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Title: The shocking human price paid for your fish 

First Broadcast: March 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 6:31 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/the-shocking-human-price-paid-for-your-fish/10902180 

Summary: 
Industry observers have raised concerns about foreign fishing boats using slave labour 
to process their catch, a practice they say most consumers are unaware of. 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
aspect or feature of something  
communicate with, work or act 
together 

 

disgusting, detestable, horrible  
get rid of  
horrify, shock, dismay  
motivation, encouragement  
openness, honesty  
provide what is needed to exist, 
continue 

 

put an end to something  
refuse to buy or deal with as a 
punishment or protest 

 

something that gives support or 
strength to something 

 

supply or quantity of something  
 

stamp out the practice (v) 
interact (v) 
appal (v) 
transparency (n) 
fuel the use (v) 
sustain an industry (v) 
declining fish stocks (n) 
eradicate (v) 
abhorrent practice (adj) 
boycott (v) 
incentive to improve (n) 
facet (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Industry observers have raised concerns about foreign fishing boats using slave labour to process their 
catch, a practice they say most consumers are unaware of. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Why is slavery prevalent on some foreign fishing vessels? How do declining fish stocks fuel the use 

of forced or unpaid labour? 
Ø Why are consumers normally unaware that the imported seafood they eat could come from fishing 

vessels which use forced or unpaid labour? 
Ø What can be done about this problem? 
Ø Australia adopted the Modern Slavery Act last year. How does this work do you think? What does the 

Modern Slavery Act require Australian importers to do?  
Ø Do you think consumers should boycott imported seafood products? 
 
  

 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• According to Matt Beagley, a fishmonger for 17 years, frozen basa fillets imported into Australia are 

likely to be how old by the time they are sold?  
 

• What does the figure below refer to?  
40 million –  

 
• According to Professor Jessica Meeuwig from the University of Technology Sydney, what proportion 

of the fish consumed in Australia is imported?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What is one aspect of the seafood industry that appals fishmonger, Matt Beagley?  

 
2. Why does he say that if you are going to buy frozen basa fillets, you may as well just eat a bit of 

cardboard?  
 
3. According to a new report on Australia's seafood supply chain, fish from which countries are eight 

times more likely to have been caught by slaves than fish from other countries?  
 
4. Why does sustainability expert Darian McBain, who works for Thai Union, one of the world's biggest 

producers of seafood, say exploited workers on fishing vessels “essentially don't have a voice”?  
 
5. What does Darian McBain suggest Australian seafood consumers do?  

a. Boycott imported fish           b. Ask to know how and where it was caught 
 
6. Why does Professor Paul Redmond, from the University of Technology Sydney, say the quality of 

reporting by companies under the Modern Slavery Act is poor?  
 

7. What does Matt Beagley advise consumers?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

stamp out                 interact                 appal                 transparency 
fuel                    sustain                    stocks                   eradicate 
abhorrent                 boycott                 incentive                 facet 

 
 
 
1. A large group of vegans blocked the busy city street to protest against the ………………………   conditions 

which farm animals are forced to endure. 
2. During his 4-year apprenticeship, Roy had been trained in all …………………………………..……………of the 

plumbing business. 
3. Global clothing retailers with factories located in poor, third world countries are often criticized for not 

adopting more …………………………………..……………business practices and doing more to rid the industry of 
child labour. 

4. People all around the world were …………………………………..……………by the terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka 
which claimed more than 300 lives. 

5. Police say the violence which erupted at the football match was …………………………………..……………by 
alcohol and ongoing tensions between supporters of the 2 clubs. 

6. The country’s president said her government would do everything possible to 
…………………………………..…………… corruption. 

7. The …………………………………..……………of life-threatening diseases such as malaria was the charity’s 
main goal. 

8. The flight attendant said his favourite part of the job was …………………………………..……………with 
passengers. 

9. The government …………………………………..……………more than 100 million barrels of oil which was 
enough to meet the country’s needs for a month in case of emergency. 

10. The main incentive to study hard is often to get a good job after graduating. 
11. The vegan group …………………………………..……………all companies which used animal products in their 

production process, including leather shoes.  
12. To …………………………………..……………fish populations at healthy levels, the government introduced strict 

limits on the size of commercial and recreational fishing catches around the country.  
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ANSWERS 
 
• 12 months old 
• Estimated number of 

modern-day slaves 
(according to the 
International Labour 
Organisation)  

• about two-thirds 

1. He's having to compete with poorer quality imported fish 
2. the good nutrition is gone 
3. Thailand, China and Taiwan 
4. You can't easily go and visit or order a vessel when it's at sea 
5. Ask to know how and where it was caught 
6. There’s an absence of penalties and enforcement 
7. Keep asking where your fish is from and who caught them 
 

 
 
aspect or feature of something facet 
communicate with, work or act together interact 
disgusting, detestable, horrible abhorrent 
get rid of eradicate 
horrify, shock, dismay appal 
motivation, encouragement incentive 
openness, honesty transparency 
provide what is needed to exist, continue sustain 
put an end to something stamp out 
refuse to buy or deal with as a punishment or protest boycott 
something that gives support or strength to something fuel 
supply or quantity of something stocks 
 
 

1. A large group of vegans blocked the busy city street to protest against the abhorrent conditions 
which farm animals are forced to endure. 

2. During his 4-year apprenticeship, Roy had been trained in all facets of the plumbing business. 
3. Global clothing retailers with factories located in poor, third world countries are often criticized for not 

adopting more transparent business practices and doing more to rid the industry of child labour. 
4. People all around the world were appalled by the terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka which claimed more 

than 300 lives. 
5. Police say the violence which erupted at the football match was fuelled by alcohol and ongoing 

tensions between supporters of the 2 clubs. 
6. The country’s president said her government would do everything possible to stamp out corruption. 
7. The eradication of life-threatening diseases such as malaria was the charity’s main goal. 
8. The flight attendant said his favourite part of the job was interacting with passengers. 
9. The government stocked more than 100 million barrels of oil which was enough to meet the 

country’s needs for a month in case of emergency. 
10. The main incentive to study hard is often to get a good job after graduating. 
11. The vegan group boycotted all companies which used animal products in their production process, 

including leather shoes.  
12. To sustain fish populations at healthy levels, the government introduced strict limits on the size of 

commercial and recreational fishing catches around the country.  
 


