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Title: Fires destroying one of the world's most important ecosystems 

First Broadcast: Aug 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 3:50 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/fires-destroying-one-of-the-worlds-most/11451066 

Summary: Widespread fires in the Amazon could be a catastrophe for the entire planet.  

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
anger  
cause or motivate someone to act in 
a harmful way 

 

continuing  
disaster  
essential or urgent thing, necessity  
fire, flames  
follow, monitor  
give incentive or encouragement to  
grassland suitable for grazing 
animals 

 

great, sizeable  
problem, difficulty, issue  
soak up, take in  

 

catastrophe (n) 
infuriate (v) 
economic imperatives (n) 
blaze (n) 
track (v) 
absorb emissions (v) 
vast majority (adj) 
incite (v) 
pasture (n) 
spur on (v) 
double whammy 
ongoing destruction (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Widespread fires in the Amazon could be a catastrophe for the entire planet.  
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Where is the Amazon? 

Ø Dr Paul Read, from the National Centre For Research In Bushfire And Arson, says what's happening 
in the Amazon “is driven by poverty and economic imperatives.” What does he mean? What has 
caused the fires? 

Ø Professor Ian Lowe, from Griffith University, says the fires in the Amazon are “a catastrophe of global 
proportions.” Why is the Amazon so important? How can the fires in the Amazon be a catastrophe for 
the entire planet? 

  
 

 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
Before watching the report, try to answer the questions 
 
• Amazon rainforest is equivalent in size to about half the area of ………………………………………… 

  

• The Amazon rainforest is responsible for 20 per cent of the world's ………………………………………… 

 

• It also absorbs 25 per cent of our ………………………………………… annually. 

 

• The vast majority of the Amazon fires are in which country? ………………………………………… 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. How many fires have been reported across Brazil this year?  

 

2. What have NASA satellites been tracking in relation to the fires?  

 

3. What did Brazil’s hard-right President come to power with the goal of avoiding at any cost?  

 

4. What do local scientists say the Brazilian President had effectively declared war on?  

 

5. In Brazil, who has been clearing the Amazon rainforest for years?  

 

6. What has President Bolsonaro's response been after he realised the planetary-wide significance of 
the fires?  

 

7. What do some people believe is the only thing that can now put the fires out?  
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CLOZE 
 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

catastrophe                       infuriate                   imperative                 blaze 
track                   absorb                    vast                 incite 

pasture                 spur                    double whammy                     ongoing 

 
 
1. Because there is a fine line between freedom of expression and the use of language to 

………………………………………… hatred and violence, the government’s proposed new racial discrimination 
legislation was controversial. 

2. Hundreds of firefighters battled about 70 ………………………………………… across California, as strong 
winds and unusually warm spring weather fed the flames. 

3. Lots of trees can reduce the temperature of cities because they ………………………………………… heat. 
4. Many people around the world were ………………………………………… by President Trumps decision to 

withdraw from the Paris climate agreement. 
5. Many retail companies these days use membership details and special software to 

………………………………………… the spending habits of their clients. 
6. Many would be home buyers had to deal with the ………………………………………… of rapidly rising house 

prices and smaller wage rises.  
7. Police said no arrests had been made in relation to the murder but investigations were 

…………………………………………. 
8. The Amazon is a ………………………………………… region that spans across eight countries. 
9. The author said that letters from her readers had ………………………………………… her on to keep writing 

after she had considered giving it up. 
10. The effects of the almost 10-year civil war had been ………………………………………… for the country’s 

economy and the lives of millions of people. 
11. To be certified as organic, all the farm’s ………………………………………… had to be free from pesticides 

and herbicides.  
12. While climate change effects may already be irreversible, it is still ………………………………………… for 

nations to agree to dramatic cuts in CO2 emissions to try and slow global warming.  
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ANSWERS 
 
• Europe 

• the world's oxygen 

• our global emissions 
annually 

• Brazil 

 

1. More than 70,000 

2. The massive release of carbon monoxide 

3. a recession 

4. the environment 

5. beef producers 

6. a complete reversal, has sent in 44,000 troops to fight the fires 

7. significant rainfall 

  
anger infuriate 
cause or motivate someone to act in a harmful way incite 
continuing ongoing 
disaster catastrophe 
essential or urgent thing, necessity imperative 
fire, flames blaze 
follow, monitor track 
give incentive or encouragement to spur 
grassland suitable for grazing animals pasture 
great, sizeable vast 
problem, difficulty, issue double whammy 
soak up, take in absorb 
 
1. Because there is a fine line between freedom of expression and the use of language to incite hatred 

and violence, the government’s proposed new racial discrimination legislation was controversial. 
2. Hundreds of firefighters battled about 70 blazes across California, as strong winds and unusually 

warm spring weather fed the flames. 
3. Lots of trees can reduce the temperature of cities because they absorb heat. 
4. Many people around the world were infuriated by President Trumps decision to withdraw from the 

Paris climate agreement. 
5. Many retail companies these days use membership details and special software to track the 

spending habits of their clients. 
6. Many would be home buyers had to deal with the double whammy of rapidly rising house prices and 

smaller wage rises.  
7. Police said no arrests had been made in relation to the murder but investigations were ongoing. 
8. The Amazon is a vast region that spans across eight countries. 
9. The author said that letters from her readers had spurred her on to keep writing after she had 

considered giving it up. 
10. The effects of the almost 10-year civil war had been catastrophic for the country’s economy and the 

lives of millions of people. 
11. To be certified as organic, all the farm’s pastures had to be free from pesticides and herbicides.  
12. While climate change effects may already be irreversible, it is still imperative for nations to agree to 

dramatic cuts in CO2 emissions to try and slow global warming.  


