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Title: The 'real-life' Lord of the Flies 

First Broadcast: May 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:29 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-real-life-lord-of-the-flies/12274030 

Summary: 

Rutger Bregman, a Dutch historian, has just published a book about the amazing 
survival story of a group of Tongan teenagers who were shipwrecked on a remote 
island in the 1960s. Although there were parallels with the Lord of the Flies, a fictional 
account of schoolboys stranded on a remote island. The author found that the response 
of the Tongan boys to the real-life experience was quite different to the book. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
aim to do something  
locate, find something through 
searching 

 

miserable, bleak, depressing  
perfect, ideal, wonderful  
place where people live  
see, detect  
separation, remoteness  
situated on a ship or other vehicle  
stop expecting that a missing person 
will be found alive 

 

strength, toughness, ability to 
withstand or recover quickly from 
difficulties 

 

the comfort and convenience of 
modern life and culture 

 

 

set out (v) 
grim tale (adj) 
idyllic life (adj) 
civilisation (n) 
human resilience (n) 
track down (v) 
isolation (n) 
dwelling (n) 
spot a fire (v) 
onboard (adj) 
give up for dead 
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SUMMARY 
 
Rutger Bregman, a Dutch historian, has just published a book about the amazing survival story of a 
group of Tongan teenagers who were shipwrecked on a remote island in the 1960s. Although there were 
parallels with the Lord of the Flies, a fictional account of schoolboys stranded on a remote island. The 
author found that the response of the Tongan boys to the real-life experience was quite different to the 
book. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
• Do you know or have you read the classic novel Lord of the Flies? 
• Where is Tonga? 
• How do you think the boys were able to survive a long time on the island? 
• How do you think their family felt after they were rescued? 
  
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How old was Mano Totau when he and his friends became shipwrecked on a remote island in the 

1960s?  

• How many boys were there?  

• Where were they trying to sail to?  

• How long were the boys on the island?  

 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. After having read Lord of the Flies as a boy, Rutger Bregman says:  

“It was incredible to find out that the real Lord of the Flies is a story about friendship and 
cooperation and_______________________________” 

2. After being rescued, what is something they had eaten on the island and still made the best 
breakfast?  

3. What are some things they made while on the island?  

4. Eventually, they also built a thatched dwelling and ways to ________________________. 

5. What does Rutger Bregman think allowed the boys to survive? 

a. Something in human nature itself 

b. Something very specific to Tongan culture 

c. Most likely a combination of both 

6. How did they come to be rescued?  

7. What did people think had happened to the boys?  

8. How does Mano Totau now regard Peter Warner, the man who rescued them?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

set out              grim            idyllic             civilisation              resilience                  track down 
isolation                  dwelling                  spot                  onboard                  give up for dead 

 
 
1. After an unsuccessful 12 week search in remote bushland, the missing boy had been 

…………………………………. 
2. After …………………………………the illegal fishing boat in Australian waters, the ship’s captain radioed the 

Australian maritime authority to inform them of its location. 
3. Childhood educators say it is important for children to learn to be …………………………………from a young 

age so they are better able to cope with life’s difficulties in adulthood. 
4. People often use Facebook these days to …………………………………old friends who they might not have 

heard from for many years. 
5. The author originally …………………………………to write a book about his family history for his children to 

read. But it ended up becoming a best-seller. 
6. The convicted criminal was …………………………………from the other prisoners because of his history of 

violence and the high risk of an unprovoked attack. 
7. The …………………………………was poorly insulated and had no heating. So, in winter it was very cold. 
8. The hotel was located on a tropical island in an …………………………………setting which overlooked 

mountainous rain forest and rice paddies.  
9. The man loved nothing better than camping for weeks at a time in remote forests far away from 

………………………………… 
10. The ship offered a range of …………………………………dining facilities for passengers, including 2 

restaurants, a pub and a café. 
11. There was more …………………………………news for Italy with another thousand deaths from COVID-19 

recorded overnight. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• 16 
• 6 
• Fiji 
• 15 months 
 

1. human resilience 
2. raw fish 
3. a garden, a badminton court, a guitar 
4. capture fresh water 
5. an Australian fisherman spotted their fire (and brought 

them onboard before calling Tongan authorities by radio) 

6. they were dead 
7. as his father 
 

  
 
aim to do something set out 
locate, find something through searching track down 
miserable, bleak, depressing grim 
perfect, ideal, wonderful idyllic 
place where people live dwelling 
see, detect spot 
separation, remoteness isolation 
situated on a ship or other vehicle onboard 
stop expecting that a missing person will be found alive give up for dead 
strength, toughness, ability to withstand or recover quickly from difficulties resilience 
the comfort and convenience of modern life and culture civilisation 
 
1. After an unsuccessful 12 week search in remote bushland, the missing boy had been given up for 

dead. 
2. After spotting the illegal fishing boat in Australian waters, the ship’s captain radioed the Australian 

maritime authority to inform them of its location. 
3. Childhood educators say it is important for children to learn to be resilient from a young age so they 

are better able to cope with life’s difficulties in adulthood. 
4. People often use Facebook these days to track down old friends who they might not have heard 

from for many years. 
5. The author originally set out to write a book about his family history for his children to read. But it 

ended up becoming a best-seller. 
6. The convicted criminal was isolated from the other prisoners because of his history of violence and 

the high risk of an unprovoked attack. 
7. The dwelling was poorly insulated and had no heating. So, in winter it was very cold. 
8. The hotel was located on a tropical island in an idyllic setting which overlooked mountainous rain 

forest and rice paddies.  
9. The man loved nothing better than camping for weeks at a time in remote forests far away from 

civilisation. 
10. The ship offered a range of onboard dining facilities for passengers, including 2 restaurants, a pub 

and a café. 
11. There was more grim news for Italy with another thousand deaths from COVID-19 recorded 

overnight. 
 


