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Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 
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Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/pancreatic-cancer-set-to-become-one-of-
australias/12298248 

Summary: 
Pancreatic cancer is set to become one of Australia's deadliest diseases. Now there is a 
push to increase research funding for its detection and treatment. 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
cancerous growth  
continuing, constant  
discover or identify  
emerge, occur  
empty space within a solid object, 
hole 

 

identify a disease or illness by 
examining someone 

 

indication, indicator, sign of a 
disease 

 

indistinct, unclear, uncertain  
made up of small or fine parts  
manage, cope with  
stomach  
talk or meet with someone who you 
haven’t had contact with for a while 

 

to think of something, create  
 

first diagnosed (v) 
symptom (n) 
remove the tumour (n) 
detect a cancer (v) 
handle (v) 
catch up with (v) 
arise (v) 
abdomen (n) 
cavity (n) 
delicate area (adj) 
vague symptoms (adj) 
persistent pain (adj) 
come up with (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Pancreatic cancer is set to become one of Australia's deadliest diseases. Now there is a push to 
increase research funding for its detection and treatment. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
• Where is our pancreas? 

• What are some symptoms of pancreatic cancer? How is it treated? 

• Pancreatic cancer is set to become one of Australia's deadliest but it receives a lot less funding than 
other cancers. Why do you think this is the case? Should there be more funding? 

  
 
LISTENING 
 
Watch the report and complete the gaps with no more than 2 words 
 
1. After Helen Macgregor had chemotherapy and a successful operation to remove a tumour in her 

pancreas, a new cancer was detected in __________________ . 

2. She was really upset for __________________ . 

3. Some symptoms of pancreatic cancer include unexplained weight loss, persistent pain or discomfort 
in the abdomen or a surprise __________________diagnosis. 

4. Currently, the only chance of curing pancreatic cancer is __________________. 

5. Alex Sparke's wife, Hayley, was __________________ old when she died from pancreatic cancer. 

6. They'd known each other since __________________.  

7. Hayley was diagnosed after she broke __________________ . 

8. Pancreatic cancer is projected to overtake  __________________     as one of the deadliest cancers. 

9. But it receives less than __________________of the funding that goes to that cancer. 

10. While survival rates for most cancers have increased, only one in __________________diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer will be alive after five years. 

11. Helen Macgregor was part of a clinical trial of a new immunotherapy to treat her cancer but she says 
it nearly _________________ . 

12. But she says she is still incredibly __________________.  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

diagnose                 symptom               tumour                 detect               handle 
catch up with                arise               abdomen              cavity 

delicate              vague               persistent               come up with 
 
 
1. A number of financial difficulties ………………………………. for the company during the coronavirus 

lockdown and it had to seek an emergency loan. 
2. After being ………………………………. with brain cancer, the patient was scheduled for surgery the 

following day. 
3. After being told by her doctor that she only had a few months to live, Helen tried to 

………………………………. all her old friends to say a last goodbye. 
4. After waking up from a coma, the patient only had a ………………………………. memory of the car accident 

which had almost killed her. 
5. Beneath the tissue covering the white of our eyes are many small, ………………………………. blood 

vessels. 
6. COVID-19 ………………………………. include fever and a dry cough. 
7. Due to early ………………………………., the doctor told the man there was a very high chance of being able 

to treat the disease successfully. 
8. During the examination, the doctor found a lump on the patient’s left breast which she suspected was 

a ……………………………….. 
9. Mark Zuckerberg said he ………………………………. the idea for Facebook while he was at university and 

realized students wanted an easier way to keep in touch. 
10. Peter quit his job after just 3 weeks because he couldn’t ………………………………. the pressure. 
11. The core of the apple is removed and the ………………………………. filled with a mixture of nuts and sugar 

before being baked in the oven. 
12. The outdoor event was called off due to ………………………………. rain. 
13. The patient was admitted to hospital with ………………………………. pain and nausea. Doctors suspected it 

was a result of food poisoning. 
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ANSWERS 
 
1. her liver 

2. her son 

3. diabetes 

4. surgery 

5. 34 years 

6. high school 

7. her back 

8. breast cancer 

9. a third 

10. 10 people 

11. killed her 

12. hopeful 

  
cancerous growth tumour 
continuing, constant persistent  
discover or identify detect 
emerge, occur arise 
empty space within a solid object, hole cavity 
identify a disease or illness by examining someone diagnose 
indication, indicator, sign of a disease symptom 
indistinct, unclear, uncertain vague  
made up of small or fine parts delicate 
manage, cope with handle 
stomach abdomen 
talk or meet with someone who you haven’t had contact with for a while catch up with 
to think of something, create come up with 
 
1. A number of financial difficulties arose for the company during the coronavirus lockdown and it had 

to seek an emergency loan. 
2. After being diagnosed with brain cancer, the patient was scheduled for surgery the following day. 
3. After being told by her doctor that she only had a few months to live, Helen tried to catch up with all 

her old friends to say a last goodbye. 
4. After waking up from a coma, the patient only had a vague memory of the car accident which had 

almost killed her. 
5. Beneath the tissue covering the white of our eyes are many small, delicate blood vessels. 
6. COVID-19 symptoms include fever and a dry cough. 
7. Due to early detection, the doctor told the man there was a very high chance of being able to treat 

the disease successfully. 
8. During the examination, the doctor found a lump on the patient’s left breast which she suspected was 

a tumour. 
9. Mark Zuckerberg said he came up with the idea for Facebook while he was at university and 

realized students wanted an easier way to keep in touch. 
10. Peter quit his job after just 3 weeks because he couldn’t handle the pressure. 
11. The core of the apple is removed and the cavity filled with a mixture of nuts and sugar before being 

baked in the oven. 
12. The outdoor event was called off due to persistent rain. 
13. The patient was admitted to hospital with abdominal pain and nausea. Doctors suspected it was a 

result of food poisoning. 
 


