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Title: Population policy 

First Broadcast: March, 2019 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 5:30 

Video & Script: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/population-policy/10922392 

Summary: The Prime Minister has released Australia’s new population policy. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
a range of different things  
crowded, overcrowded, full  
give rise to, bring about, cause  
logical and consistent, rational 
 

 

obliged, forced  
open-mindedness, lack of prejudice, 
allowance 

 

relating to government finances  
show to be compatible or agreeable  
someone who regularly travels some 
distance to work  

 

something that encourages 
someone act in a particular way or 
do something 

 

suitable, allowed, having the right to 
do or obtain something 

 

the action of delaying or postponing 
something 

 

very different from what is traditional  
 

tolerance (n) 
diversity (n) 
prompt (v) 
incentive (n) 
congested (adj) 
morning commuter (n) 
procrastination (n) 
fiscal impact (adj) 
reconcile the two 
statements (v) 
radically new (adv) 
eligible occupations (adj) 
compelled (adj) 
coherent policy (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Prime Minister has released Australia’s new population policy. 

 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  
Ø What is Australia’s population? How many migrants does Australia take in each year on average? 

Ø What do you call someone whose job is to research a country’s population? 

Ø Why does a government have a population policy? What kinds of thing do you think are included in 
the policy? 

Ø The new policy includes as one of two main features a reduction in the number of migrants. Why the 
change? If a country receives a lot of migrants, what can be some issues? What are the benefits? 

Ø Another of the policy’s two main features are incentives for migrants to move away from cities. Why? 
How will this work? Why might it have a limited impact? 

Ø What do you think? Should a country like Australia take in a lot of migrants? 

  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
 
• Australia’s migration will be cut from …………………………………………… 

 

• It will be held at this level for the next  …………………………………………… 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. By 2029, Australia's population is expected to reach …………………………………………… 

 

2. The number of migrants to Australia exceeds the number of births.  T  /  F 

 

3. The government says the new limit will not have any fiscal or economic impact on 
……………………………………………. 

 

4. Australia has had a formal population policy since 1901.  T  /  F 

 

5. How many migrants does the government want be go to regional areas instead of the cities? 
…………………………………………… 

 

6. Professor Ann Evans thinks this could have a large impact … 

A. in regional areas.               B. cities.                     C. both. 

 

7. Those migrants who accept such visas will be forced by law to remain in a regional area.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 
 

tolerance                    diversity                   prompt                   incentive 
congested             commuter              procrastination                 fiscal                   reconcile 

radically                   eligible                   compelled                   coherent 

 
 
1. Because her grandmother was a German citizen, Tina was ……………………………………………for an EU 

passport even though she was born in Australia.   
2. Green companies in Australia often complain that the government has no 

……………………………………………strategy for reducing greenhouse gas emissions which in turn limits 
investment in the renewable energy industry. 

3. In Australia, police can normally ask for your name and address. But they cannot 
……………………………………………you to answer any questions you don’t want to. 

4. In North Korea, criticism of the government is not ……………………………………………and anyone found 
guilty of dissent can be jailed for many years or even be sentenced to death. 

5. It’s difficult to ……………………………………………the country’s booming house prices with the very slow 
wages growth and declining population. 

6. Many people want to live closer to the city centre because it means a shorter 
……………………………………………to work. 

7. Some cities, like London and Singapore, have a ……………………………………………tax. This forces 
motorists to pay an extra charge if they drive into the city centre. 

8. The best ……………………………………………for getting more people to use public transport is to improve 
services and decrease ticket prices. 

9. The health minister’s ……………………………………………proposal to put a tax on junk food was criticized by 
representatives of the food industry. 

10. The latest mass shooting in the US ……………………………………………calls for tougher restrictions on gun 
ownership. 

11. The opposition leader said it would be more ……………………………………………responsible for the 
government to pay of the country’s debt rather than hand out billions of dollars in tax cuts. 

12. The southern region of the country was well-known amongst scientists for its 
……………………………………………plant life. 

13. Whenever he had an assignment due, the student always ……………………………………………up until the 
last moment before getting started. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• 190,000 to 160,000 

• four years 

 
1. 30 million 

2. T 

 

3. this year's budget 

4. F 

5. 23,000 

6. regional areas 

7. F 

 
  
a range of different things diversity 
crowded, overcrowded, full congested 
give rise to, bring about, cause prompt 
logical and consistent, rational coherent 
obliged, forced compelled 
open-mindedness, lack of prejudice, allowance tolerance 
relating to government finances fiscal 
show to be compatible or agreeable reconcile 
someone who regularly travels some distance to work  commuter 
something that encourages someone act in a particular way or do something incentive 
suitable, allowed, having the right to do or obtain something eligible 
the action of delaying or postponing something procrastination 
very different from what is traditional radically 
 
1. Because her grandmother was a German citizen, Tina was eligible for an EU passport even though 

she was born in Australia.   
2. Green companies in Australia often complain that the government has no coherent strategy for 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions which in turn limits investment in the renewable energy industry. 
3. In Australia, police can normally ask for your name and address. But they cannot compel you to 

answer any questions you don’t want to. 
4. In North Korea, criticism of the government is not tolerated and anyone found guilty of dissent can 

be jailed for many years or even be sentenced to death. 
5. It’s difficult to reconcile the country’s booming house prices with the very slow wages growth and 

declining population. 
6. Many people want to live closer to the city centre because it means a shorter commute to work. 
7. Some cities, like London and Singapore, have a congestion tax. This forces motorists to pay an 

extra charge if they drive into the city centre. 
8. The best incentive for getting more people to use public transport is to improve services and 

decrease ticket prices. 
9. The health minister’s radical proposal to put a tax on junk food was criticized by representatives of 

the food industry. 
10. The latest mass shooting in the US prompted calls for tougher restrictions on gun ownership. 
11. The opposition leader said it would be more fiscally responsible for the government to pay of the 

country’s debt rather than hand out billions of dollars in tax cuts. 
12. The southern region of the country was well-known amongst scientists for its diverse plant life. 
13. Whenever he had an assignment due, the student always procrastinated up until the last moment 

before getting started. 
 


