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Title: Australian vets operate to save an orphaned sun bear  

First Broadcast: February, 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 4:20 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/australian-vets-operate-to-save-an-orphaned-
sun/11978272 

Summary: 
Three Australians vets travelled overseas to assist with a radical surgical procedure on 
a 6-year-old sun bear’s pelvis.  

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
all things that exist in a particular 
environment 

 

an area that is surrounded by a 
barrier 

 

baby, the young of a bear or other 
carnivorous mammal 

 

basically, effectively  
crucial, key, significant  
fulfil, achieve, succeed in  
glad, thankful, pleased, reassured  
great, sizeable  
in danger, at risk  
obtain food by searching  
put to death humanely  
unchanging, routine  
very new and different  

 

forest ecosystem (n) 
critical role (adj) 
classified as vulnerable (adj) 
cub (n) 
euthanise (v) 
radical surgery (adj) 
essentially (adv) 
relieved (adj) 
accomplish a goal 
uneventfully (adv) 
vast range (adj) 
enclosure (n) 
forage (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Three Australians vets travelled overseas to assist with a radical 
surgical procedure on a 6-year-old sun bear’s pelvis. 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
  
Ø Where are sun bears found in the wild? 
Ø Why are sun bear populations declining? 
Ø What is a wildlife poacher? Why is wildlife poached? 
Ø Do you think it is worth going to the trouble of performing 

complicated surgical procedures on individual animals? 
 
 

 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• At the moment, sun bear populations in South-East Asia are classified as …  

a. vulnerable.         b. endangered.            c. critically endangered. 
 

• Where was the surgical procedure on the sun bear conducted?  
 
• Had the same type of surgery been done on a sun bear before?  Yes  /  No 
 
• How long did the surgical procedure take?  
 
• Was the surgery a success?   Yes  /  No 
 
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. How did Larry Vogelnest, the senior veterinarian at Taronga Zoo who flew to Kalimantan to assist the 

surgical team, describe the procedure? Quite incredible and ………………………………….  
 

2. What happened to Hitam after being taken out of the wild as a cub by poachers?  
Her teeth were cut down and she was ………………………………….…………………………………. 

 
3. Why didn’t she grow properly? 

  
4. A six-year-old Bornean sun bear should normally weigh around 40-odd kilos – how much did Hitam 

weigh?  
 

5. Once Hitam has fully recovered from the surgery, what will happen to her?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

ecosystem                    critical                   vulnerable                   cub 
euthanise                   radical                   essentially                   relieved                   accomplish 

uneventfully                   vast                   enclosure                   forage 

 
 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is …………………………………. to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. After almost hitting a kangaroo just after leaving Melbourne, the rest of the trip was 

…………………………………. and the 2 friends arrived in Sydney later in the evening. 
3. After becoming the first Australian female tennis player to reach number one in the world since 1976, 

thousands of people took to social media to congratulate Ash Barty on her ………………………………….. 
4. After the horse stumbled in the race and broke its leg, a vet was called to …………………………………. the 

animal. 
5. During the cold winter months, the nocturnal animals were forced to …………………………………. for food 

during daylight hours as well as night because of the difficulty in finding an adequate food source. 
6. Many farmers were accused of exploiting the …………………………………. of workers from overseas by 

paying them very low wages. 
7. Marine biologists said the coastal area was a fragile …………………………………. with a number of 

endangered species and should therefore be a protected zone. 
8. Parents said it was a huge …………………………………. to hear that no students had been injured in a 

reported shooting at the school. 
9. Police were called after zookeepers spotted a man trying to get inside the tiger ………………………………… 
10. The Amazon is a …………………………………. region that spans across eight countries. 
11. The health minister’s …………………………………. proposal to put a tax on junk food was criticized by 

representatives of the food industry. 
12. The two products were different in price but the cheaper one was …………………………………. the same in 

terms of performance and results. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• vulnerable 
• Kalimantan, Indonesia 
• No 
• seven hours 
• Yes   

1. difficult 
2. sold to an Indonesian family where she was kept as a pet 
3. She was kept in a cage and fed rice and canned milk 
4. 19 kilos 
5. She will be released into an enclosure (with three other 

bears) 
 

  
all things that exist in a particular environment ecosystem 
an area that is surrounded by a barrier enclosure 
baby, the young of a bear or other carnivorous mammal cub 
basically, effectively essentially 
crucial, key, significant critical 
fulfil, achieve, succeed in accomplish 
glad, thankful, pleased, reassured relieved 
great, sizeable vast 
in danger, at risk vulnerable 
obtain food by searching forage 
put to death humanely euthanise 
unchanging, routine uneventfully 
very new and different radical 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is critical to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. After almost hitting a kangaroo just after leaving Melbourne, the rest of the trip was uneventful and 

the 2 friends arrived in Sydney later in the evening. 
3. After becoming the first Australian female tennis player to reach number one in the world since 1976, 

thousands of people took to social media to congratulate Ash Barty on her accomplishment. 
4. After the horse stumbled in the race and broke its leg, a vet was called to euthanise the animal. 
5. During the cold winter months, the nocturnal animals were forced to forage for food during daylight 

hours as well as night because of the difficulty in finding an adequate food source. 
6. Many farmers were accused of exploiting the vulnerability of workers from overseas by paying them 

very low wages. 
7. Marine biologists said the coastal area was a fragile ecosystem with a number of endangered 

species and should therefore be a protected zone. 
8. Parents said it was a huge relief to hear that no students had been injured in a reported shooting at 

the school. 
9. Police were called after zookeepers spotted a man trying to get inside the tiger enclosure. 
10. The Amazon is a vast region that spans across eight countries. 
11. The health minister’s radical proposal to put a tax on junk food was criticized by representatives of 

the food industry. 
12. The two products were different in price but the cheaper one was essentially the same in terms of 

performance and results. 
 


