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Title: Can the Great Barrier Reef be repaired or is it already too late? 

First Broadcast: August, 2018 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 13:02 

Video & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/can-we-repair-the-great-barrier-reef-or-is-it/10144988 

Summary: 
The spectacular Great Barrier Reef is under serious threat from coral bleaching and 
other pressures.  

Interviewees: 

• Charlie Veron, a reef scientist and widely known as the godfather of coral 
• Professor Terry Hughes, is a marine biologist at James Cook University 
• Professor Gulberg from the University of Queensland, is a leading biologist 

specialising in the reef and climate change 
• Steve Edmondson, a Great Barrier Reef tour operator 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
bright and striking  
difficult situation or problem, 
situation in which a difficult choice 
has to be made 

 

easily damaged  
flourishing, prosperous and growing  
go together with, add to or make 
complete 

 

huge, very great in size  
let out, force out  
match, be equal or comparable to  
period of time between events  
producing many works  
strong, tough, able to withstand or 
recover quickly from difficulties 

 

terrible, alarming  
unspoilt  
varied, made up of things that are 
different from each other 

 

 

rival (v) 
dire predictions (adj) 
complement (v) 
expel (v) 
interval (n) 
prolific researcher (adj) 
vast fields (adj) 
thriving reef (adj) 
resilient (adj) 
incredibly fragile (adj) 
diverse ecosystem (adj) 
pristine (adj) 
dilemma (n) 
vibrant (adj)  
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SUMMARY 
 
The spectacular Great Barrier Reef is under serious threat from coral bleaching and other pressures.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø What do you know about the Great Barrier Reef? What do you know about coral? 
Ø The reporter says that reef systems are “both delicate and resilient at the same time”. What does he 

mean? 
Ø What is coral bleaching? What causes it? How does it affect reef systems like the Great Barrier 

Reef? Large sections of the Great Barrier Reef have been decimated by coral bleaching. Why is this 
such a big issue? What are the impacts? 

Ø Steve Edmondson, a Great Barrier Reef tour operator, says: “The reef is no way dead. But it's 
challenged and that's why we need to be a lot smarter...” What can be done to address the issues 
affecting the Great Barrier Reef?  

Ø The reporter also says that the dilemma is “the extent to which (tourism operators) shout about (the 
problems affecting the reef) to push for the kinds of policy changes that will help protect the reef, 
without frightening away the tourists.” What does he mean? 

Ø The Australian government's own advisory panels say that if the corals are to survive, it must move 
fast to reduce all the pressures. Should the government be doing more to help save the Great Barrier 
Reef? 

  
 
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
 
1. What proportion of all the world's coral species has Charlie Veron identified?  

 

2. Together with algae, what do corals do?  

 

3. Thirty years ago, what did Charlie Veron predict would happen by 2015?  

 

4. What happens to corals when the water gets too warm?  

 

5. What happened to the Great Barrier Reef in 2016 and 2017 and was the first time such a thing was 
ever recorded?  

 

6. How long do you think it takes for the fastest-growing corals to regrow their population if they are 
badly affected by a bleaching event or a cyclone?  

 

7. How many of the world’s species of fish live in and around coral reefs?  

 

8. The Great Barrier Reef generates how much tourist revenue a year?  

 

9. How many jobs across Australia does it support?  

 

10. For the first time, what did the association of marine park tourism operators publicly call on the 
Federal Government to do?  
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

rival               dire               complement               expel               interval 
prolific               vast               thriving               resilient 

fragile               diverse               pristine               dilemma               vibrant 

 
 
1. After years of slow growth, the country’s economy was now ………………….………….. with record low 

unemployment and GDP growth above 4%.   
2. All the couple’s friends thought they would have a happy life together because they seemed to 

………………….………….. each other so well. 
3. As part of his work routine, the man took short breaks at regular ………………….………….. to do a few 

stretches. 
4. Because of the ………………….………….. distances, most people in Australia choose to fly between the 

main cities rather than drive or catch a train. 
5. Despite ………………….………….. warnings from leading scientists about the consequences of global 

warming, many governments are still refusing to introduce effective measures for reducing CO2 
emissions.  

6. Diarrhoea is an important defence mechanism that enables your body to ………………….………….. foreign 
bacteria and parasites quickly. 

7. It is important for children to learn ………………….………….. from a young age so they are better able to 
cope with life’s difficulties in adulthood. 

8. Queensland is well known for its ………………….………….. beaches with clear blue waters and powdery 
white sands. 

9. The artist was immensely ………………….………….., producing more than 2,000 paintings throughout her 
life. 

10. The artist was well-known for her use of ………………….………….. colours which jumped out you when 
viewing her paintings. 

11. The baby girl was born 2 months premature and looked so tiny and ………………….…………... 
12. The company’s owner faced a ………………….…………... He couldn’t bear to sack any workers, all of 

whom were like family. But if costs weren’t cut, the company would be forced to close down. 
13. The ………………….………….. of plant and animal species in the Amazon rainforest is incredible. There are 

approximately 10 million species of animals, plants and insects known to man and more than half of 
them call the rainforest home. 

14. There are few cities which can ………………….………….. Paris for it’s wonderful museums and beautiful 
architecture. 
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ANSWERS 
 
1. more than a fifth 

2. build their own place to live 

3. That the carbon dioxide levels would 
be so high, it would cause bleaching 
practically every year. 

4. They commit a kind of suicide 
(expelling the algae, a major source 
of food). 

5. the first back-to-back bleaching 
event 

6. about 10 years 

7. about a quarter 

8. 5–6 billion dollars 

9. about 64,000 

10. To take stronger action on climate and help protect the 
industry 

 

  
 
bright and striking vibrant 
difficult situation or problem, situation in which a difficult choice has to be made dilemma 
easily damaged fragile 
flourishing, prosperous and growing thriving 
go together with, add to or make complete complement 
huge, very great in size vast 
let out, force out expel 
match, be equal or comparable to rival 
period of time between events interval 
producing many works prolific 
strong, tough, able to withstand or recover quickly from difficulties resilient 
terrible, alarming dire 
unspoilt pristine 
varied, made up of things that are different from each other diverse 
 
 
1. After years of slow growth, the country’s economy was now thriving with record low unemployment 

and GDP growth above 4%.   
2. All the couple’s friends thought they would have a happy life together because they seemed to 

complement each other so well. 
3. As part of his work routine, the man took short breaks at regular intervals to do a few stretches. 
4. Because of the vast distances, most people in Australia choose to fly between the main cities rather 

than drive or catch a train. 
5. Despite dire warnings from leading scientists about the consequences of global warming, many 

governments are still refusing to introduce effective measures for reducing CO2 emissions.  
6. Diarrhoea is an important defence mechanism that enables your body to expel foreign bacteria and 

parasites quickly. 
7. It is important for children to learn resilience from a young age so they are better able to cope with 

life’s difficulties in adulthood. 
8. Queensland is well known for its pristine beaches with clear blue waters and powdery white sands. 
9. The artist was immensely prolific, producing more than 2,000 paintings throughout her life. 
10. The artist was well-known for her use of vibrant colours which jumped out you when viewing her 

paintings. 
11. The baby girl was born 2 months premature and looked so tiny and fragile. 
12. The company’s owner faced a dilemma. He couldn’t bear to sack any workers, all of whom were like 

family. But if costs weren’t cut, the company would be forced to close down. 
13. The diversity of plant and animal species in the Amazon rainforest is incredible. There are 

approximately 10 million species of animals, plants and insects known to man and more than half of 
them call the rainforest home. 

14. There are few cities which can rival Paris for it’s wonderful museums and beautiful architecture. 


