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Title: Asian elephants under threat from poachers who want their skin 

First Broadcast: October, 2018 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 7.24 

Video & Script: 
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/asian-elephants-under-threat-from-poachers-

who/10366622 

Interviewees: 
• Aung Myo Chit, Myanmar's most dedicated elephant conservationist 

• Christy Williams, from the WWF 

Summary: The Asian elephant is facing a threat that could wipe them out completely. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
agonizing, extremely painful  
an event which typifies or 
determines related occurrences 
afterwards 

 

best achievable, final, in the end  
bunch, group of similar things that 
are close together or occur together 

 

development, way of behaving that 
is becoming more common 

 

devoted, enthusiastic, committed  
different from the usual, something 
that can be chosen instead of 
something else 

 

identify, become aware of  
increase rapidly  
kill in large numbers, destroy or 
devastate completely 

 

relative amount of a particular 
substance within a particular volume 
of space 

 

risk, dangers  
slaughter  
wander, go to different places  

 

wipe out completely (v) 
dedicated conservationist 
(adj) 
elephant massacre (n) 
defining moment 
the trade skyrocketed (v) 
excruciating death (adj) 
concentration of blood (n) 
new trend (n) 
cluster of villages (n) 
alternative path (adj) 
roam (v) 
quickly detect (v) 
ultimate aim (adj) 
stakes are high (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Asian elephant is facing a threat that could wipe them out completely. 

 

 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  
Ø Where is Myanmar? 

Ø There are almost 6,000 elephants in captivity in Myanmar. What are they used for? 

Ø Dried elephant hides are ground into powder and then used to make what kind of products? Where 

are the products mostly being sold? 

Ø Poachers killing elephants for their skin is considered a much greater threat to numbers than the 

ivory trade. Why? 

Ø Christy Williams says: “I want to be able to look at my children and say that I did everything I could to 

keep (the elephants) alive and I keep telling my team as long as our heart is beating we have to 

believe we can win.” Do you think they will win? What needs to happen for them to be able to win? 

Should every effort be made to stop this trade in elephant skin products? 

  
LISTENING 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 

• Momo, Myanmar's most famous elephant, will soon be how old?  
• In Myanmar, approximately how many elephants are left in the wild?  
• Dried elephant hide is ground into powder and sold as a ___________________ product or for -

_____________________. 
• What is another product made from the layer of hardened fat beneath the elephant's skin?  
• According to Christy Williams, about one elephant was being killed a week before they started 

their efforts to protect them. How many are being killed now?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Having been at a zoo for so long, what has Momo learnt to do but chooses not to? 

 

2. There are almost 6,000 elephants in captivity in Myanmar. Many of them are used in which industry?  

 

3. The vast majority of consumers of elephant skin products are from which country?  

 

4. What does Aung Myo Chit say is ironic about so-called medicinal products being made from 

powdered elephant skin? It actually contains … 

 

5. What gives the beads their red colour?  

 

6. It is thought that the majority of poachers and traders are locals.  T  /  F   

 

7. Where do orphaned elephants end up?  

 

8. What helps rangers know where they need to patrol and to quickly detect if an elephant has been 

killed?  

 

9. What does she say is the “ultimate aim” when it comes to the number of elephants being poached?  

 

10. What does she think will happen to Myanmar's elephants if nothing is done to stop the skin trade?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

wipe out                  dedicated                  massacre                  defining                   skyrocket 
excruciating                   concentration                   trend                  cluster 

alternative                   roam                  detect                  ultimate                   stakes 

 
 
 
1. After the business was featured on a very popular TV show, orders for its skincare products 

…………………………………………. and they had to immediately employ 20 new staff. 
2. Due to early …………………………………………., the doctor told the man there was a very high chance of 

being able to treat the cancer successfully. 
3. Government troops were accused of …………………………………………. hundreds of villagers, including 

women and children, during an offensive in rebel held areas. 
4. Many childhood experts are concerned about the …………………………………………. of children spending 

more time online and less time socializing face to face with their friends. 
5. Scientists warned that hundreds of species of animals will be …………………………………………. if global 

temperatures continue to rise. 
6. The Bengal tiger, which is mostly found in parts of India, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh, 

…………………………………………. a wide range of habitats, including high altitudes, tropical and subtropical 
rainforests and grasslands. 

7. The driver involved in the crash was found to have a blood alcohol …………………………………………. of 
0.12, which was more than double the legal limit. 

8. The football club has a number of …………………………………………. fans who attend every single one of 
their matches, even if it means travelling to the other side of the country. 

9. The scientist told the audience that the …………………………………………. have never been higher and the 
world faced catastrophic consequences if more action wasn’t taken to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

10. The tour group spotted a lion lying in the shade of a …………………………………………. of trees. 
11. The …………………………………………. objective of most businesses is to maximize profits. 
12. The woman woke up with …………………………………………. pain in her abdomen. She immediately called 

an ambulance to take her to hospital. 
13. The young footballer, who had just been named in the Argentinian Wold Cup team, said meeting 

Lionel Messi when he was a teenager was a …………………………………………. in his life. Ever since, he 
had trained as hard as he could with the dream to one day be the best football player in the world. 

14. To meet the soaring global demand for seafood, fish farming has been on the rise over the past few 
decades and offers an …………………………………………. to overfishing wild populations. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• 65 
• 2,000 
• skin, stomach aches 
• beads 
• two elephants a month 
 

1. escape 
2. timber 
3. China 
4. the poison that killed the animal 
5. F - Chinese do get involved in 
6. at a sanctuary 
7. GPS collars fitted to the elephants 
8. to get it down to almost zero 
 

  
agonizing, extremely painful excruciating  
an event which typifies or determines related occurrences afterwards defining  
best achievable, final, in the end ultimate  
bunch, group of similar things that are close together or occur together cluster  
development, way of behaving that is becoming more common trend 
devoted, enthusiastic, committed dedicated  
different from the usual, something that can be chosen instead of something else alternative  
identify, become aware of detect 
increase rapidly skyrocket 
kill in large numbers, destroy or devastate completely wipe out  
relative amount of a particular substance within a particular volume of space concentration  
risk, dangers stakes  
slaughter massacre 
wander, go to different places roam 
 
1. After the business was featured on a very popular TV show, orders for its skincare products 

skyrocketed and they had to immediately employ 20 new staff. 
2. Due to early detection, the doctor told the man there was a very high chance of being able to treat 

the cancer successfully. 
3. Government troops were accused of massacring hundreds of villagers, including women and 

children, during an offensive in rebel held areas. 
4. Many childhood experts are concerned about the trend of children spending more time online and 

less time socializing face to face with their friends. 
5. Scientists warned that hundreds of species of animals will be wiped out if global temperatures 

continue to rise. 
6. The Bengal tiger, which is mostly found in parts of India, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh, roams a 

wide range of habitats, including high altitudes, tropical and subtropical rainforests and grasslands. 
7. The driver involved in the crash was found to have a blood alcohol concentration of 0.12, which was 

more than double the legal limit. 
8. The football club has a number of dedicated fans who attend every single one of their matches, 

even if it means travelling to the other side of the country. 
9. The scientist told the audience that the stakes have never been higher and the world faced 

catastrophic consequences if more action wasn’t taken to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
10. The tour group spotted a lion lying in the shade of a cluster of trees. 
11. The ultimate objective of most businesses is to maximize profits. 
12. The woman woke up with excruciating pain in her abdomen. She immediately called an ambulance 

to take her to hospital. 
13. The young footballer, who had just been named in the Argentinian Wold Cup team, said meeting 

Lionel Messi when he was a teenager was a defining moment in his life. Ever since, he had trained 
as hard as he could with the dream to one day be the best football player in the world. 

14. To meet the soaring global demand for seafood, fish farming has been on the rise over the past few 
decades and offers an alternative to overfishing wild populations. 

 


