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Title: Studying faces 

First Broadcast: May 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:24 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/studying-faces/11146566 

Summary: 
Researchers at a laboratory in Western Australia have been conducting world-first 
studies of how we perceive other people's faces. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
appearing difficult, worrying  
by everyone, in every case  
capable, able, proficient  
fear, concern or nervousness  
genuine, authentic, real, true  
identification of a medical problem 
through examination 

 

illness, medical condition  
organize, solve  
possibility, potential  
regard or see in a particular way  
showing interest or attention  
something that cannot be seen 
clearly 

 

 

perceive faces (v) 
job prospects (n) 
faces are a blur (n) 
social anxiety (n) 
engaged (adj) 
diagnosis (n) 
legit (adj) 
disorder (n) 
universally appealing (adv) 
daunting (adj) 
competent (adj) 
sort out (v) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Researchers at a laboratory in Western Australia have been conducting world-first studies of how we 
perceive other people's faces. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø In the report, we meet Ella Bocquet-Gaylard who has prosopagnosia, a neurological condition which 

means people are unable to recognise faces. What do you think it would be like to have this 
condition? 

Ø She was only diagnosed when she was 19 and says that having a diagnosis helps so much. Why? 

Ø At FaceLab, the research centre in Perth which conducts studies of how we perceive other people's 
faces, one experiment had volunteers rate the attractiveness of people of different races. What was 
the point of this study?  

Ø These days our brains are having to process more faces than ever – why? 

 
  
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Prosopagnosia is a neurological condition in which people are unable to recognise faces or 

________________________________ 

• According to Romina Palermo from FaceLab, her research shows that about ________________________________ 

of the population has prosopagnosia.  

• Why are our brains having to process more faces than ever before?  

Largely because of ________________________________ 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. How was Ella Bocquet-Gaylard diagnosed with prosopagnosia? 

  

2. What does Ella Bocquet-Gaylard say happens when she explains her condition to people?  

 

3. She feels very lucky that she can sort of explain it and have people ________________________________ 

 

4. What does she say people who have trouble recognising faces tell her?  

It can be quite anxiety provoking, it can be quite stressful and it can be ________________________________ 

 

5. At FaceLab, one study had volunteers rate the attractiveness of people of different races to see if 
some facial features are ________________________________ 

 

6. According to Dr Clare Sutherland from FaceLab, who should choose your profile picture on apps like 
Facebook and Tinder?  A. You             B. A friend           C. A stranger 

 

7. Ella's condition has now been successfully treated and she can now recognise faces.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

perceive                 prospect               blur               anxiety               engaged 
diagnosis               legit               disorder               universally 

daunting               competent               sort out 

 
 
 
1. A number of …………………….……………. buyers were given a tour of the house which had been listed for 

sale the day before.  
2. After being concussed in a football game, Petra felt nauseous, had a headache and her vision was 

…………………….…………….. 
3. After being …………………….……………. with concussion by the club’s doctor, the woman was told she 

could take no further part in the game. 
4. At the job interview for the managerial position, the applicant was asked to give an example from 

their past work experience which demonstrated their skills and …………………….……………. to perform in 
the role. 

5. Body image is the …………………….……………. that a person has of their physical self. 
6. Fraudsters often set up professional websites to make them look …………………….…………….. 
7. In her job as hotel manager, the woman was asked to …………………….……………. all kinds of things for 

guests. 
8. It's …………………….……………. accepted that smoking is bad for your health but many people continue the 

habit. 
9. New research showed that more people were suffering from mental health …………………….……………. 

such as depression. 
10. The teacher was very good at …………………….……………. his students by making lessons interesting and 

relevant to everyday life. 
11. The tennis player, who was only 18 years old and appearing in her first grand slam final, said she 

wouldn’t let the occasion …………………….……………. her and would just try to enjoy herself on court. 
12. Year 12 students from across the country were …………………….……………. awaiting their final results 

which were due to be released at 10am that morning. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• tell them apart 

• 2 per cent 

• social media  

 

1. She diagnosed herself 

2. actually understand 

3. limiting in careers (and things like that) 

4. universally appealing 

5. a stranger 

6. F - there is no cure 

  
appearing difficult, worrying daunting 
by everyone, in every case universally 
capable, able, proficient competent 
fear, concern or nervousness anxiety 
genuine, authentic, real, true legit 
identification of a medical problem through examination diagnosis 
illness, medical condition disorder 
organize, solve sort out 
possibility, potential prospect 
regard or see in a particular way perceive 
showing interest or attention engaged 
something that cannot be seen clearly blur 
 
1. A number of prospective buyers were given a tour of the house which had been listed for sale the 

day before.  
2. After being concussed in a football game, Petra felt nauseous, had a headache and her vision was 

blurred. 
3. After being diagnosed with concussion by the club’s doctor, the woman was told she could take no 

further part in the game. 
4. At the job interview for the managerial position, the applicant was asked to give an example from 

their past work experience which demonstrated their skills and competence to perform in the role. 
5. Body image is the perception that a person has of their physical self. 
6. Fraudsters often set up professional websites to make them look legit. 
7. In her job as hotel manager, the woman was asked to sort out all kinds of things for guests. 
8. It's universally accepted that smoking is bad for your health but many people continue the habit. 
9. New research showed that more people were suffering from mental health disorders such as 

depression. 
10. The teacher was very good at engaging his students by making lessons interesting and relevant to 

everyday life. 
11. The tennis player, who was only 18 years old and appearing in her first grand slam final, said she 

wouldn’t let the occasion daunt her and would just try to enjoy herself on court. 
12. Year 12 students from across the country were anxiously awaiting their final results which were due 

to be released at 10am that morning. 
 


