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Title: Imprisoned for 27 years for a crime he didn't commit 

First Broadcast: September, 2018 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 8:59 

Video & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/imprisoned-for-27-years-for-a-murder-he-didnt/10309100 

Summary: 
Valentino Dixon had been serving a life sentence in a US prison but was released after 
27 years when he was able to prove his innocence. His next challenge is work out how 
he can see his wife again. 

 
 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
calmness, peacefulness  
captive, prisoner  
charming, fascinating, full of 
personality 

 

continuing with something in spite of 
difficulty or opposition 

 

extremely surprising or impressive, 
amazing 

 

follow, chase, prosecute  
frightful, horrifying, extremely 
unpleasant 

 

having existed or continued for a 
long time 

 

type of behaviour regularly and 
invariably followed  

 

unattractive, miserable, bleak, 
depressing 

 

use up, run through, go through  
wealthy, having special rights or 
advantages 

 

 

privileged (adj) 

hostage (n) 

astonishing (adj) 

pursued by authorities (v) 

exhaust appeals (v) 

serenity (n) 

grim place (adj) 

gruesome place (adj) 

charismatic person (adj) 

long-standing wrongs (adj) 

daily ritual (n) 

persistence (n) 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
Valentino Dixon had been serving a life sentence in a US prison but was released after 27 years when 
he was able to prove his innocence. His next challenge is work out how he can see his wife again. 
 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
 
  
Ø What do you think it would be like to be sentenced to life in prison for a crime you didn’t commit? 

Ø How can such a thing happen? 

Ø Valentino Dixon always maintained he was innocent. Do you think people would have believed him 

after he had been convicted? 

Ø How do you think he was able to prove his innocence?  

Ø Do you think the potential for a wrongful conviction in a justice system is a good reason for not 

having the death penalty as a possible punishment for any crimes? 

  
 
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• Valentino Dixon had been convicted of what crime? 

 
• The prison he served his sentence in is not regarded as a tough prison.  T  /  F 
 
• What does he draw pictures of?  
 
• For about half of the time he spent on the inside, his daily ritual was to make a phone call to whom?  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. Valentino had played golf as a child.  T  /  F 

 
2. He grew up in a violent part of town.  T  /  F 
 
3. Someone else had confessed to the crime he was convicted of.  T  /  F 
 
4. What does he say he enjoys about drawing golf courses?  
 
5. What is one word Max Adler of the Golf Digest uses to describe Valentino Dixon?  
 
6. What did Max Adler do to draw media attention to Dixon's case and which ultimately led to a 

successful appeal?  
 
7. He was freed on what condition?  
 
8. His wife Louise is Australian.  T  /  F 
 
9. She had believed he was guilty of murder.  T  /  F 
 
10. Why haven’t they seen each other for 12 years?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

privileged                 hostage                 astonishing                 pursue 
exhaust                 serenity                 grim                 gruesome 

charismatic                   long-standing                   ritual                   persistence 

 
 
 
1. After police surrounded the bank, the robber took 2 employees ………………………….………………….. and 

threatened to shoot them if he wasn’t allowed to flee. 
2. Even though his first 2 books had been rejected by more than a dozen publishers, the man 

………………………….………………….. with his writing and finally his third book was published and became an 
international best seller. 

3. Police made a rather ………………………….………………….. discovery when they went to the house of a 
missing person. Inside the fridge were various body parts.  

4. Steve Jobs was regarded as a ………………………….………………….. leader who was very good at charming 
people and getting what he wanted. 

5. The coach had a pre-match ………………………….………………….. of shaking every player’s hand before they 
took the field. 

6. The council decided not to ………………………….………………….. an appeal after a court ruled it could not 
stop a KFC being opened on the site of the new hospital. 

7. The sports star said that as a very highly-paid sportsman, he had been blessed with a 
………………………….………………….. life and his new charity was a way of giving something back to society. 

8. The woman had done everything over the last 20 years to locate her missing son. She thought all 
possibilities had been ………………………….………………….. when one day police called her to say they knew 
where he was.  

9. The women had a ………………………….………………….. business relationship which actually began when 
they were at university together and they started a software company. 

10. When he first visited 30 years ago in winter, the Berlin Paul saw was a ………………………….………………….. 
city, divided into east and west by a wall topped with barbed wire. He couldn’t believe how vibrant the 
place was now. 

11. When the result of the last US Presidential election was announced, many people around the world 
were ………………………….………………….. to hear Donald Trump had succeeded in winning. 

12. With one minute to go and his side leading the championship match three goals to nil, the coach had 
a ………………………….………………….. expression on his face. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• murder 
• F 
• golf courses 
• his wife 
 
1. F 
2. T 
3. T 

 
4. It is a very peaceful thing 
5. very charismatic, very articulate, very positive 
6. wrote an article 
7. pleading guilty plea to a lesser charge of firearms possession 
8. T 
9. F 
10. She can't visit the US because she overstayed her visa and he might not be 

able to visit Australia because of his guilty plea to 
  
 
calmness, peacefulness serenity 
captive, prisoner hostage 
charming, fascinating, full of personality charismatic 
continuing with something in spite of difficulty or opposition persistence 
extremely surprising or impressive, amazing astonishing 
follow, chase, prosecute pursue 
frightful, horrifying, extremely unpleasant gruesome 
having existed or continued for a long time long-standing 
type of behaviour regularly and invariably followed  ritual 
unattractive, miserable, bleak, depressing grim 
use up, run through, go through exhaust 
wealthy, having special rights or advantages privileged 
 
 
1. After police surrounded the bank, the robber took 2 employees hostage and threatened to shoot 

them if he wasn’t allowed to flee. 
2. Even though his first 2 books had been rejected by more than a dozen publishers, the man 

persisted with his writing and finally his third book was published and became an international best 
seller. 

3. Police made a rather gruesome discovery when they went to the house of a missing person. Inside 
the fridge were various body parts.  

4. Steve Jobs was regarded as a charismatic leader who was very good at charming people and 
getting what he wanted. 

5. The coach had a pre-match ritual of shaking every player’s hand before they took the field. 
6. The council decided not to pursue an appeal after a court ruled it could not stop a KFC being 

opened on the site of the new hospital. 
7. The sports star said that as a very highly-paid sportsman, he had been blessed with a privileged life 

and his new charity was a way of giving something back to society. 
8. The woman had done everything over the last 20 years to locate her missing son. She thought all 

possibilities had been exhausted when one day police called her to say they knew where he was.  
9. The women had a long-standing business relationship which actually began when they were at 

university together and they started a software company. 
10. When he first visited 30 years ago in winter, the Berlin Paul saw was a grim city, divided into east 

and west by a wall topped with barbed wire. He couldn’t believe how vibrant the place was now. 
11. When the result of the last US Presidential election was announced, many people around the world 

were astonished to hear Donald Trump had succeeded in winning. 
12. With one minute to go and his side leading the championship match three goals to nil, the coach had 

a serene expression on his face. 
 


