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Title: The lure of the life of a jackaroo 

First Broadcast: May 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:29 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-lure-of-the-life-of-a-jackaroo/12293858 

Summary: 
Hugh Dawson talks about what life is like living on a remote cattle station in the 
Northern Territory. Currently, the managers are away and he’s looking after the property 
with just one other person. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
a break taken by a student between school and 
university or college  

 

accept, allow, put up with  
basic, unsophisticated, simple  
considerable though not outstanding in size or 
amount 

 

describe or regard something as socially 
unacceptable or to shows strong disapproval 

 

enlarge, expand, increase size  
environment  
isolated, faraway  
keeping, continued possession, use, or control 
of something 

 

large group of animals  
quality of broadcast signals received  
round up livestock  
typical or representative sample of a larger 
group 

 

 

remote station (adj) 
herd (n) 
tolerate (v) 
fair bit (adj) 
muster (v) 
staff retention (n) 
stigma (n) 
rough and ready 
cross section of society (n) 
extend their range (v) 
gap year (n) 
phone reception (n) 
surroundings (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Hugh Dawson talks about what life is like living on a remote cattle station in the Northern Territory. 
Currently, the managers are away and he’s looking after the property with just one other person. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø What is a jackaroo? 
Ø What do you think life would be like living on a remote cattle station? What might be some pros and 

cons? 
 
  

 
  
 
LISTENING 
 

• First watch the report and decide if Hugh likes living on a remote cattle station 
 

• Afterwards, try to fill in the gaps with no more than 2 words  
 
Hugh prefers to get up before ____________ because it’s a nice time of the day. He is 
____________ years old and works on a remote cattle station called Beetaloo Station which 
is about ____________ from both Darwin and Alice Springs. He was raised on a small hobby 
farm south of Adelaide. His father is a wine maker and his mum a ____________. 

The cattle station he and his co-worker Hughie operate is about 2.6 million acres which is a 
little over ____________ hectares. He likes the station’s Brahman herd and thinks they're 
very curious and have a nice ____________. He says a pretty big issue for cattle stations in 
northern Australia is ____________ retention. The nearest pub is about ____________ away 
and once you arrive you’ll find an interesting cross section of ____________.  

When he started out, it was supposed to be a ____________. But now he’s heading into his 
____________ year. He can't even really imagine where he'd be if he had stayed 
____________. His dream job would be to have his own ____________. He likes not having 
phone reception and WiFi and other luxuries as it makes him appreciate his ____________. 
Everyday there's something different and you never know quite what you're going to expect. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

remote                 herd                  tolerate                   fair                    muster 
retention                 stigma                  rough and ready                 cross section 

extend                   gap year                  reception                   surroundings 

 
 
1. A lot of the people in the small outback town seemed a little ………………..………………. but once you got to 

know them they were very nice. 
2. All visitors to the country are given a 3-month visa upon arrival. If they wish to stay longer, they can 

apply to for a 12-month ………………..………………. 
3. During her ………………..………………., the woman volunteered as an English teacher in Nepal for 6 

months.  
4. If you look at a ………………..………………. of Australia’s population, you’ll find a wide range of ethnic 

backgrounds. 
5. In Australia, dogs are commonly used to help ………………..………………. sheep. 
6. Mobile ………………..………………. in the town was quite poor with calls frequently dropping out. 
7. Most of Jack’s friends thought he’d get bored living in a small country town faraway from the city. But 

he loved the ………………..………………. of the place. 
8. People who are overweight or obese are ………………..………………. in many societies and can suffer from 

inequalities in employment as a result. 
9. The company didn’t have a good work culture and tended to pay its workers below average. It 

therefore had issues ………………..………………. employees. 
10. The dairy farm was one of the largest in the country with a ………………..………………. of more than 20 

thousand cows. 
11. The girl had spent a ………………..………………. amount of time studying for the exam but she never 

expected she would end up topping her class. 
12. The hotel was popular for its beautiful ………………..……………….. It was located in a rainforest overlooking 

a river. 
13. The manager told the employee that lateness would not be ………………..………………. and he was 

expected to arrive at work punctually every day. 
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ANSWERS 
 
the sun, 22, 8 hours, nurse, a million, personality, staff, 140km, society, gap year, fifth, at home, cattle 
station, surroundings 
  
a break taken by a student between school and university or college  gap year 
accept, allow, put up with tolerate 
basic, unsophisticated, simple rough and ready 
considerable though not outstanding in size or amount fair 
describe or regard something as socially unacceptable or to shows 
strong disapproval 

stigma 

enlarge, expand, increase size extend 
environment surroundings 
isolated, faraway remote 
keeping, continued possession, use, or control of something retention 
large group of animals herd 
quality of broadcast signals received reception 
round up livestock muster 
typical or representative sample of a larger group cross section 
 
1. A lot of the people in the small outback town seemed a little rough and ready but once you got to 

know them they were very nice. 
2. All visitors to the country are given a 3-month visa upon arrival. If they wish to stay longer, they can 

apply to for a 12-month extension. 
3. During her gap year, the woman volunteered as an English teacher in Nepal for 6 months.  
4. If you look at a cross section of Australia’s population, you’ll find a wide range of ethnic 

backgrounds. 
5. In Australia, dogs are commonly used to help muster sheep. 
6. Mobile reception in the town was quite poor with calls frequently dropping out. 
7. Most of Jack’s friends thought he’d get bored living in a small country town faraway from the city. But 

he loved the remoteness of the place. 
8. People who are overweight or obese are stigmatized in many societies and can suffer from 

inequalities in employment as a result. 
9. The company didn’t have a good work culture and tended to pay its workers below average. It 

therefore had issues retaining employees. 
10. The dairy farm was one of the largest in the country with a herd of more than 20 thousand cows. 
11. The girl had spent a fair amount of time studying for the exam but she never expected she would 

end up topping her class. 
12. The hotel was popular for its beautiful surroundings. It was located in a rainforest overlooking a 

river. 
13. The manager told the employee that lateness would not be tolerated and he was expected to arrive 

at work punctually every day. 
 


