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Title: Drowning continues to be a leading cause of accidental death for children 

First Broadcast: Jan 2020 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:24 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/drowning-continues-to-be-a-leading-cause-of/11875098 

Summary: 
New research shows that drowning continues to be a leading cause of accidental death 
for children. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
arrival, appearance, emergence  
compulsory, required  
damage, weakening, loss  
deadly  
fundamentally, really, essentially  
institute legal proceedings against 
someone 

 

large in scale, comprehensive  
momentary failure to think or act in 
the usual or proper way 

 

occurrence, case  
relating to nerves and the nervous 
system 

 

something or someone or something 
being placed completely in a liquid 

 

something that prevents someone 
from concentrating on something 
else, diversion 

 

young child who is just starting to 
walk  

 

 

distraction (n) 
quick lapse (n) 
toddler (n) 
basically (adv) 
extensive damage (adj) 
incident (n) 
fatal (adj) 
impairment (n) 
immersion (n) 
neurological damage (adj) 
mandatory inspections (adj) 
prosecute (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
New research shows that drowning continues to be a leading cause of accidental death for children. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
• Many Australians grow up around water. How is it that drowning continues to be a leading cause of 

accidental death for children? 
• What do you think are the 4 most common types of parental distractions which result in children 

drowning? 
• What can be the long-term impacts for a child involved in a non-fatal drowning? 
• What can be done to reduce the number of drownings? 
  
 

 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Where did Lachlan Mitchell, who was almost 3 years old at the time, drown in 2015?  

 

• How many children drowned across Australia last year?  

 

• How many children under five are hospitalised for non-fatal drownings each year?  

 

• Over the last 25 years, child drowning has been falling in Australia.  T  /  F 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What does Dr Amy Peden from the Royal Life Saving Society say about almost all the drowning 

deaths of children?  

 

2. According to Dr Peden's research, what is most likely to distract parents while supervising children?  

 

3. What is the fourth most common type of distraction?  

 

4. According to Dr Peden, a lapse in supervision of ………………..…………………… is all that it takes for a child 
to start to drown.  

 

5. How did Ari Soto Flores drown when he was a toddler?  

 

6. His mum says it’s hard but they also really focus on the smallest little ………………………………… 

 

7. What does Sue Wicks, from the Sydney Children's Hospitals Network, say about non-fatal drownings 
among children? They are the leading cause of ………………………………… 

 

8. What does the Royal Life Saving Society say is making a difference when it comes to the number of 
child drownings in some states?  

 

9. What happened to the family day care where Lachlan Mitchell drowned?  

It was shut down and the carer on duty at the time was ………………………………… 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

distraction                 lapse               toddler               basically 
extensive               incident               fatal               impairment                immersion               

neurological               mandatory               advent               prosecute 

 
 
1. A sign on the shop window stated that anyone caught shoplifting would be ………………………………… 

2. Although the conclusions were not 100 per cent clear as to why, the study 

…………………………………confirmed that studying a second language is good for your brain. 

3. Five people were injured when a car collided with a truck. Incredibly, there were no 

…………………………………. 

4. In most Australian states, wearing helmets is …………………………………for cyclists. 

5. It is a well-established fact that a lack of sleep …………………………………your ability to drive safely. 

6. New research showed that using a mobile phone whilst driving is highly …………………………………and 

potentially as dangerous as drink driving. 

7. Parkinson's disease is a …………………………………condition that affects the control of body movements. 

8. The …………………………………of computing has revolutionized the workplace. 

9. The dried mushrooms needed to be …………………………………in water before cooking. 

10. The mother’s group would meet each week in the local park with their …………………………………who 

would play on a blanket with their toys while the mothers chatted. 

11. The principal said the number of …………………………………incidents being reported by students had 

increased over the last few years. 

12. The restaurant had an …………………………………wine list which included wines from all around the world. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• in the swimming pool of a Perth day care centre 

• 19 

• about 200 

• T - by about 42 per cent 

 

1. they are preventable deaths 

2. indoor chores, like washing or cooking (followed 
by outdoor chores like hanging out the washing 
and socialising or talking to someone else) 

3. electronic distractions like TVs or mobile 
phones 

4. fell overboard from a boat (while on holidays 
in the US) 

5. little victories 

6. hospital admission 

7. mandatory inspections of pool fencing 

8. prosecuted 

 

  
arrival, appearance, emergence advent 
compulsory, required mandatory 
damage, weakening, loss impairment 
deadly fatal 
fundamentally, really, essentially basically 
institute legal proceedings against someone prosecute 
large in scale, comprehensive extensive 
momentary failure to think or act in the usual or proper way lapse 
occurrence, case incident 
relating to nerves and the nervous system neurological 
something or someone or something being placed completely in a liquid immersion 
something that prevents someone from concentrating on something else, diversion distraction 
young child who is just starting to walk  toddler 
 
1. A sign on the shop window stated that anyone caught shoplifting would be prosecuted. 
2. Although the conclusions were not 100 per cent clear as to why, the study basically confirmed that 

studying a second language is good for your brain. 
3. Five people were injured when a car collided with a truck. Incredibly, there were no fatalities. 
4. In most Australian states, wearing helmets is mandatory for cyclists. 
5. It is a well-established fact that a lack of sleep impairs your ability to drive safely. 
6. New research showed that using a mobile phone whilst driving is highly distracting and potentially 

as dangerous as drink driving. 
7. Parkinson's disease is a neurological condition that affects the control of body movements. 
8. The advent of computing has revolutionized the workplace. 
9. The dried mushrooms needed to be immersed in water before cooking. 
10. The mother’s group would meet each week in the local park with their toddlers who would play on a 

blanket with their toys while the mothers chatted. 
11. The principal said the number of bullying incidents being reported by students had increased over 

the last few years. 
12. The restaurant had an extensive wine list which included wines from all around the world. 
 


