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Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 8:06 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/digital-empire/11140226 

Summary: 
After suffering a series of blows to its reputation that shook public confidence in the 
company, governments around the world have been looking at ways to regulate the way 
Facebook operates and reduce its domination. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
anxiety, disquiet, concern  
breach, doing something that is not 
allowed by a law or rule 

 

cautious, suspicious  
get involved in something in order to 
have an influence on what happens 

 

immoral behaviour or action, 
wrongdoing 

 

make known  
making something known that was 
previously secret or unknown 

 

quick, hurried, fast  
reduce, limit  
seek to influence, try to persuade  
spreading out over a large area  
supporter, someone who publicly 
supports or recommends a particular 
cause or policy 

 

violation, breaking  
 

privacy scandal (n) 
sprawling company (adj) 
revelation (n) 
privacy advocate (n) 
wary (adj) 
privacy breach (n) 
disclose (v) 
intervene (v) 
curb (v) 
violation of an order (n) 
lobby (v) 
growing agitation (n) 
hasty action (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
After suffering a series of blows to its reputation that shook public confidence in the company, 
governments around the world have been looking at ways to regulate the way Facebook operates and 
reduce its domination. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  
Ø Do you use Facebook? What do you mainly use it for? 

Ø Why is Facebook so powerful? Has the company grown “too big and too powerful”? 

Ø Privacy advocate and academic Suelette Dreyfus says people today are much more wary of 
Facebook. Why? What scandals has Facebook faced in recent times which has damaged its 
reputation? 

Ø Should Facebook be regulated by governments and have their power reined in? How? 

Ø One of the more radical proposals to end Facebook's domination is to break the company up, e.g. by 
forcing it to separate into Instagram, WhatsApp and Facebook. Is this a good idea? 

 

  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
What does the figure below refer to?  

 

• Two billion – 

 

• One of the biggest scandals for Facebook in March 2018 was a massive ... 

 
• What is Facebook now facing a further test over? How it handles ... 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Facebook’s market cap is larger than the total of all __________________________ 

 

2. At a US Senate hearing into Facebook’s March 2018 privacy breach that saw the personal data of 50 
million Facebook users disclosed to a private company, how did Mark Zuckerberg respond?  

 

3. What did a Facebook employee claim the company once asked the US ambassador to Australia to 
do? To intervene and curb the reach of Australian __________________________ 

 

4. The US ambassador to Australia at the time said it was his job to lobby on behalf of American 
companies.  T  /  F 

 

5. What event in Christchurch was live-streamed for 17 minutes on the Facebook platform?  

 

6. The Australian Government has introduced new criminal laws that could see executives of major tech 
companies __________________________. 

 

7. What does Facebook co-founder Chris Hughes think about the proposal to break the company up? 
a. He isn’t sure                 b. He supports it                 c. He doesn’t support it                  

 

8. What does Facebook's former Australian managing director Stephen Scheeler think about the 
proposal? He is cautioning against ________________________________________. 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

scandal                  sprawling                  revelation                  advocate 
wary                  breach                  disclose                  intervene                  curb 

violation                  lobby                  agitation                  hasty 

 
 
1. After being caught up in a bribery ……………………………………….. , which was revealed by a newspaper 

journalist, the politician was forced to quit. 
2. After being elected, the new government promised to ……………………………………….. spending and 

introduce income tax cuts. 
3. After retiring from professional sport, the woman spent the rest of her days ……………………………………….. 

for animal rights. 
4. Border patrol officers took the man aside for a bag search because he was perspiring and looked 

……………………………………….. and nervous. They later found 2kg of cocaine in his suitcase. 
5. Business leaders often ……………………………………….. the government for policies which favour their 

particular industry. 
6. Door to door salespeople have various tricks to pressure people into making 

……………………………………….. decisions to purchase whatever they are selling. 
7. Even though the city had a population of less than a million people, its suburbs 

………………………………………..  for more than 60 kilometres from north to south. 
8. People should be ……………………………………….. of emails promising big returns on online investment 

schemes. Most often they are fraudulent. 
9. Readers were shocked by ……………………………………….. in the famous singer’s biography that she had 

spent 2 years in her early 20s in jail for armed robbery. 
10. The government said it would ……………………………………….. to make sure a McDonald’s restaurant would 

not be located on the site of the new hospital as originally planned. 
11. The man was sacked for a ……………………………………….. of the employee code of conduct after he 

verbally abused one of his colleagues. 
12. Under state law, citizens must give police their name and address when asked. But they don’t have 

to ……………………………………….. any other information. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• Two billion – Number of Facebook 

users  

• privacy breach 

• extremism 

 

1. Australian banks 

2. He apologized saying it was his 
mistake 

 

3. privacy laws 

4. F 

5. a mass shooting 

6. jailed 

7. He supports it 

8. hasty action 

 

  
 
anxiety, disquiet, concern agitation 
breach, doing something that is not allowed by a law or rule violation 
cautious, suspicious wary 
get involved in something in order to have an influence on what happens intervene 
immoral behaviour or action, wrongdoing scandal 
make known disclose 
making something known that was previously secret or unknown revelation 
quick, hurried, fast hasty 
reduce, limit curb 
seek to influence, try to persuade lobby 
spreading out over a large area sprawling 
supporter, someone who publicly supports or recommends a particular 
cause or policy 

advocate 

violation, breaking breach 
 
 
1. After being caught up in a bribery scandal, which was revealed by a newspaper journalist, the 

politician was forced to quit. 
2. After being elected, the new government promised to curb spending and introduce income tax cuts. 
3. After retiring from professional sport, the woman spent the rest of her days advocating for animal 

rights. 
4. Border patrol officers took the man aside for a bag search because he was perspiring and looked 

agitated and nervous. They later found 2kg of cocaine in his suitcase. 
5. Business leaders often lobby the government for policies which favour their particular industry. 
6. Door to door salespeople have various tricks to pressure people into making hasty decisions to 

purchase whatever they are selling. 
7. Even though the city had a population of less than a million people, its suburbs sprawled for more 

than 60 kilometres from north to south. 
8. People should be wary of emails promising big returns on online investment schemes. Most often 

they are fraudulent. 
9. Readers were shocked by revelations in the famous singer’s biography that she had spent 2 years 

in her early 20s in jail for armed robbery. 
10. The government said it would intervene to make sure a McDonald’s restaurant would not be located 

on the site of the new hospital as originally planned. 
11. The man was sacked for a breach of the employee code of conduct after he verbally abused one of 

his colleagues. 
12. Under state law, citizens must give police their name and address when asked. But they don’t have 

to disclose any other information. 
 


