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Title: Crackdown on drone use 

First Broadcast: Oct 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:08 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/crackdown-on-drone-use/11568584 

Summary: 
With drones becoming more and more prevalent over the past decade, there are plans 
for a crackdown on how they are used in public spaces. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
detailed organization and planning  
change something completely or to a 
very large degree, transform 

 

discover or identify  
ease, make less severe  
extremely impressive, extraordinary  
formerly make known or give out  
ideas, guesses or theories related to 
something that is not known 

 

invasive, unwelcome or uninvited  
observation, monitoring  
present everywhere  
project, scheme, plan, operation  
required, necessary, mandatory  
strong negative reaction by a large 
number of people 

 

to take tougher action against 
something 

 

 

revolutionise (v) 
stunning photography (adj) 
issue a penalty (v) 
crack down on 
detect drones (v) 
area of surveillance (n) 
compulsory registration (adj) 
logistics (n) 
undertaking (n) 
face a backlash (n) 
widespread speculation (n) 
pervasive (adj) 
intrusive (adj) 
help alleviate (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
With drones becoming more and more prevalent over the past decade, there are plans for a crackdown 
on how they are used in public spaces. 

 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
  
Ø In fewer than 25 words, how would you describe a drone to someone who doesn’t have any idea 

what one is? 

Ø What are drones used for? How have they “revolutionised the way we see the world”. 

Ø Have you ever flown a drone? 

Ø Why is there a need for stricter laws governing the use of drones? How can drones jeopardize public 
safety? 

Ø What rules should there be for people who use drones? 

Ø Why are many drone users who break the rules not punished? 

Ø Australia’s Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) can’t stop people spying with a drone if there isn’t a 
safety risk. Why not? 

 

 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• How many drones are in use across Australia?  

 

• In what ways is the use of drones in Australia currently restricted?  

 

• Under new Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) rules, what will people who fly drones over 250 
grams have to do?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. In June this year, why was a man fined almost $8,000 for an incident involving a drone?  

 

2. Why are many commercial drone operators opposed to the new rules?  

 

3. Why is CASA unable to stop people spying with a drone if there's no safety risk?  

 

4. In Canberra, what did CASA approve the use of drones by the Google owned company Wing to do?  

 

5. Besides the intrusiveness, for what other reason did residents complain about drones being used for 
this purpose?  

 

6. What is Uber planning to trial in Melbourne from next year?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

revolutionise                stunning               issue               crack down on               detect 
surveillance               compulsory               logistics               undertaking 

backlash               speculation               pervasive               intrusive               alleviate 

 
 
 
1. At a media conference, the airline’s CEO said he wouldn’t ………………………………………. about what 

caused the plane crash and was waiting for the results of a formal investigation. 
2. Due to early ………………………………………., the doctor told the man there was a very high chance of being 

able to treat the cancer successfully. 
3. Hosting an Olympic Games can provide a lot of economic benefits. But it is also a risky 

………………………………………. because of the huge amount of investment required. 
4. Over the coming Christmas holiday period, police said there would be a ………………………………………. on 

people driving without wearing a seatbelt. 
5. Police said that anyone caught using a mobile phone while driving would be 

……………………………………….  with a big fine. 
6. Smart phones have become so ………………………………………. it is actually rare to see someone on a train 

or bus not using one. 
7. Smartphone apps have ………………………………………. the way people get information and entertain 

themselves. 
8. The doctor gave the patient some drugs to ………………………………………. her pain. 
9. The ………………………………………. of hosting an Olympic Games are huge and require significant 

investment in infrastructure. 
10. The Mars rover sent ………………………………………. new images of Mars back to earth. 
11. The suspected drug traffickers were put under 24 hour police ……………………………………….. 
12. The two friends always switched their mobile phones off whenever they caught up because they 

didn’t want any calls or messages to ………………………………………. on their conversation.  
13. The wearing of school uniforms is ………………………………………. at most schools in Australia. 
14. There was international ………………………………………. against North Korea after its latest nuclear missile 

test. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• up to a million 

• can't fly over people, 
near airports or at night 

• compulsory registration 

 

 

 

1. for flying too close to his neighbours 

2. It's like an extra tax, they have already spent thousands of dollars on 
training and they say they are not the problem 

3. there are no specific privacy rules for drones, people don't own the air 
space above their property  

4. run a delivery service 

5. the noise 

6. an air taxi 

 
  
detailed organization and planning logistics 
change something completely or to a very large degree, transform revolutionise 
discover or identify detect 
ease, make less severe alleviate 
extremely impressive, extraordinary stunning 
formerly make known or give out issue 
ideas, guesses or theories related to something that is not known speculation 
invasive, unwelcome or uninvited intrusive 
observation, monitoring surveillance 
present everywhere pervasive 
project, scheme, plan, operation undertaking 
required, necessary, mandatory compulsory 
strong negative reaction by a large number of people backlash 
to take tougher action against something crack down on 
 
1. At a media conference, the airline’s CEO said he wouldn’t speculate about what caused the plane 

crash and was waiting for the results of a formal investigation. 
2. Due to early detection, the doctor told the man there was a very high chance of being able to treat 

the cancer successfully. 
3. Hosting an Olympic Games can provide a lot of economic benefits. But it is also a risky undertaking 

because of the huge amount of investment required. 
4. Over the coming Christmas holiday period, police said there would be a crackdown on people 

driving without wearing a seatbelt. 
5. Police said that anyone caught using a mobile phone while driving would be issued with a big fine. 
6. Smart phones have become so pervasive it is actually rare to see someone on a train or bus not 

using one. 
7. Smartphone apps have revolutionized the way people get information and entertain themselves. 
8. The doctor gave the patient some drugs to alleviate her pain. 
9. The logistics of hosting an Olympic Games are huge and require significant investment in 

infrastructure. 
10. The Mars rover sent stunning new images of Mars back to earth. 
11. The suspected drug traffickers were put under 24 hour police surveillance. 
12. The two friends always switched their mobile phones off whenever they caught up because they 

didn’t want any calls or messages to intrude on their conversation.  
13. The wearing of school uniforms is compulsory at most schools in Australia. 
14. There was international backlash against North Korea after its latest nuclear missile test. 
 


