist said the Covid-19 pandemic would have serious repercussions for the global 

economy for many years to come. 
7. The government decided to scrap plans to build a new sports stadium because of the high cost and 

lack of public support for the project. 
8. The human rights activist demanded the government introduce stronger legislation to protect 

immigrant workers from exploitation. 
9. The mining company’s practices were being scrutinized by the government’s environment protection 

authority after claims it had illegally dumped thousands of tonnes of waste into the local river system. 
10. The payment couldn’t be processed until credit card verification had been completed. 
11. The politician argued that facial recognition cameras are very effective in pre-empting crime. 
12. The suspected drug traffickers were put under 24-hour police surveillance. 
13. The woman was arrested by police after her employer accused her of fraudulent activities, including 

issuing false invoices and depositing the money into her own bank account. 


