
7.30 REPORT LEARNING ACTIVITIES        Published by Grabaword.com        May, 2019           Page 1 / 5  

 
Text Ó 2019 Grabaword.com                                      PHOTOCOPIABLE FOR GRABAWORD.COM SUBSCRIBERS 

 
 

Title: Is Australia's motoring future electric? 

First Broadcast: April 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 7:47 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/is-australias-motoring-future-electric/11031294 

Summary: 
In Australia, the electric car has become an election issue after the opposition Labor 
Party announced plans to encourage more electric cars onto the roads. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
certain to happen, unavoidable  
criticize, attack  
half-truth, false or incorrect details  
introduce, launch  
making use of something that is 
available 

 

not logical or reasonable  
pull, transport  
remain strong  
shift, move or change  
something that encourages someone 
act in a particular way or do 
something 

 

support  
take on  
usual, typical, standard  

 

incentive (n) 
manufacturer roll out (n) 
stand by (v) 
misinformation (n) 
pan a strategy (v) 
adopt a policy (v) 
conventional car (adj) 
irrational policy (adj) 
haul heavy loads (v) 
expect to hold up (v) 
vehicle uptake (n) 
transition to electric 
vehicles (n) 
inevitable (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
In Australia, the electric car has become an election issue after the opposition Labor Party announced 
plans to encourage more electric cars onto the roads. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
Ø Around the world, more and more car manufacturers are rolling out electric vehicles. Why? 
Ø Why aren’t many fully electric cars currently sold in Australia?  
Ø “The world is moving and transitioning to electric vehicles and it's inevitable that Australia will have to 

move the same way so we're not left behind.” Do you agree with this statement? Should all 
governments be banning or limiting sales of new vehicles with internal combustion engines over the 
next couple of decades? Why are some people against such plans? 

Ø How will an increase in the number of electric cars on the road put pressure on the federal budget? 
Ø The Labor Party's strategy also includes new standards for how much pollution cars can emit. Is this 

a good plan? 
 
  

 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
Before watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
• Which car manufacturer has plans to electrify its entire global vehicle line-up by 2025? 

• How many fully electric cars were sold in Australia last year?  

A. Fewer than 200                B. Fewer than 2 thousand                 C. Fewer than 20 thousand 

• What is one of the biggest challenges for electric vehicle uptake in Australia? A lack of quick 
charging infrastructure. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What kind of range does Paul and Margaret Koch’s new electric car have? 

 

2. How long does it take to charge?  

 

3. The Australian Labor Party has announced plans to have electric cars make up what proportion of 
new vehicle sales by 2030? 

 

4. Which 3 countries are among those planning to ban or limit sales of new vehicles with internal 
combustion engines in the next couple of decades? 

 

5. How much money does the Australian government currently collect each year from conventional car 
owners through a fuel tax? 

 

6. Does energy economist Bruce Mountain think the electricity grid will be able to cope with a big 
increase in electric cars? Yes   /   No   /  Not sure 

 

7. According to the CEO of quick charging infrastructure manufacturer Tritium, the latest technology 
allows a charge time of how long? 

 

8. If it wins government, what is Labor promising with regard to quick charging infrastructure? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

incentive               roll out               stand by               misinformation 
pan               adopt               conventional               irrational               haul 

hold up               uptake               transition               inevitable 

 
 
1. As interest rates have decreased over recent years, more people made the ………………………………….. 

from renting to owning their own home. 
2. Death and taxes are two ………………………………….. in life. 
3. Even though the man had been convicted of 2 horrific murders and sentenced to life imprisonment, 

his wife continued to ………………………………….. him and to maintain his innocence. 
4. Over the next 12 months, the fast food company planned to ………………………………….. a number of new, 

healthier snacks in all its stores across the country. 
5. Some people have an ………………………………….. fear of rain which is known as Ombrophobia. 
6. The 40 carriages of the train were ………………………………….. by 2 very powerful engines, one at the front 

and the other at the back. 
7. The best ………………………………….. for getting more people to use public transport is to improve services 

and decrease ticket prices. 
8. The director’s latest movie was ………………………………….. by critics who described it as very dull. 
9. The government said it would ………………………………….. all the recommendations made in the report 

which investigated the country’s banking system. 
10. The health minister said the huge ………………………………….. of a free flu vaccine had led to shortages 

but the government would be arranging for new supplies to be available soon. 
11. The woman, whose husband was just given life imprisonment for murder, said in the interview she 

was very upset but ………………………………….. well thanks to the support of family and friends.  
12. When it came to technology and design, Steve Jobs liked to challenge ………………………………….. 

thinking and established ways of doing things. That’s what has made Apple products unique. 
13. When it first appeared, there was a lot of ………………………………….. about HIV / AIDS. Many people 

believed you could catch the disease through touching or even sitting on toilet seats. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• Toyota 

• Fewer than 200 

• quick charging infrastructure 

1. between 230 and 250 kilometres 

2. two to three hours 

3. 50 per cent 

4. UK, France and China 

5. about $18 billion 

6. Yes 

7. 15 minutes 

8. $100 million in grants for about 200 new stations 

  
certain to happen, unavoidable inevitable 
criticize, attack pan 
half-truth, false or incorrect details misinformation 
introduce, launch roll out 
making use of something that is available uptake 
not logical or reasonable irrational 
pull, transport haul 
remain strong hold up 
shift, move or change transition 
something that encourages someone act in a particular way or do something incentive 
support stand by 
take on adopt 
usual, typical, standard conventional 
 
1. As interest rates have decreased over recent years, more people made the transition from renting to 

owning their own home. 
2. Death and taxes are two inevitabilities in life. 
3. Even though the man had been convicted of 2 horrific murders and sentenced to life imprisonment, 

his wife continued to stand by him and to maintain his innocence. 
4. Over the next 12 months, the fast food company planned to roll out a number of new, healthier 

snacks in all its stores across the country. 
5. Some people have an irrational fear of rain which is known as Ombrophobia. 
6. The 40 carriages of the train were hauled by 2 very powerful engines, one at the front and the other 

at the back. 
7. The best incentive for getting more people to use public transport is to improve services and 

decrease ticket prices. 
8. The director’s latest movie was panned by critics who described it as very dull. 
9. The government said it would take on all the recommendations made in the report which 

investigated the country’s banking system. 
10. The health minister said the huge uptake of a free flu vaccine had led to shortages but the 

government would be arranging for new supplies to be available soon. 
11. The woman, whose husband was just given life imprisonment for murder, said in the interview she 

was very upset but holding up well thanks to the support of family and friends.  
12. When it came to technology and design, Steve Jobs liked to challenge conventional thinking and 

established ways of doing things. That’s what has made Apple products unique. 
13. When it first appeared, there was a lot of misinformation about HIV / AIDS. Many people believed 

you could catch the disease through touching or even sitting on toilet seats. 
 


