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Summary: 
New research questions the value of homework for school children and more schools 
and teachers are ditching it altogether. 

 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
bad-tempered, in a bad mood  
beliefs, ideas, thinking  
conflict, strain, situation in which parties 
disagree with and feel anger toward each 
other 

 

demand, require  
good for, making a certain outcome more 
likely or possible 

 

ignore, disregard, overlook, fail to give 
attention to something 

 

increase  
make great effort  
part of something, feature  
produce  
protect from danger or an unpleasant 
experience 

 

someone who avoids work or effort  
split, difference or disagreement  

 

opinions are divided (adj) 
shield from stress (v) 
create tension (n) 
slacker (n) 
cranky (adj) 
conjure excuses (v) 
neglect homework (v) 
labour over homework (v) 
insist (v) 
ramp up (v) 
philosophy (n) 
conducive (adj) 
academic aspect (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
New research questions the value of homework for school children and more schools and teachers are 
ditching it altogether. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
 
Ø What is the purpose of homework? Do you think it is important? Should all school students get some 

homework? Or should it be limited, or removed entirely?  

Ø Why might some educators argue that school students shouldn’t be given too much homework? 

Ø Ari Maniatis, the father of two school children, says in the report: “I think drill-style learning is not 

conducive to understanding. And I think … that you want children to have understanding, not just 

memorising facts.” What does he mean? Do you agree? 

 

  
  
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Why does 11-year-old Arya Sadeghi say that he sometimes really doesn't want to do tutoring or 

homework? He just wants to ……………………………………………. 

2. What does his father Shahram believe are some benefits of online tutoring?  

It ensures discipline and accountability and ……………………………………………. 

3. What does he say is necessary to achieve a good performance? ……………………………………………. 

4. What does Paul Chapman, the principal at Central Coast Sports College where homework's entirely 
optional, say homework can create in a student’s home life? ……………………………………………. 

5. Former education minister Adrian Piccoli’s believes there shouldn’t be any homework primary school 
or high school.  T  /  F 

6. What does student Sophia Maniatis say are some things she misses out on if she has a heavy 
schedule of homework?  

Spending as much time with friends, just relaxing or ……………………………………………. 

7. Does her father Ari ever worry that not doing homework could cause his daughters to fail later in life? 
Yes  /  No 

8. While Ari considers his extra family time invaluable, other parents say hard work and homework are 
essential for ……………………………………………. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

divided                 shield                  tension                 slacker 
cranky                 conjure                  neglect                  labour                  insist 

ramp up                 philosophy                 conducive                 aspect 

 
 
1. Although the teacher was often …………………………………………….and complaining how lazy his students 

were, he was respected for how passionate he was about the subject he taught and his willingness 
to help students after class. 

2. For many Australians, a love of sport is an important …………………………………………….of their culture. 
3. Many people think school teachers are fortunate because of how many holidays they get but 

overlook how hard they have to …………………………………………….during the term, and often in the breaks 
as well. 

4. Public transport experts said the city’s train system had been …………………………………………….by 
successive governments over the last 30 years and was in desperate need of an investment boost. 

5. The company had to quickly …………………………………………….production of toilet paper after supermarket 
shelves were cleared of the product due to panic buying during the coronavirus pandemic. 

6. The government announced big emergency tax cuts to …………………………………………….the economy 
from the risks from coronavirus. 

7. The government was …………………………………………….on the issue of whether to close all schools to help 
stop the spread of coronavirus. 

8. The issue of whaling has caused some …………………………………………….between Japan and other 
countries. 

9. The principal …………………………………………….on an apology from the student to her teacher after she 
had spoken rudely to him in class. 

10. The teacher told Peter’s parents he was very bright but he was a …………………………………………….in 
class and rarely did any homework.  

11. The terrible weather was not …………………………………………….to a high scoring, good game of football. 
12. The two parents had a different …………………………………………….when it came to education. One thought 

their children should do extra tutorials on the weekend while the other didn’t think it necessary. 
13. While sitting around complaining they had no money to do anything, the group of teenagers were 

amazed when one of them, who was notorious for never having any money, smiled and 
……………………………………………. up a $100 bill. 
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ANSWERS 
 
1. hang out with his friends 

2. success after school 

3. some stress 

4. tension 

5. F 

6. playing sports 

7. no 

8. a bright future 

 
bad-tempered, in a bad mood cranky 
beliefs, ideas, thinking philosophy 
conflict, strain, situation in which parties disagree with and feel anger toward 
each other 

tension 

demand, require insist 
good for, making a certain outcome more likely or possible conducive 
ignore, disregard, overlook, fail to give attention to something neglect  
increase ramp up 
make great effort labour over  
part of something, feature aspect 
produce conjure  
protect from danger or an unpleasant experience shield  
someone who avoids work or effort slacker 
split, difference or disagreement divided 
 
1. Although the teacher was often cranky and complaining how lazy his students were, he was 

respected for how passionate he was about the subject he taught and his willingness to help 
students after class. 

2. For many Australians, a love of sport is an important aspect of their culture. 
3. Many people think school teachers are fortunate because of how many holidays they get but 

overlook how hard they have to labour during the term, and often in the breaks as well. 
4. Public transport experts said the city’s train system had been neglected by successive governments 

over the last 30 years and was in desperate need of an investment boost. 
5. The company had to quickly ramp up production of toilet paper after supermarket shelves were 

cleared of the product due to panic buying during the coronavirus pandemic. 
6. The government announced big emergency tax cuts to shield the economy from the risks from 

coronavirus. 
7. The government was divided on the issue of whether to close all schools to help stop the spread of 

coronavirus. 
8. The issue of whaling has caused some tensions between Japan and other countries. 
9. The principal insisted on an apology from the student to her teacher after she had spoken rudely to 

him in class. 
10. The teacher told Peter’s parents he was very bright but he was a slacker in class and rarely did any 

homework.  
11. The terrible weather was not conducive to a high scoring, good game of football. 
12. The two parents had a different philosophy when it came to education. One thought their children 

should do extra tutorials on the weekend while the other didn’t think it necessary. 
13. While sitting around complaining they had no money to do anything, the group of teenagers were 

amazed when one of them, who was notorious for never having any money, smiled and conjured up 
a $100 bill. 

 


