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Call for Olympic athletes beaten by alleged drug cheats in the past to be recognised
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May, 2019
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ABC’s 7.30 Report

Minutes:

7:16

Video & Script:

https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/call-for-australian-athletes-beaten-by-alleged/11113364

Summary:

There have been calls for athletes beaten by alleged drug cheats in the past to be
recognised by the International Olympic Committee. One of those calling for an
investigation is Australian sprinter and silver medallist, Raelene Boyle.

KEY WORDS
Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure.
be faced with or opposed by

systemic doping (adj)

become widely known or evident

rival (n)

challenge, come face to face with
someone with an argument

come up against (pv)

degree, amount

maintains she was cheated (v)

examination, close observation,
inspection

extent of involvement (n)

insist, state strongly to be the case

track down (pv)

locate, find after a difficult search

confront (v)

opponent, competitor

cite (v)

refer to, mention

retrospectively apply (adv)

relating to or affecting a system as a
whole

dubious history (adj)

legacy of a period (n)

come to light

under scrutiny (n)

something left or handed down,
consequence
suspicious, suspect, questionable
with effect from a date in the past
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SUMMARY
There have been calls for athletes beaten by alleged drug cheats in the past to be recognised by the
International Olympic Committee. One of those calling for an investigation is Australian sprinter and
silver medallist, Raelene Boyle.
FOCUS QUESTIONS
Ø Which countries were thought to be routinely drug cheating in the past? What drugs were being
taken?
Ø Why were many Olympic athletes able to get away drug cheating in the past?
Ø How do you think Raelene Boyle feels about coming second at an Olympic Games to someone she
is very sure was a drug cheat? What questions do you think she would like to ask the athlete who
beat her?
Ø Do you think the International Olympic Committee should investigate drug cheating from the past? If
there is evidence of drug cheating, what should they do?

LISTENING
First watch the report and answer the questions
•

At which Olympics did Australian sprinter Raelene Boyle win a silver medal?

•

What was the nationality of the woman who beat her and who she believes was a drug cheat?

•

How many Olympic silver medals did Raelene Boyle win during her career?

•

How old was she when she won her first?
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

After watching the report, try to answer the following questions

1. If Raelene Boyle hadn’t won that first life changing medal, what does she say she might have ended
up doing?

2. How many of her medals does she say she was cheated out of by Renata Stecher?

3. When questioned by the ABC journalist, does Renata Stecher admit to ever having doped?

4. What was the response from Thomas Bach, the International Olympic Committee president, to
Raelene Boyle’s calls for a comprehensive investigation into past doping?

5. What does former president of the World Anti-Doping Agency, John Fahey, think about the idea of
stripping former East German athletes of their medals if there was evidence of doping?

6. According to sports historian Tara Magdalinski, why weren’t steroids banned in 1972?
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CLOZE
Use the words to complete the sentences
The form of the word may need to be changed
systemic
rival
come up against
maintain
extent
come to light
track down
cite
retrospectively
dubious

legacy
confront
scrutiny

1. A higher salary after graduation is often ……………………………………… by students as one of the main
reasons why they choose to study a particular degree.
2. All the documents related to the case were given to the man’s lawyers to ………………………………………
before the trial commenced.
3. Health experts said childhood obesity had become more prevalent in today's society and a
………………………………………

approach by government health and education authorities was needed to

address the problem.
4. In the final, the team ……………………………………… a stronger opponent but with a bit of luck they were
able to win by a narrow margin.
5. Many people in the US government were ……………………………………… about claims Saddam Hussein
was developing and stockpiling chemical weapons. Yet the country went to war with Iraq anyway.
6. Most people agree that global warming is to some ……………………………………… caused by humans.
7. Over the last 2 decades, Raphael Nadal and Roger Federer have had one of the greatest
………………………………………

ever seen in men’s tennis.

8. Police called in the dog squad to help ……………………………………… 2 men suspected of armed robbery.
9. Right up until he was executed, the prisoner had ……………………………………… his innocence.
10. The employees received a pay rise of 5% which would apply ……………………………………… to when the
claim was first made 3 months ago. This meant they would receive quite a lot of back pay.
11. The former prime minister said the greatest ……………………………………… from his time in government
was financial reform and a strong economy.
12. The journalist went to the business premises of a man to ……………………………………… him over claims
he had stolen thousands of dollars from clients.
13. Two years after the man had been executed for murder, new DNA evidence ………………………………………
which showed he was innocent.

ANSWERS
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•

1972 Munich Olympics

1. working as a secretary or in a factory

•

East German

2. 2

•

three

3. no

•

17

4. he declined (citing a statute of limitations on doping
offences)
5. too much time has passed to do this
6. because there was no test

be faced with or opposed by
become widely known or evident
challenge, come face to face with someone with an argument
degree, amount
examination, close observation, inspection
insist, state strongly to be the case
locate, find after a difficult search
opponent, competitor
refer to, mention
relating to or affecting a system as a whole
something left or handed down, consequence
suspicious, suspect, questionable
with effect from a date in the past

come up against
come to light
confront
extent
scrutiny
maintain
track down
rival
cite
systemic
legacy
dubious
retrospectively

1. A higher salary after graduation is often cited by students as one of the main reasons why they
choose to study a particular degree.
2. All the documents related to the case were given to the man’s lawyers to scrutinize before the trial
commenced.
3. Health experts said childhood obesity had become more prevalent in today's society and a systemic
approach by government health and education authorities was needed to address the problem.
4. In the final, the team came up against a stronger opponent but with a bit of luck they were able to
win by a narrow margin.
5. Many people in the US government were dubious about claims Saddam Hussein was developing
and stockpiling chemical weapons. Yet the country went to war with Iraq anyway.
6. Most people agree that global warming is to some extent caused by humans.
7. Over the last 2 decades, Raphael Nadal and Roger Federer have had one of the greatest rivalries
ever seen in men’s tennis.
8. Police called in the dog squad to help track down 2 men suspected of armed robbery.
9. Right up until he was executed, the prisoner had maintained his innocence.
10. The employees received a pay rise of 5% which would apply retrospectively to when the claim was
first made 3 months ago. This meant they would receive quite a lot of back pay.
11. The former prime minister said the greatest legacy from his time in government was financial reform
and a strong economy.
12. The journalist went to the business premises of a man to confront him over claims he had stolen
thousands of dollars from clients.
13. Two years after the man had been executed for murder, new DNA evidence came to light which
showed he was innocent.
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