
7.30 REPORT LEARNING ACTIVITIES        Published by Grabaword.com        June, 2020           Page 1 / 5  

 
Text Ó 2020 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 

Title: COVID pandemic speeding up the demise of cash 
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Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:58 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/covid-pandemic-speeding-up-the-demise-of-
cash/12441000 

Summary: 
Although technology has made it easier for people to avoid cash transactions, 
Coronavirus has just hastened the process. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
awkward or hard to do or use  
cause to happen sooner than it otherwise 
would, speed up 

 

flow, move continuously round  
increase in speed or rate  
make afraid, discourage  
nearly, almost  
reduction, lessening, decrease in number  
something which reflects changes   
stockpile, put aside, store away  
strong dislike of  
very important and necessary  
very large, incredible, astonishing  
volume, the largest amount or number 
that can be held or supplied 

 

 

hasten (v) 
essential part of life (adj) 
acceleration (n) 
staggering growth (adj) 
retain an aversion (n) 
a fraction of capacity (n) 
slow decline (n) 
circulate (v) 
virtually nil 
barometer (n) 
hoard (v) 
fiddly (adj) 
intimidate (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Although technology has made it easier for people to avoid cash transactions, Coronavirus has just 
hastened the process. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS  
  
Ø What kind of technology has made it possible to avoid cash? 
Ø How do you normally pay for things? 
Ø Why has Coronavirus hastened the move away from cash to other forms of payment? Do you think 

this trend will continue? 
Ø How will this impact on people who normally receive cash payments, such as buskers, and waiters 

who rely on tips? 
Ø Even though more people have been avoiding cash payments since COVID began, the Australian 

Reserve Bank has been ordering more bank notes than ever before. What is the reason for this? 
 

 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. According to Kate Crous, from the Commonwealth Bank, the amount of money going through digital 

wallet payments increased by how much in March compared to the February period?  
 

2. According to Prof. Kai Riemer, from Sydney University, 10 years ago more than 50 per cent of 
payments in Australia were cash based. Last year it dropped to how much?  

 
3. At the Royal Australian Mint, what are most of the coins now being made for?  
 
4. According to Ross Mcdiarmid, the CEO of the Royal Australian Mint, how much demand has there 

been for circulating coins since COVID?  
 
5. According to waitress Izzy Zadrow, 50%-60% of payments were in cash and the rest on card. How 

much is on card now?  
 
6. She says yesterday had been a good day for tips - how much did staff receive each?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

hasten               essential               acceleration               staggering 
aversion               capacity               decline               circulate               virtually 

barometer               hoard               fiddly               intimidate 

 
 
1. A large overhead fan …………………………………cool air around the room. 
2. A …………………………………230,000 people in 14 countries died in the 2004 tsunami disaster. 
3. After a long economic downturn, the country had experienced a noticeable …………………………………in 

living standards and the gap between the rich and the poor seemed to have widened. 
4. After toilet paper started disappearing from supermarket shelves at the start of the COVID pandemic, 

manufacturers hired hundreds of extra workers to increase production …………………………………. 
5. Another knee injury …………………………………the end of the young footballer’s career. He was once 

regarded as one of most talented players in the country. 
6. At the beginning of the COVID pandemic, people were …………………………………toilet paper which led to 

shortages throughout the country. 
7. Decades ago, foreign currency or traveller’s cheques were …………………………………when travelling 

overseas. Now you just need a credit card. 
8. Observers said there was …………………………………no chance the unpopular government could win the 

next election. 
9. Repairing watches is very …………………………………work and requires special tools and a steady hand. 
10. The government said there would be an …………………………………of emergency payments made 

available for people affected by the recent bushfires. 
11. The man was very risk …………………………………and never invested in the stock market. He preferred to 

keep all his money in a bank account. 
12. The number of job advertisements was a …………………………………of how well the economy was doing. 
13. Using new technology such as digital wallets can be …………………………………for many older people. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 
 
1. 17 per cent 
2. below a quarter 
3. collectors and Pacific nations 
4. virtually nil 
5. 90 per cent 
6. $3.20 
  
 
awkward or hard to do or use fiddly 
cause to happen sooner than it otherwise would, speed up hasten 
flow, move continuously round circulate 
increase in speed or rate acceleration 
make afraid, discourage intimidate 
nearly, almost virtually 
reduction, lessening, decrease in number decline 
something which reflects changes  barometer 
stockpile, put aside, store away hoard 
strong dislike of aversion 
very important and necessary essential 
very large, incredible, astonishing staggering 
volume, the largest amount or number that can be held or supplied capacity 
 
1. A large overhead fan circulated cool air around the room. 
2. A staggering 230,000 people in 14 countries died in the 2004 tsunami disaster. 
3. After a long economic downturn, the country had experienced a noticeable decline in living 

standards and the gap between the rich and the poor seemed to have widened. 
4. After toilet paper started disappearing from supermarket shelves at the start of the COVID pandemic, 

manufacturers hired hundreds of extra workers to increase production capacity. 
5. Another knee injury hastened the end of the young footballer’s career. He was once regarded as 

one of most talented players in the country. 
6. At the beginning of the COVID pandemic, people were hoarding toilet paper which led to shortages 

throughout the country. 
7. Decades ago, foreign currency or traveller’s cheques were essential when travelling overseas. Now 

you just need a credit card. 
8. Observers said there was virtually no chance the unpopular government could win the next election. 
9. Repairing watches is very fiddly work and requires special tools and a steady hand. 
10. The government said there would be an acceleration of emergency payments made available for 

people affected by the recent bushfires. 
11. The man was very risk averse and never invested in the stock market. He preferred to keep all his 

money in a bank account. 
12. The number of job advertisements was a barometer of how well the economy was doing. 
13. Using new technology such as digital wallets can be intimidating for many older people. 
 


