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Title: Is Australia ready for driverless cars? 

Source: ABC’s 7.30 Report 

Minutes: 8:50  

Video & Script: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/is-australia-ready-for-driverless-cars/9720844 

Summary: 

Some experts say that within a decade, fully driverless cars will be on Australia's roads. 
But there are questions about how safe the technology is. Interviewed in this report is 
Shawn Price whose close friend, Walter Huang, was killed when his semi-autonomous 
Tesla model X crashed into a barrier on a freeway in California. 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
 
almost entirely, effectively  
change something completely or to a 
very large degree, transform 

 

deliver, use, exert  
disastrous, terrible  
fan, someone very interested in a 
particular activity or subject 

 

feel intense sorrow or sadness  
halt, stop  
having or showing a lot of care  
impediment, hindrance  
increase or addition, especially on a 
fixed scale 

 

level at which something starts or 
becomes different 

 

official rule or law  
put an end to, remove  
state of being exposed to the 
possibility of being attacked or 
harmed 

 

understand, comprehend  
 

revolutionise (v) 
eliminate (v) 
grieve (v) 
catastrophically (adv) 
avoid obstacles (n) 
speed regulation (n) 
virtually (adv) 
apply pressure (v) 
motoring enthusiast (n) 
reach the threshold (n) 
hard to fathom (v) 
vulnerability (n) 
standstill (n) 
diligent (adj) 
incremental (adj) 
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SUMMARY 
 
Some experts say that within a decade, fully driverless cars will be on Australia's roads. But there are 
questions about how safe the technology is. Interviewed in this report is Shawn Price. His close friend, 
Walter Huang, was killed when his semi-autonomous Tesla model X crashed into a barrier on a freeway 
in California. 
 
 
FOCUS QUESTIONS 
  
Ø Tesla has a semi-autonomous function called 'Autopilot' - how does this work? 
Ø How will driverless cars change the way we travel, work and live? 
Ø How can semi-autonomous cars crash? What can help prevent crashes? 
Ø Do you think some people driving semi-autonomous cars put too much trust in the computers? 
Ø Shawn Price says his concern about semi-autonomous car technology is not “where we are going, 

but are we getting there too fast”. What does he mean? Do you agree?  
Ø What do you think? Would you feel comfortable in a driverless car? 
 
  
 
LISTENING 
 
 
First watch the report and answer the questions 
 
• According to some experts, autonomous vehicles will eliminate what proportion of traffic accidents 

caused by people's mistakes?  
 

• Tesla's semi-autonomous function, called 'Autopilot', cannot currently be used in Australia.  T  /  F 
 
• Which other car company also has a semi-autonomous system in a new model?  
 
What does the following figure in the report refer to? 
 
• About 1,200 people in Australia -  
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
After watching the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. Tesla says that even with semi-autonomous function engaged, drivers must keep control of their 

vehicles.  T  /  F 
 

2. What does Tesla say about Walter Huang’s accident?  
Its data reveals that before colliding head-on with a freeway barrier he hadn't 
……………………..……..……………………..……..……………………..…….. 
 

3. David Pickett, technical manager at Volvo Australia, says that the car is quite capable of moving 
along the road without the driver touching the steering wheel. What though does he say would be an 
issue?  
 

4. What happened with an Uber driverless technology test using a Volvo?  
 

5. Troy Hunt, a leading cyber security expert and a motoring enthusiast, is not sure that an autonomous 
driving future will be safer most of the time.  T  /  F 

 
6. What does Troy Hunt worry about?  

The vulnerability of increasingly networked cars to ……………………..……..  
 

7. Why does Australia present unique challenges to autonomous vehicles?  
There are 300,000 kilometres of ……………………..……..  and each year 70,000 collisions with 
……………………..…….. 
 

8. No one in Australia has ever died in a semi-autonomous car crash.  T  /  F 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

revolutionise                    eliminate                   grieve                   catastrophically 
obstacle                   regulation                   virtually                   apply 

enthusiast                   threshold                   fathom                   vulnerability 
standstill                   diligent                   incremental 

 
 
 
1. Apple ……………………………………… lined up overnight to be among the first people in the world to buy the 

new iPhone model. 
2. If fertility rates fall below the ……………………………………… of 2.1, a country’s population may shrink over 

time. 
3. In the case of snake bite, a tight bandage should be ……………………………………… to the affected area.   
4. Jane was a very ……………………………………… worker and always completed her tasks effectively and on 

time. 
5. Peter’s friends couldn't ……………………………………… why he would quit such a well-paid job as an 

engineer to become a child care worker. 
6. Rather than replacing the whole IT system with a new one, the company decided to make a number 

of ……………………………………… changes over the course of the year. 
7. Small island nations are the most ……………………………………… to the impacts of rising sea levels. 
8. Smartphone apps have ……………………………………… the way people get information and entertain 

themselves. 
9. The man had made the same trip to work every day for the past 20 years and could 

……………………………………… do it with his eyes closed. 
10. The race required competitors to climb over a number of ……………………………………… before sprinting to 

the finish line. 
11. The small community was in a state of shock after a ……………………………………… bushfire destroyed 

many houses and took the lives of 23 people, including 10 children. 
12. The woman had to ……………………………………… all egg products from her diet after it was discovered 

she was allergic to them. 
13. Traffic came to a ……………………………………… after an accident blocked both lanes of the road. 
14. Under the proposed tightening of anti-smoking ………………………………………, smoking would be banned 

in all public areas. 
15. When told of her son’s death, the woman was overcome with ……………………………………… and collapsed 

to the ground. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• more than 90 per 
• F  
• T 
• Volvo 
• About 1,200 people in Australia - 

How many people die on Australian 
roads each year? 

1. touched his steering wheel for 6 seconds 
2. roadworks 
3. a pedestrian crossing at night with a bike was struck and 

killed 
4. F  
5. hacking 
6. dirt road, kangaroos 
7. no 

  
change something completely or to a very large degree, transform revolutionise 
put an end to, remove eliminate 
feel intense sorrow or sadness grieve 
disastrous, terrible catastrophically 
impediment, hindrance obstacle 
official rule or law regulation 
almost entirely, effectively virtually 
deliver, use, exert apply  
fan, someone very interested in a particular activity or subject enthusiast 
level at which something starts or becomes different threshold 
understand, comprehend fathom 
state of being exposed to the possibility of being attacked or harmed vulnerability 
halt, stop standstill 
having or showing a lot of care diligent 
increase or addition, especially on a fixed scale incremental 
 
1. Apple enthusiasts lined up overnight to be among the first people in the world to buy the new 

iPhone model. 
2. If fertility rates fall below the threshold of 2.1, a country’s population may shrink over time. 
3. In the case of snake bite, a tight bandage should be applied to the affected area.   
4. Jane was a very diligent worker and always completed her tasks effectively and on time. 
5. Peter’s friends couldn't fathom why he would quit such a well-paid job as an engineer to become a 

child care worker. 
6. Rather than replacing the whole IT system with a new one, the company decided to make a number 

of incremental changes over the course of the year. 
7. Small island nations are the most vulnerable to the impacts of rising sea levels. 
8. Smartphone apps have revolutionised the way people get information and entertain themselves. 
9. The man had made the same trip to work every day for the past 20 years and could virtually do it 

with his eyes closed. 
10. The race required competitors to climb over a number of obstacles before sprinting to the finish line. 
11. The small community was in a state of shock after a catastrophic bushfire destroyed many houses 

and took the lives of 23 people, including 10 children. 
12. The woman had to eliminate all egg products from her diet after it was discovered she was allergic 

to them. 
13. Traffic came to a standstill after an accident blocked both lanes of the road. 
14. Under the proposed tightening of anti-smoking regulations, smoking would be banned in all public 

areas. 
15. When told of her son’s death, the woman was overcome with grief and collapsed to the ground. 
 


