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Title: The wastelands created by Australian rubbish in Indonesia 

First Broadcast: July 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:41 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-wastelands-created-by-australian-rubbish-in/11301712 

Summary: 
The Australian recycling system is in crisis with several countries no longer accepting 
certain types of waste for processing. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
able to be maintained at a certain 
rate or level, ecologically balanced 

 

appear  
copy, take as a model  
disorder, confusion  
having the potential to cause cancer  
income, means of support  
period of time between events  
pollute, infect  
remaining, leftover  
things or material tied or wrapped up 
together 

 

unpleasantly bitter or pungent  
very strange or unusual  

 

follow suit 
pop up 
bizarre (adj) 
livelihood (n) 
interval (n) 
bundle (n) 
acrid smell (adj) 
carcinogenic (adj) 
chaos (n) 
residual waste (adj) 
contaminate (v) 
sustainable (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Australian recycling system is in crisis with several countries no longer accepting certain types of 
waste for processing. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø A lot of Australia’s plastic and paper waste used to be shipped overseas, including to Indonesia, to 

be recycled. Why? Why might a lot of Australians be surprised that this was happening? 
Ø Why have some countries stopped taking Australia’s waste? What does this mean for Australia? 
Ø Dr Joe Pickin, a waste management expert, says Australia is “in effect, exporting pollution”. Should 

all countries have to recycle their own waste? 
Ø Why might a lot of people in Indonesia want recyclable waste imports to continue? 
Ø What can be done to reduce the amount of recyclable waste that is produced? Who is responsible? 
 
  
  
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• The village of Bangun, close to Surabaya, receives garbage …  

a. from just Australia.                b. from Australia and other countries. 
 

• According to Dr Joe Pickin, what proportion of Australia’s recyclable waste exports is going to 
Indonesia?  
 

• Why does he say it is sent off-shore?  
 
• Which country has stopped all imports of recyclable waste?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Complete the quote from the report: 

“For the children of Bangun, (the piles of garbage) are just another place to play. For their 
parents, it's ________________________________” 

 
2. What did Supiyati, who has been sorting waste for eight years, once find and later sold for $80?  

 
3. How much money do the four pickers she employs earn each day?  
 
4. What happens to the rubbish that can’t be sold for recycling?  
 
5. What does Segung, who was born in Bangun, say the run-off from the factory which processes 

recycled paper has killed?  
 
6. Why did Indonesian customs officers recently reject 210 tonnes of Australian paper waste?  
 
7. Why does the reporter say that “very few (they) spoke to … want the rivers of recycled waste to 

stop”?  
“Picking plastic, they believe, is their only shot at ________________________________” 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

follow suit                    pop up                  bizarre                livelihood 
interval                  bundle                   acrid                carcinogenic 
chaos              residual              contaminate              sustainable 

 
 
1. A huge snow storm in the region caused …………………………….…………… on the roads with hundreds of 

accidents reported. 
2. After the US cut interest rates by 1%, several other countries …………………………….…………… bringing 

global interest rates down to record lows. 
3. As the fire in the factory took hold, …………………………….…………… smoke filled the air and nearby 

residents were told to keep all their windows shut and to not go outside. 
4. If you are sitting down at the computer all day, it’s a good idea to have a break at regular 

…………………………….……………. 
5. Industry representatives said the proposed carbon tax would have a negative impact on the economy 

and would threaten the …………………………….…………… of tens of thousands of people. 
6. It can be cheaper if you …………………………….…………… your internet, mobile and pay TV services 

together from the same provider. 
7. Many people find it …………………………….…………… that after so many mass shootings, the US doesn’t 

change its gun laws. 
8. Starbucks opened its first Chinese store in Beijing in 1999. Soon they were 

…………………………….…………… all over the country.   
9. Studies show there are at least 60 chemicals in a cigarette which are …………………………….……………. 
10. The government said the country’s pension system, which provided retirees with very generous 

benefits in retirement, was not …………………………….…………… because of the rapidly ageing population. 
11. The mining company was fined $10 million for …………………………….…………… a nearby river with 

poisonous chemicals. 
12. Villagers complained that residual chemicals from the mine had been leaking into the nearby river 

system and the water was now toxic. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• from Australia and other 

countries 
• about 20 per cent 
• for years it has been 

cheaper 
• China 
 

1. livelihood  
2. a gold tooth 
3. around $4 
4. (brought to the banks of the river and) set alight 
5. his childhood playground 
6. it was contaminated with plastic, electronics, dirty nappies and 

other materials 
7. a better life for their kids 

 
 
able to be maintained at a certain rate or level, ecologically 
balanced 

sustainable 

appear pop up 
copy, take as a model follow suit 
disorder, confusion chaos 
having the potential to cause cancer carcinogenic 
income, means of support livelihood 
period of time between events interval 
pollute, infect contaminate 
remaining, leftover residual 
things or material tied or wrapped up together bundle 
unpleasantly bitter or pungent acrid 
very strange or unusual bizarre 
 
1. A huge snow storm in the region caused chaos on the roads with hundreds of accidents reported. 
2. After the US cut interest rates by 1%, several other countries followed suit bringing global interest 

rates down to record lows. 
3. As the fire in the factory took hold, acrid smoke filled the air and nearby residents were told to keep 

all their windows shut and to not go outside. 
4. If you are sitting down at the computer all day, it’s a good idea to have a break at regular intervals. 
5. Industry representatives said the proposed carbon tax would have a negative impact on the economy 

and would threaten the livelihood of tens of thousands of people. 
6. It can be cheaper if you bundle your internet, mobile and pay TV services together from the same 

provider. 
7. Many people find it bizarre that after so many mass shootings, the US doesn’t change its gun laws. 
8. Starbucks opened its first Chinese store in Beijing in 1999. Soon they were popping up all over the 

country.   
9. Studies show there are at least 60 chemicals in a cigarette which are carcinogenic. 
10. The government said the country’s pension system, which provided retirees with very generous 

benefits in retirement, was not sustainable because of the rapidly ageing population. 
11. The mining company was fined $10 million for contaminating a nearby river with poisonous 

chemicals. 
12. Villagers complained that residual chemicals from the mine had been leaking into the nearby river 

system and the water was now toxic. 
 


