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Title: Migrants drive regional growth 

First Broadcast: July, 2017 

Source: ABC’s The World Today 

Minutes: 3:57 

Script: None Available 

Audio: 
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/news/audio/twt/201707/twt-2017-07-14-10-bush-
migrants.mp3 

Summary: 
The latest Australian Census data shows migrants are driving population growth in 
many small rural towns. 

Interviewee (s) 
• Jenny Stirling, Narocoorte Migrant Resource Centre  
• Hafeezullf Haidari, Narocoorte Restaurant Owner and Hazara community member 
• Kim Houghton, Regional Australia Institute 

 
 
KEY WORDS 

Below is a list of words which appear in the report - can you match the words with their correct 
definition? Use a dictionary to help you if you aren’t sure. 
 
active, done with determination and 
concentration 

 

arrival in large numbers   
huge, immense  
introduce, start  
maintain something at the same 
level 

 

new members admitted to a group  
recognize the existence or truth of 
something 

 

relating to a common but 
oversimplified and fixed idea of a 
something  

 

someone who derives advantage 
from something 

 

taking action by causing 
change rather than reacting 
to change after it happens 

 

thrive, prosper, succeed  
 

stereotypical view (adj) 
influx (n) 
stabilise (v) 
concerted effort (adj) 
vast expanse (adj) 
launch a campaign (v) 
beneficiary (n) 
proactive (adj) 
new blood 
acknowledge (v) 
flourish (v) 
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FOCUS QUESTIONS  
 
The latest Australian Census data shows migrants are driving population growth in many small rural 
towns. 
 
Ø From which countries do a large proportion of Australia’s migrants come from? 
 
Ø Why are regional towns keen to attract migrant settlers? 
 
Ø Jenny Stirling, from the Narocoorte Migrant Resource Centre, says the contribution from the migrants 

settling in her town has been “cultural and economic”. What benefits do migrants bring to these 
places? 

 
Ø How can regional towns attract more migrants? 
 
Ø What challenges do migrants often face when they arrive in a new place? 
 
Ø What things might the migrants appreciate about settling in a small regional town? 
 
 
 
PRE-LISTENING 
 
Try to complete the following exercise before you listen to the report 
 
• What does the figure below refer to? 

 
151 regional local government areas across Australia –  
 

• Most regional local government areas in Australia have experienced a growing population.  T  /  F  
 
• From which countries do most migrants settling in Australia come from?  

a. The UK and New Zealand              b. China and India            c. Italy and Greece 
  
 
  
 
Listen to the report and check your answers 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
 
After listening to the report, try to answer the following questions 
 
1. In the town of Naracoorte, 300 km from Adelaide, how many families from the Hazara community 

have settled there? ………………………………………….. 
 

2. In Naracoorte, the Hazara migrants are heavily involved in which local industry? 
………………………………………….. 

 
3. Kim Houghton, from the Regional Australia Institute, says many of the increases in the number of 

migrants settling in regional towns are a result of deliberate campaigns conducted by … 
A. the towns themselves.             B. the federal government. 

 
4. What is an example of a regional business which is desperate for workers and driving the push to 

attract migrants? ………………………………………….. 
 

5. Jenny Stirling, from the Narocoorte Migrant Resource Centre, says the high school kids from a 
Hazara background constantly tell her what? …………………………………………..…………………………… 
 

6. What does she say the Hazara migrants really celebrate? Australia’s ………………………………………….. 
 
7. She says it’s a real joy to “see how people ………………………………………….. ” 
 
 
 
 
Did you find any information from the report surprising? 
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CLOZE 
 
Use the words to complete the sentences  
 
The form of the word may need to be changed 
 

stereotypical                   influx                   stabilise                     concerted 
vast                        launch                   beneficiary                   proactive 

new blood                        acknowledge                     flourish 
 
 
 
1. After a slow start, sales grew quickly and the business …………………………………………...  
2. Cultural …………………………………………..is when someone has an opinion on another person based on who 

they are, where they're from, or the language they speak without really knowing the individual.  
3. Despite …………………………………………..attempts to attract workers, there was a serious shortage of fruit 

pickers in the region. 
4. Governments need to be more …………………………………………..when it comes to reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions. 
5. Russia is expecting a big …………………………………………..of tourists for next year’s World Cup. 
6. The football club decided to retire most of the older players in the squad in order to bring in some 

………………………………………….. 
7. The government …………………………………………..that lower income earners would be worse off as a result if 

its proposed tax changes. 
8. The government …………………………………………..its new education policy to improve the quality of schools 

by announcing a big pay increase for teachers. 
9. There had been regular dips and spikes over the last few months but the price of oil was expected to 

remain …………………………………………..for the foreseeable future. 
10. With more than a 1000 jobs to be created, the CEO told the media that despite some minor 

environmental impacts, the surrounding towns would be the major …………………………………………..should 
the mining project go ahead.  

11. With such a …………………………………………..range of mobile phones and plans available for sale across all 
price levels, deciding on the best one for your needs can be quite tricky. 
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ANSWERS 
 
• 151 regional local government areas 

across Australia - Have increased or 
stabilised their population as a result of 
migrants 

• F – 246 haven’t 
• The UK and New Zealand 

 

1. Over 30 
2. Wine 
3. the towns themselves 
4. abattoirs, poultry plants 
5. They feel safe 
6. Freedoms 
7. flourish 

  
active, done with determination and concentration concerted 
arrival in large numbers  influx 
huge, immense vast 
introduce, start launch 
maintain something at the same level stabilise 
new members admitted to a group new blood 
recognize the existence or truth of something acknowledge 
relating to a common but oversimplified and fixed idea of a something  stereotypical 
someone who derives advantage from something beneficiary 
taking action by causing change rather than reacting to change after 
it happens 

proactive 

thrive, prosper, succeed flourish 
 
 
1. After a slow start, sales grew quickly and the business flourished.  
2. Cultural stereotyping is when someone has an opinion on another person based on who they are, 

where they're from, or the language they speak without really knowing the individual.  
3. Despite concerted attempts to attract workers, there was a serious shortage of fruit pickers in the 

region. 
4. Governments need to be more proactive when it comes to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
5. Russia is expecting a big influx of tourists for next year’s World Cup. 
6. The football club decided to retire most of the older players in the squad in order to bring in some 

new blood. 
7. The government acknowledged that lower income earners would be worse off as a result if its 

proposed tax changes. 
8. The government launched its new education policy to improve the quality of schools by announcing 

a big pay increase for teachers. 
9. There had been regular dips and spikes over the last few months but the price of oil was expected to 

remain stable for the foreseeable future. 
10. With more than a 1000 jobs to be created, the CEO told the media that despite some minor 

environmental impacts, the surrounding towns would be the major beneficiaries should the mining 
project go ahead.  

11. With such a vast range of mobile phones and plans available for sale across all price levels, deciding 
on the best one for your needs can be quite tricky. 

 


