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Title: Indians the latest wave of Melbourne migrants 

First Broadcast: Sep 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:54 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/indians-the-latest-wave-of-melbourne-migrants/11526184 

Summary: 
These days, Victoria's typical migrant is from India, forming the largest group of recent 
arrivals in most of Melbourne's outer suburbs. 

 
 
 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
clear, unmistakable  
crucial, key, significant  
friendship, relationship  
intermixing of people  
large quantity of something  
move to a place and make it home  
normal, usual, characteristic  
raise, help grow or develop  
separation, remoteness  
spreading out over a large area  
unchanging, stable  
varied, made up of things that are 
different from each other 

 

 

outer sprawl (n) 
distinct group (adj) 
nurture kids (v) 
settle in Melbourne (v) 
typical migrant (adj) 
isolation (n) 
community bonds (n) 
critical element (adj) 
integration (n) 
steady income (adj) 
abundance of shops (n) 
diverse community (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
These days, Victoria's typical migrant is from India, forming the largest group of recent arrivals in most of 
Melbourne's outer suburbs. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø When migrants are choosing a place to settle in Australia, what do you think they look for? 
Ø Why are many newly arrived migrants prepared to move to a place far from the city? 
Ø Among other things, Ruchira Gupta, who is originally from India, loves the strong sense of 

community where she is living in the south-eastern suburbs of Melbourne. What does she mean? 
What creates a strong sense of community? 

Ø Why is the latest generation of migrants facing more economic challenges than the waves who came 
before? 

Ø David McCluskey, a demographer who has just finished some new research into Melbourne's 
changing ethnic and social groups, says migrants moving to outer suburbs risk isolation. Why? 

   
 
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How long ago did Ruchira Gupta and her husband move to Australia from India?  

 
• How far away is the suburb where they live from Melbourne's CBD?  
 
• Their neighbours and friends 3 doors down, Govinath Devandrum and his wife Bruntha, are also 

Indian. T  /   F 
 
• What does Govinath say they play together with their kids in the playground?  
 
• According to Ronald Mushtaq, who is a property seller for a new development, what proportion of 

people moving there are from the subcontinent?  
 
• Compared to Melbourne’s median of $820,000, how much do houses on the estate start from?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What does Ruchira Gupta, who is originally from India, say she dreamed to have when she first 

settled in Australia?  
 

2. What does Ruchira like most about Linhurst besides the strong sense of our community?  
 
3. According to demographer David McCluskey, who has just finished some new research into 

Melbourne's changing ethnic and social groups, what is the main challenge facing today’s migrants?  
 
4. Why does David McCluskey say migrants moving to outer suburbs risk isolation?  
 
5. Although Ruchira Gupta loves having an Indian community close by, she says Melbourne's outer 

suburbs “will anchor her kids to this country” because of their ______________________ 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

sprawl                       distinct                 nurture                   settle 
typical               isolation              bond               critical 

integration               steady                   abundance                  diverse 

 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is ……………………………………… to the health and wellbeing of a 

community. 
2. After moving to the outer suburbs with his family, the man found it hard to hold down a 

……………………………………… job and was often unemployed. 
3. Australia is an ideal country for solar power because of the ……………………………………… of sunshine.  
4. Even though the city had a population of less than a million people, its suburbs 

……………………………………… for more than 60 kilometres from north to south. 
5. Gumtrees are a ……………………………………… feature of the Australian landscape. 
6. In Australia, there are many small, ……………………………………… communities which can be hundreds of 

kilometres from the nearest town or city. 
7. In some societies, the extended family plays a very important role in ……………………………………… 

children. 
8. The 2 colleagues had ……………………………………… over their love of food and travel and were soon best 

friends. 
9. The biggest difficulties people often face when ……………………………………… in a new country are the 

language and cultural differences. 
10. The ……………………………………… of plant and animal species in the Amazon rainforest is incredible. 
11. The housing development company's regional sales teams were ……………………………………… into a 

single national marketing department located at head office. 
12. The ……………………………………… first home buyer in Australia has saved a 20% deposit and borrows the 

rest from a bank. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• a decade ago 
• 30km 
• F - Sri Lankans who grew up in India 
• cricket 
• at least 50 per cent 
• around $500,000 
 
 
 

1. having a good house where she could give a good 
nurturing to her kids, with a good education 

2. the schools and the station being very close 
3. less jobs, greater stress in terms of finding jobs that are 

well paid and meaningful 
4. because services and infrastructure, like schools and 

public transport aren't keeping up 
5. diversity 
 

  
clear, unmistakable distinct  
crucial, key, significant critical  
friendship, relationship bond 
intermixing of people integration 
large quantity of something abundance  
move to a place and make it home settle  
normal, usual, characteristic typical  
raise, help grow or develop nurture  
separation, remoteness isolation 
spreading out over a large area sprawl 
unchanging, stable steady  
varied, made up of things that are different from each other diverse  
 
 
1. Access to clean drinking water is critical to the health and wellbeing of a community. 
2. After moving to the outer suburbs with his family, the man found it hard to hold down a steady job 

and was often unemployed. 
3. Australia is an ideal country for solar power because of the abundance of sunshine.  
4. Even though the city had a population of less than a million people, its suburbs sprawled for more 

than 60 kilometres from north to south. 
5. Gumtrees are a distinct feature of the Australian landscape. 
6. In Australia, there are many small, isolated communities which can be hundreds of kilometres from 

the nearest town or city. 
7. In some societies, the extended family plays a very important role in nurturing children. 
8. The 2 colleagues had bonded over their love of food and travel and were soon best friends. 
9. The biggest difficulties people often face when settling in a new country are the language and 

cultural differences. 
10. The diversity of plant and animal species in the Amazon rainforest is incredible. 
11. The housing development company's regional sales teams were integrated into a single national 

marketing department located at head office. 
12. The typical first home buyer in Australia has saved a 20% deposit and borrows the rest from a bank. 
 


