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Title: Battle over Grampians as rock climbers banned to protect Aboriginal art 

First Broadcast: April 29, 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:59 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/battle-over-grampians-as-rock-climbers-banned-
to/11056572 

Summary: 

Parks Victoria recently announced it was banning rock climbing in several locations in 
one of Australia’s most spectacular national parks because it was damaging Aboriginal 
rock art. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
basically, effectively  
become involved, participate, join in  
cause trouble   
causing general public outrage, 
improper 

 

damage someone's reputation  
degree, amount  
force someone to leave a place  
holy, regarded with great respect by 
a group or person 

 

large in scale, comprehensive  
reckless, careless, thoughtless  
ridiculous, ludicrous, illogical  
tradition, history  
very disappointed or upset  

 

essentially (adv) 
turf out (v) 
irresponsible (adj) 
extent to which (n) 
take part in a ceremony (v) 
sacred site (adj) 
feel gutted (adj) 
extensive ban (adj) 
scandalous (adj) 
discredit (v) 
stir up bad feeling (v) 
absurd claim (adj) 
heritage (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
Parks Victoria recently announced it was banning rock climbing in several locations in one of Australia’s 
most spectacular national parks because it was damaging Aboriginal rock art. 

 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Where are is the Grampians National Park? 

Ø Why has Parks Victoria banned rock climbing in several locations in the Grampians? 

Ø Simon Talbot, the chief operating officer of Parks Victoria, says from a Western European's viewpoint 
of Australia the damage being done in the Grampians from rock climbing is like the Sydney Opera 
House being ruined. What does he mean? 

Ø How do you think the people who like to go rock climbing in the Grampians feel about the ban? 

Ø Do you think the decision by Parks Victoria to ban rock climbing in several locations in the 
Grampians is a good one?  

 

 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• What proportion of the Grampians National Park do the climbing bans cover?  

 

• Only a small proportion of south-eastern Australia's Aboriginal rock art is found in the Grampians.   

T  /  F 

 

• According to Parks Victoria, the number of climbers who visited the Grampians last year is how many 
times greater than 15 years ago? 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. How does Jake Goodes, from Parks Victoria, describe the Grampians? It’s our church, it’s our 

cathedral, it’s the place that holds all ______________________ . 

 

2. Do Jacqui and Mark, who are registered rock climbing guides, think rock climbing has an impact on 
the park?  Yes  /  No 

 

3. How does Jake Goodes say he feels about seeing damage to sacred sites being caused by rock 
climbing? It's really heart wrenching, you feel ______________________ . 

 

4. Does Mike Tomkins, who has been climbing in the Grampians since he moved to Australia 17 years 
ago, agree with claims by Parks Victoria that the number of climbers who visited the Grampians last 
year is 10 times greater than 15 years ago?  Yes  /  No 

 

5. Does John Clarke, a traditional owner in the region, think the Aboriginal community wants to share 
the Grampians with climbers and tourists?  Yes  /  No 

 

6. John Clarke says the Aboriginal community wants to share the Grampians with climbers and tourists 
but only if it's _______________________________ . 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

essentially                 turf out                 irresponsible                 extent 
take part                 sacred                 gutted                 extensive                 scandalous 

discredit                 stir up                 absurd                  heritage 

 
 
1. A lot of Americans are still trying to come to terms with the …………………..…………………… of having 

someone like Donald Trump as their President, something they thought would never be possible. 
2. After leading 3-0 at half-time and not having lost a game during the entire season, the team was 

…………………..…………………… to end up losing the final 3-4. 
3. Donald Trump has been very successful in …………………..…………………… mistrust of certain media 

outlets with claims that a lot of information reported about him is ‘fake news’. 
4. Election campaigns are often focussed on trying to dig up as much dirt as possible on your opponent 

in order to …………………..…………………… them.  
5. In India, cows are a …………………..…………………… animal and cannot be harmed. 
6. More than 50 thousand people …………………..…………………… in the anti-war demonstration. 
7. Most people agree it is important to preserve a country’s cultural …………………..…………………… for future 

generations. 
8. Most people agree that global warming is to some …………………..…………………… caused by humans. 
9. Police said many motorists were still acting …………………..…………………… and risking lives by using their 

mobile phones while driving. 
10. The 2 passengers were …………………..…………………… off the plane by airline security staff for drunken 

and abusive behaviour. 
11. The restaurant had an …………………..…………………… wine list which included wines from all around the 

world. 
12. The two products were different in price but the cheaper one was …………………..…………………… the same 

in terms of performance and results. 
13. When Australia’s Prime Minister put his arm around the Queen during her 1992 tour, the British press 

described the act as …………………..…………………… and nicknamed him 'The Lizard of Oz'. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• a third 

• F - 90 per cent 

• 10 times 

 

1. our stories 

2. Y 

3. gutted 

4. N 

5. Y 

6. done with respect 

  
 
basically, effectively essentially 
become involved, participate, join in take part 
cause trouble  stir up 
causing general public outrage, improper scandalous 
damage someone's reputation discredit 
degree, amount extent 
force someone to leave a place turf out 
holy, regarded with great respect by a group or person sacred 
large in scale, comprehensive extensive 
reckless, careless, thoughtless irresponsible 
ridiculous, ludicrous, illogical absurd  
tradition, history heritage 
very disappointed or upset gutted 
 
1. A lot of Americans are still trying to come to terms with the absurdity of having someone like Donald 

Trump as their President, something they thought would never be possible. 
2. After leading 3-0 at half-time and not having lost a game during the entire season, the team was 

gutted to end up losing the final 3-4. 
3. Donald Trump has been very successful in stirring up mistrust of certain media outlets with claims 

that a lot of information reported about him is ‘fake news’. 
4. Election campaigns are often focussed on trying to dig up as much dirt as possible on your opponent 

in order to discredit them.  
5. In India, cows are a sacred animal and cannot be harmed. 
6. More than 50 thousand people took part in the anti-war demonstration. 
7. Most people agree it is important to preserve a country’s cultural heritage for future generations. 
8. Most people agree that global warming is to some extent caused by humans. 
9. Police said many motorists were still acting irresponsibly and risking lives by using their mobile 

phones while driving. 
10. The 2 passengers were turfed off the plane by airline security staff for drunken and abusive 

behaviour. 
11. The restaurant had an extensive wine list which included wines from all around the world. 
12. The two products were different in price but the cheaper one was essentially the same in terms of 

performance and results. 
13. When Australia’s Prime Minister put his arm around the Queen during her 1992 tour, the British press 

described the act as scandalous and nicknamed him 'The Lizard of Oz'. 
 


